
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Starting Well, Finishing Well 
 

“There are two kinds of people, those who finish what they start and so on.” 
~ Robert Byrne 

 
As we come to the end of yet another year, it is normal to reflect on how the year has been and 
then set meaningful goals for the year ahead.  But 2020 is a year that confounds one's 
expectations. It is as if 2020 is a year with only a beginning (the first 3 months) and an end (the 
final 2 months), with a haze in between as the surreal lockdown threw us off-balance.  
 
For many of us and our ministries, we started 2020 on the right footing, but the pandemic 
disrupted everything. We are living in a day when many who have begun well in ministry may 
not be finishing well. Many of our brothers and sisters began their work with a genuine call from 
God and a deep commitment to serve Him. Their faith is sincere and their love for God is 
sacrificial. Their highest desire is to give themselves to Christ and His kingdom, but along the way, 
the pressures, pain, disappointments, and failures cause them to burn out, lose heart, and finally 
give up. 
 
But “… since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set 
before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand 
of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:1-2) 
 
This year saw many of God’s great people depart – Reinhard Bonnke, Peter Maiden, Ravi 
Zacharias, J. I. Packer, Édouard Nelson, Thomas Howard, Luci Swindoll, Juan Stem, John 
Edmund Haggai, to name a few.  Closer to home, the Malaysian Church lost Rev Loh Soon 
Choy and Pastor Sidik Lindaan. They are all examples of people who started well and finished 
well. 
 
The author of Hebrews paints a picture of a stadium set for a race. The stands are filled with all 
those who had run the race before us. Cheering us on, they become a cloud of witnesses. They 
are the faithful, those who came before Jesus and those who come after him. Jesus is the 
pioneer, the one who shows us how to run the race and gives us the goal to run towards. The 
cloud of witnesses is there to cheer us as we run and to welcome us home when we finish our 
race. 
 
There is a clear lesson for our spiritual life: it is not how you start; it is how you finish. It is easy to 
start well and then lose your focus and become disoriented. It is easy to lose your passion. In 
church circles we use a specific word for this phenomenon: backsliding.  We are making 
progress but then we veer off track and start sliding backwards in our spiritual life.  
 
Remember: it is not how you start the spiritual journey; it is how you continue and how you finish. 
And when we finish running our race, we do not leave the stadium; we too join in the 
encouraging of others as they run their race.  
 

Have a good start for 2021! 
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Locked Down but Not Locked Out 
 

 
Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory, 
For the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness! 

Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?” 
Our God is in the heavens; He does all that He pleases. 

(Psalm 115:1-3) 
 
We highlighted in our 10th Anniversary book, “He Walks 
with Us”, that in each of our projects we can trace the 
Lord's hand. The year 2020 is no exception.  Give thanks 
with us as we recount a year of manifold blessings in our 
journey with our faithful God, who has been at work in ways 
beyond what we can ask or imagine. 
 

2020 Highlights 
Just when we thought that 2020 is going to be a quiet year 
for us, God moves again in mysterious ways and surprises 
us. Never in our finite minds can we even anticipate 
distributing more than 40,000 copies of the Children’s Bible 
in a lockdown year marked with travel restrictions.  When 
God moves, we obey and each time, we stand simply 
amazed at how our God works.  We are amazed that 36,000 
copies of Alkitab Kanak-Kanak have been distributed via a 
few networks in Sarawak this year even though distribution 
in Sabah has been slow due to the lack of leaders to 
champion the campaign. 
 

 
 

Two initiatives affected by the lockdown: 
• Emmaus Initiative – to provide a set of resources 

(Sunday School materials, youth discipleship materials, 
counselling books etc.) to all graduating students from 
the Bahasa-speaking Bible Schools. Most Bible Schools 
have postponed the graduation ceremony and hence, 
instead of the targeted 160 packs, we only distributed 

21 Packs. 
 

 
 

 

• TITUS 2:7 Initiative – to distribute Alkitab Edisi Studi 
(Study Bibles) to all first-year Bible School students, 
and pastors.  Instead of the targeted 300 copies, we 
only managed to distribute 125 copies at the beginning 
of the year. 
 

 
 

The lockdown forced us to cancel all our trips to Sabah 
and Sarawak, and to postpone the printing of new books.  
Only 4 titles are published this year but during the CMCO 
in May, we managed to print 5,000 evangelism tracts for 
children under a special project and sent them to Sabah 
and Sarawak.  
 

 
 

Working from home also helps us to focus on translating 
and preparing 8 new titles under the “Siri Menjelajah 
Alkitab” series for publication. These books are a great 
resource for Bible Schools and for discipleship in 
churches.  
 
We thank God that 2020 turns out to be the year where 
we take a huge leap onto the digital platform. We 
produced a couple of short teaching videos and a weekly 
devotion on our Sabda Harian website.  The number of 
people accessing the website increased tremendously 
during the lockdown despite the low publicity. Though 
physical on-site training has been cancelled, the online 
training such as Lapan Permata (our Sunday School 
materials) that was conducted has helped the Sunday 
School teachers in Sabah and Sarawak to continue using 
Lapan Permata in their weekly service. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

  

We are also thankful to God for the generous contribution 
we received for our Sikhem Initiative. Sikhem Initiative was 
launched in September 2015. To date we have invested in 
76 students, 28 youth workers, 2 Iban evangelists, and 4 
interior missions for university students.  We have helped 
fund a Bible School library, 2 interior church libraries, and 
special projects to provide school shoes and school bags.   
 

   
 

This year 32 Bible School students and 15 fulltime youth 
workers are supported via this initiative.  The contribution 
from some donors have enabled us to give a one-off gift to: 

• 24 interior pastors (in June and August) 

• 16 fulltime youth workers (in January and October) 
• 23 Bible School students and their families (in 

November) 
• 1 pastor whose house was completely destroyed by 

the floods in Pitas, Sabah (December) 

 
Stepping into 2021 
Pray with us as we step into 
2021 with a few projects and 
initiatives: 
 

1.  Satu Anak Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign  
To date 380,000 copies were distributed, of which 40,690 
were distributed in 2020.  Alkitab Kanak-Kanak has been 
renamed Alkitab Edisi Ilustrasi.  It was officially launched 
and prayed for by Ps Phua Seng Tiong on 10th December.  
The reason for the renaming is that we found that many 
youths and adults are reading this Bible and based on 
feedback, we removed the word “Kanak-Kanak”.  We have 
placed an order of 30,000 copies in January 2021. Pray for 
the children and youths who receive this Bible to continue 
to grow in the Lord. 

 

 
 

2.  Singa Yehuda Comics  
We plan to distribute another 30,000 copies to Sabah and 
Sarawak in 2021. Pray that the comics will encourage our 
youths in their faith and equip them to answer challenging 
apologetic questions. 
 

 

3.  TITUS 2:7 Initiative 
We imported 7,800 Alkitab Edisi Studi (AES) and 
launched the TITUS 2:7 Initiative in 2015. To date some 
7,080 have been distributed to pastors, evangelists, Bible 
School students, Sunday School teachers and other 
fulltime workers. We are planning to distribute 200 copies 
in 2021. Pray that the AES will equip the recipients in the 
teaching of the Word. 

 

    
 
4. Sikhem Initiative  
For 2021, we are praying for more sponsors to support 5 
new youth workers and 20 first-year Bible School 
students. Pray for the Bible School students to study the 
Word diligently, and for youth workers to continue 
trusting God’s provision in their ministry. These youth 
workers have to raise RM 3,000 per month for their 
ministry, and the pandemic has caused them to lose 50-
60% of their support. Pray, too, for East Malaysian varsity 
students to heed the call for mission trips into their own 
states, and for a bountiful harvest.  
 
5. Sabda Harian Digital Ministry 
We want to take Sabda Harian to another level in 2021.  
Pray that God will provide us the right human resources 
as we plan for weekly online family counseling sessions, 
leadership pointers and short devotional services.  
 

 
 
A Word of Thanks! 
Finally, we would like to express our thanks to God for 
you - for your partnership in this ministry. We covet your 
prayers as we press on with the work the Lord has 
entrusted to us in the coming year.  

 

 
 

Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory, 
for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness. 

(Psalm 115:1) 
 

 



  
 

Sowing BM Christian Resources 
 

 
We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly 
mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our 
God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 

steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 (1 Thessalonian 1:2,3) 

 
We give thanks to God that 4,000 Alkitab Kanak-Kanak 
and 4,000 Singa Yehuda have been distributed to 48 
schools and numerous long houses in the Belaga, Baram 
and Ulu Baram areas of Sarawak in October and 
November 2020.  Some schools are so remote that they 
are just a few kilometers away from the Indonesian 
border. The Lord’s name be praised!   
 
Here are some pictures as a testimony of God’s provision, 
faithfulness, and love for the children in Sarawak.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



  
 

Sowing BM Christian Resources 
 

Alkitab Edisi Ilustrasi 
 

 
 
The future strength of Christianity in Malaysia depends on 
the current strength of the indigenous Christians.  We 
pray that Alkitab Edisi Ilustrasi will play a significant role 
in addressing this urgent challenge of strengthening the 
faith of our next generation of Christians. No Alkitab 
means no discipleship. Without discipleship, how can 
they stand firm in their faith? The challenge is especially 
acute in the wake of aggressive Islamization, 
modernization and massive demographic changes 
affecting indigenous Christians in profound ways. 
 
At the launching of our “Alkitab Edisi Ilustrasi for Satu 
Anak Kristian Satu Alkitab 2021 Campaign” on 10th 
December 2020, Pr Phua Seng Tiong prayed, “Lord we 
know that just like Alkitab Kanak-Kanak, this book will be 
read by people of all age groups and backgrounds, in long 
houses, villages and schools… we want to ask You, Lord, 
as we launch this Alkitab Edisi Ilustrasi, it will not only 
make inroads but there will be such an hunger for it that 
so many more would want to have it, even those who are 
seemingly out of the territory and we cannot touch them, 
they too will read Your Word, and they will know the 
truth, and the truth will set them free….launch this in 
Your name, and cause not ripples, but waves upon waves 
of understanding and truth, so that people can know who 
You are and come to know You.” 
 
And that is indeed our prayer.  Lord hear us! 
 

 

Bridging Christian Community 
 

An Email from Sarawak 

 
My name is Annabelle Achires from Bintulu. A year ago, I 
received an Alkitab Kanak-Kanak and it has changed me. I 
can sense the presence of God when I read the book.  One 
day, after reading the book, my heart was opened to pray 
and praise God.  My heart was full of joy. I remember even 
when I was taking a shower, I could not stop singing 
praises to God.  After receiving Jesus as my savior, my 
interest in prayer grows. Not just the normal giving thanks 
to God before and after meals, but spending time talking 
to Him every night before I go to bed and after I wake up. 
       
I want to share a testimony. When strong winds and heavy 
rains hit Sarawak recently, I prayed to God for a long time. 
And 2 hours later, the rain stopped and there was no 
strong wind or lightning. I now know that if I am afraid, I 
can go to God in prayer as it is written “God hears our 
prayers”. And at the same time, I can remember Jesus’ 
words, “I am Jesus. Do not be afraid”. 
 

         
 

Reading Alkitab Kanak-Kanak also taught me about 
gratitude. The Bible teach us not to covet what others 
have. And not to compare yourself with others. God loves 
those who are contented and grateful for what they have. 
        
I am now 11 years old and I am increasingly interested in 
studying God’s Word and prayer. I also read the last book 
of the Bible, Revelation, and learn about the end times.  I 
learn that before the end times come, multitude of people 
will repent of their sins, and those who believe in Jesus will 
be saved. I really appreciate this book that I have received. 
Thank you. 
 

Annabelle 

12-Dec 2020 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Can We Work Together? 

Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu Anak 

Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign”  
Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the 

house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the 

Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan 

Penabur team accountable to the Lord through 

faithful intercession and action. 

Make cheque payable to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd” 

Deposit cash/cheque into Maybank account: 5623 6663 2813 

* Please fax/send/email the bank-in-slip to us. 

 

 

 
 

Board of Directors (Penabur): 
• Chow Chee Yan (Petaling Jaya Evangelical Free Church) 

• Roshan Thiran (Pusat Injil Kelana Jaya) 

• Randy Singkee (Sungai Way-Subang Methodist Church) 

• Rev Danil Raut (BEM Sarawak, Legacy Builder Ministry) 

 
Board of Advisors: 

• Rev Wong Fong Yang (Senior Pastor of City Discipleship 

Presbyterian Church) 
• Rev Datuk Jerry Dusing (President, SIB Sabah) 

• Lim Heng Seng (Lawyer, SIB KL) 

• Rev Jasme Dairis (President, SIB Semenanjung) 

 

 
 

        
          http://sabdaharian.com/  

 

Support “Sabda Harian Digital Project”  

Sponsor and support Bible School students or Full-      

time youth workers through “Sikhem Initiative”  
 

 

 

Satu Anak Kristian Satu Alkitab 
Campaign 2021 

 
 

 

Address 

Name (or Company Name) Contact Person 

Here is my/our gift  _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.* 

I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd. 

Name : _________________________________________   Email: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Number(s):   ____________________(hse) ______________________ (off)  

                                 ____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax) 

http://sabdaharian.com/

