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Carpe Diem
As we close the curtains to 2017 and enter 2018, one Latin phrase “Carpe Diem”, which
literally means “seize the day," comes to mind. For us who are living in Christ Jesus, it means
that each day should be lived to its fullest for God’s purposes and kingdom. We are to seize
every day for God, making full use of every opportunity that presents itself.
We should seize each day and participate in His ongoing redemptive mission. We should live
our lives as though each day is a milestone and marker in our journey because it is! The
choices we make concerning the opportunities God places before us determine which road we
travel in this divine adventure God has called us to. We must always journey toward the "Day
of the Lord", when He will return as King.
Two millennium ago the ancient Greek writer, Seneca, wrote, "It is not that we have so little
time, but that we have wasted so much of it." Apostle Paul wrote to Greek Christians in
Ephesus centuries later, "Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men (and women) but
as wise making the most of the time." (Ephesians 5:15ff)
As we consider the timeline of God's unfolding plan of redemption, the God who gives and
governs time invites us to rededicate ourselves to living differently. There is a beautiful song
written by Pdt. D. Surbakti, “Hidup Ini Adalah Kesempatan” that will reminds us of the true
meaning of time: (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZNL1DID2i4)
Hidup ini adalah kesempatan
Hidup ini untuk melayani Tuhan
Jangan sia-siakan apa yang Tuhan b’ri
Hidup ini harus jadi berkat
Oh Tuhan pakailah hidupku
Selagi aku masih kuat
Bila saatnya nanti
Ku tak berdaya lagi
Hidup ini sudah jadi berkat
In this new year will you live as though time really does matter? We are invited by grace to
give ourselves away for others; to imitate the One who gave Himself for the entire human
race. We are invited to pour ourselves out as Jesus did. We are invited to be a blessing to
others. If we live life this way, we will be greeted by, “Well done my faithful servant” when we
face Him on that final day.
Carpe Diem, Coram Deo.

Our hearts are filled with gratitude as we review 2017 and we echo the Psalmist in Psalm 117:
1
Praise the LORD, all you nations;
extol him, all you peoples.
2
For great is his love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Praise the LORD!

Bridging Christian Communities
Shoes Project
The story of Nawi and the bare-footed school children in our
previous issue of Berita has touched the heart of a brother
(and his wife) from Canada. They had been asking God to
show them which ministry they should channel their funds
to.

Sikhem Initiative
We praise God for various individuals, small groups and
churches that have supported 31 Bible School students,
13 full-time youth workers and 1 Sunday School Teacher
Trainer through our Sikhem Initiative.

As he walked out to dispose of some garbage, he suddenly
felt an intense pain in his right foot. The path to the garbage
bin was paved with little rocks and he had stepped on a
sharp one. Even though he was wearing slippers, the pain
was so intense that it lasted quite a while.
Coming back into the house, he realised how painful it must
be for children to go to school bare-footed. That was God's
answer to his prayer and he pledged RM 6,000 to bless
children with new school shoes. Thousands of miles away, a
cell group in PJ also responded by giving another RM 6,000
for the same purpose!

A group of secondary student leaders in Sabah were also
sponsored to attend leadership training and short term
mission trips.

And 360 new books were also added to the library of a
Bible School in Sabah.
A week later, the Lord led us to Sibu where we met a pastor
working among the Ibans. We had to cut the meeting short
as she has to go to a longhouse to deliver some school
shoes. Suddenly the Lord convicted us that the RM 12,000
was for that “Shoes Project”!
Generous giving also enabled us to support a part time
evangelist working among the Ibans in longhouses in
Sibu.

Praise God that the seed money resulted in 450 pair of new
shoes delivered to children in 15 longhouses!

Elson graduated from University
Malaysia Sabah (UMS) with a
Degree
in
Psychology
(Counselling) in 2017. When he
was in campus, someone
introduced him to campus life
ministry, and the ministry greatly
impacted his life especially in his
relationship with God. He gave
his life to serve the Lord through Campus Crusade for
Christ to win more souls for Christ.
Lawrince graduated from UNIMAS
with a Degree in Electronic
Engineering. Throughout his 4
years in UNIMAS, he was actively
involved
in
Campus
Life
Connection (CLC), a Campus
Crusade for Christ (MCCC)
Ministry that shares the love of
Christ with the students. Through
CLC, he realized that the love of
Christ must be shared, giving others the opportunity to
know and experience God’s love and plan for themselves.
This has motivated him to make a commitment to
continue serving in MCCC while seeking God’s specific
calling for his life.

Penabur Benih Sarawak
How can the children in the interior get their Alkitab
Kanak-Kanak? A group of Sarawakian natives who reside
and work in West Malaysia decided to take up this
challenge to sow among the young. A network of
Christian school teachers also began to sow among
primary school students resulting in Christian Fellowships
being started, Bible studies initiated, and the Lord’s name
being proclaimed even in the interior or Sarawak. Some
teachers also started weekly Bible Meetings in
longhouses.

We praise the Lord for the RM 16,720 contributed by
various individuals in 2017 towards Penabur Benih
Sarawak, making 3,350 Alkitab Kanak-Kanak available
for distribution in longhouses and schools.

Rojana graduated from University
Malaysia Sabah, with a Social
Science (Geography) Degree in
2017. Like Lawrince, she,too, was
actively involved in the CLC
Ministry as during her second year
in campus, someone shared The
Four Spiritual Laws with her. CLC
impacted
her
life
greatly,
transforming her relationship with
God. She became actively involved in evangelism and
discipleship. She, too, desires to share the love of God
with others having experienced the love of God
personally. More than that, she desires to raise up
students who are true followers of Jesus Christ. In her
final year, she made the decision to serve God full time in
MCCC.
Elson, Lawrine and Rojana are just some of the East
Malaysian young adults who have given their lives to
serve the Lord through Campus Crusade of Christ
(MCCC). You can be their "Sikhem" (‘shoulder’ in
Hebrew) by supporting the indigenous full-time campus
ministry workers in MCCC.
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Sowing BM Christian Resources
Books Published
A number of books were published in 2017, notably the
complete set of the Lapan Permata Sunday School
materials.

Singa Yehuda
Singa Yehuda Gospel and Apologetic
comics published in October 2017
were quickly snapped up by various
churches and organizations. Our
second printing was completed in
December 2017. We thank God for
the support of churches that had
made it possible for us to start
work on these comics in April 2017.

Eksposisi Khutbah is another
great resource for pastors and
others teaching God’s Word.
We praise God in that in the 8
years of Wawasan Penabur’s
ministry, we have published
some 120 titles, making
Christian resources in Bahasa Malaysia available widely
and cheaply.
Children Bibles are still widely distributed through our
Satu Anak Kristian Satu Alkitab (SAKSA) Campaign.

Alkitab Edisi Studi continue to be distributed to church
leaders, Bible School students and student leaders
through our TITUS 2:7 Initiative.

Training
We are committed to train more Sunday School teachers
through the collaboration with Sun Focus Malaysia. A
number of Lapan Permata training sessions have been
conducted by our partner, Pr. Wong Kim Ting. This year
we have seen a second generation of trainers as those
previously trained began to conducting training sessions.

Going Digital
To make resources more readily available, we have
started
working
on
Sabda
Harian
website
(http://sabdaharian.com) in December where ebooks,
videos, teaching materials and testimonies can be
downloaded. The website is yet to be officially launched.
We covet your prayers as this will be our major project of
2018.
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“Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!”
(Psalm 118:1)

How Can We Work Together?
Help raise awareness and funds. I believe this
ministry has long-term potential. I desire to play an active
role in engaging hearts and minds, so that others will also
commit to strengthening the BM Church – through
energy, funds and prayer.

Get involved in writing/translation projects.
I would like to join and contribute to a network of
Christian writers, translators and publishers focused
on developing BM resources.

Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu Anak
Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign” for Orang Asli, Sabah
and Sarawak children.

Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the
house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the
Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan
Penabur team accountable to the Lord through
faithful intercession and action.

Support Wawasan Penabur’s “Singa Yehuda Project”
to print and distribute Gospel & Apologetics Comics to
the youths

Sponsor and support Bible School students or Full-time
youth workers through “Sikhem Initiative”

I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd.
Here is my/our gift _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.*
Name : _________________________________________ Email: _____________________________
Name (or___________________________________________________________________________
Company Name)
Contact Person
Address:
Contact
AddressNumber(s): ____________________(hse) ______________________ (off)
____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax)

Make cheque payable to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd”
Deposit cash/cheque into Maybank account: 5623 6663 2813
* Please fax/send/email the bank-in-slip to us.

