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Allah, Alkitab & Apostasy
“Behold the eye of the Lord is on those who fear
Him, on those who hope on His mercy.”
(Psalm 33:18)
It is always comforting to know that Someone
watches over us. When we pray, God watches
over us. For such a time as this, we need to pray
without ceasing for Malaysia because prayer can
move mountains. When God’s people pray, God
moves. God responds to our prayers. Often, we
are waiting for God to move. But God will not
move until His people pray. As the lyrics in Ng
Wah Lok’s song espouse:
I will come to You in prayer
I will seek Your face
I will stand within the gap
There will I intercede
For every time I pray
I move the hand of God
My prayer does the things
My hands cannot do
For every time I pray
The mountains are removed
The paths are made straight
And nations turn to You
I am weak and helpless Lord
You, my strength shall be
Guide me with Your gracious hand
There will my victory be
Pray, and we’ll see God’s will done in our
country. May the Lord intervene in the issues
that we are facing in this nation. Indeed we
need divine intervention for such a time as this.
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“Therefore let us come boldly to the throne of grace, so that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16)
The Church in Malaysia ended 2012 and
entered the new year with lots of
challenges. The use of Kalimat Allah
and Bibles in Bahasa (Alkitab) are really
not an issue. Yet in Malaysia it becomes
an issue because it is being politicised.
At the same time, there are reports of
the underaged being aggressively
proselytized, resulting in some converting to Islam. Many are still oblivious
of this threat. Life goes on as if all this will never come near us.
Many well-meaning Christians, especially the non-Bahasa speaking
Christians (and sadly, some Bahasa-speaking Christian leaders in Sabah and
Sarawak), have asked (with some even demanding) that we stop fighting
the “Allah” issue. They fail to see that the Bumiputera Christians in Sabah
and Sarawak have been using the word “Allah” in their languages for
umpteen years, from cradle to grave. It is used in all facets of the Christian
life, from baptism to confirmation, in marriage ceremonies, in ordination
and commissioning of leaders, in public prayers, worship and preaching,
right down to funerals.
The usage of the word is not something
new. It predates Malaysia’s formation and
the British Occupation. The Bible was
originally in Koine Greek, Hebrew and
Aramaic. The Bible was translated first to
Latin, then into another 1,223 languages,
out of which 471 are still commonly used.
There are still efforts to translate into
another 1,500 languages. Generally, Christians believe the message of God
is best delivered in the hearer’s own tongue. That is why Christian
missionaries in the early days spent years learning the native tongue in
order to translate the Bible, and preach God’s Word to them in that tongue.
Even “Tuhan” (Lord) cannot replace “Allah” (God) as not all “Lords” are the
true God. This is in contrast to how Islam was spread, as the converts were
taught Arabic terms.
For Christians, “the word of God” refers both to
the revelation of God’s truth in human language,
and to the incarnation of Jesus Christ. And as
God came as man, Jesus spoke Aramaic which is
closely related to Arabic.

No one understands why the
Alkitab was first banned in Sabah
nd
on 2 December 1981, five months
after Tun Dr Mahathir took over the
premiership from Tun Hussien Onn.
Could it be because the Alkitab
issue was first being politicised
when UMNO was facing a lot of
internal problems in the early
1980’s, so as to divert public
attention? Prior to that, the Alkitab
was freely available and could be
used publicly without any
restriction.
When there was a recent threat by
a group that calls itself “Pasukan
Bertindak Anti Bible Bahasa
Melayu” to hold a “pesta” to burn
Bahasa Bibles, some Christian
leaders from Sabah and Sarawak commented that it was “just a
rumour by the Opposition Party trying to gain support from the
Christians.” Not many took it seriously, and not many saw the
need to keep watch for the Lord for even one hour (Mat. 26:40).
The majority are holding on to Idris Jala’s pre-Sibu by-election
10-Point Solution for Sabah and Sarawak. Generally, they believe
Sabah and Sarawak Christians will continue to enjoy the freedom
of exercising their faith until Jesus’ Second Coming.

Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation.” (2 Corinthians 6:2)
Malaysian Christians, like most other Christians, are a peaceloving people. Leaders from the other faith sometimes ask,
‘WHAT MORE DO THEY WANT?’ Our answer would be, “We
just want to live out our faith without threats lurking at every
corner.”
We end this article with a prayer written in 2009 at the birth
of Wawasan Penabur, as a reflection and motivation for all of
us in this ministry:
May God bless us with
discomfort…
at the alarming statistics of
Bahasa- speaking Christians
turning to other faiths,
so that we will be
awakened from our slumber
and apathy.

An urgent prayer request by one concerned Christian brother,
just before Christmas last year, on the conversion of an underage
school boy in Kuching is a wake-up call to all of us. Pupils are
being proselytised in schools whilst their parents in remote
villages have no knowledge of what is happening to their
children in school hostels.
In a strongly worded letter signed by the four Roman Catholic
Bishops of Sabah, the Catholic Church in Sabah has exposed a
conversion ploy to convert underaged students to Islam (see
http://www.mysinchew.com/node/82542). And it is just the tip
of the iceberg. JAKIM statistics show that between 1990 and
2001, 12,985 Sabahans and 9,603 Sarawakians converted to
Islam. These two states have the highest number of “saudara
baru” by far than any other state in Malaysia. New Sabah Times
th
reported on 25 February 2009 that there were 117,579
“saudara baru” registered with MUIS in Sabah as of 2008, the
majority of them being Kadazandusun.
Do we engage or stay silent? Do we sense the urgency to pray for
our nation? Can we not watch with Him one hour (Matt 26:40)?
Do we sense it is God’s timing for Malaysia, knowing He holds it
all in His hands? As we reflect on the past year and the current
year, the challenges we face and the options before us speak
volumes. Today is His day. He says, “‘In an acceptable time I
have heard you, and in the day of salvation I have helped you’

May God bless us with
anger...
at the injustice, oppression,
and exploitation of people,
so that we may work for
justice, freedom, and peace.
May God bless us with
tears...
at the encroachment of the
dominant religion and the
erosion of Christianity,
so that we may stretch out
our hands to save those led
astray, and to encourage
the faithful.
And may God bless us with enough foolishness...
to believe that we can make a difference in this world,
so that we can do what others claim cannot be done -with Christ’s help.
Amen.

Food for Thought
First they came for the Alkitab,
and I didn't speak out because I wasn't a BM-speaker,
and I don’t use BM for worship.
Then they came for the Bup Kudus,
and I didn't speak out because I wasn't an Iban Christian,
and it didn’t concern my language and people.
Then they came for the Kalimat Allah,
and I didn't speak out because I believe Allah is a moon-god,
and Alkitab should address God as YHWH.
Then they came threatening to burn the Alkitab,
and I didn't speak out because that’s a Semenanjung issue,
and it is just a matter of politicising.
Then they came for all the Bibles,
and I didn't speak out because I have a copy anyway in my
mobile, and religion is a personal matter.
Then they came for the children,
and I didn’t speak up because I am a non-Bumiputera Christian,
and I don’t send my children to BM schools.
Then they came for me,
because they now dictate how I should profess my faith,
and there was no one left to speak for me.
Adapted from Martin Niemöller (1892–1984)
A German pastor and theologian

A Letter from the Bumiputera Church
Issued on 25 Jan 2013, Friday, in Kota Kinabalu by the
Commission on Sabah Affairs (COSA) of the National
Evangelical Christian Fellowship (NECF) Malaysia
THE increasingly provocative attacks by certain quarters
against the Malay-language Bible, the Alkitab, is a direct attack
on the rights of Bumiputera Christians to their religious
freedom as enshrined in their agreements at the formation of
Malaysia and in the Federal Constitution.
It is within the mandate of the authorities to investigate
Member of Parliament, Ibrahim Ali, for calling on Muslims to
seize and burn the Alkitab, according to the full measure of
the law to ensure peace and harmony in the country.
It is also within the mandate of the authorities to investigate
the threatening note sent by a group that calls itself ‘Pasukan
Bertindak Anti Bible Bahasa Melayu’ on its plan to hold a
‘pesta’ to burn Malay Bibles.
Provocations to undermine Christianity
While Christians are peace-loving as our Holy Bible enjoins us
to be, we are compelled to speak against these provocations
which follow on-going attempts to undermine our religious
freedom.
One recent episode is the arbitrary changing of one’s religion
by the Sabah National Registration Department of Bumiputera
Christians to Muslims because their names had ‘bin’ or ‘binti’.
It must be remembered that the majority of Christians in
Malaysia are Malay-speaking Bumiputeras from Sabah and
Sarawak. They use the Alkitab as their Bible for their liturgical
and devotional reading. They use the Alkitab extensively in the
Peninsula where many of them work and study.
Religious freedom
For Sabah and Sarawak, it must be remembered that both
states have guaranteed safeguards in the 18-point and 20point agreements as conditions to be part of the new nation
of Malaysia. The first of these conditions for each state
pertains to religious freedom.
In Sabah, we have enjoyed religious freedom since time
immemorial. We have even, according to our cultural
tradition, built a stone memorial in Keningau to
commemorate this safeguard to our religious freedom. We
call on all to respect the rights of Bumiputera Christians to
religious freedom.

Crisis & Opportunity
Opportunity is always present in the midst of crisis. The Chinese
word for crisis carries two elements, danger and opportunity. No
matter the difficulty of the circumstances, no matter how
dangerous the situation, at the heart of each crisis lays a
tremendous opportunity. Great blessings lie ahead for the one
who knows the secret of finding opportunity within each crisis.

To all Christians, we call for patience, forgiveness and love in
these trying times. We choose not to retaliate but to pray for
our beloved country Malaysia and for those intent on
spreading hate.
Rev Datuk Jerry Dusing
Chairman, NECF Commission on Sabah Affairs (NECF-COSA)

Update on SASA - Satu Anak Satu
Alkitab (1M 100K Initiative)
The Satu Anak Satu Alkitab – 1M 100K Initiative that was
launched in April 2012, will end in April 2013. We praise
God for the 90,000 printed thus far. As of February 2013,
about 79,000 copies of Alkitab Kanak-Kanak have been
distributed especially to Sabah and Sarawak.
We praise God and we thank you for your contributions
that enable us to distribute the Alkitab Kanak-Kanak at RM
5/copy. RM 5 is just enough to cover the handling and
postage charges. We are grateful to those who have
purchased Alkitab Kanak-Kanak at RM 30 (Semenanjung)
and RM 20 (Sabah and Sarawak) - you have contributed 3
and 2 copies respectively to the churches in the interior of
Sabah and Sarawak through your generosity.

“Flood Sarawak Project”
No, it has nothing to do with building dams! With the
partnership of the local church (across denominations) in
Sarawak, and donations from a few individuals and churches in
Semenanjung (and overseas), 30,000 copies of Alkitab KanakKanak have been printed and sent to Sarawak for distribution.
The focus areas were the interior of Dayak Christian majority
areas: Limbang, Baram, Hulu Rajang, Selangau, Seratok, Lubok
Antu, Julau, Sri Aman, Mambong and Batang Lupar. We also
have Tupperware to sponsor their products to be brought into
the interior. Some areas can only be reached by 8 hours boat
ride into the interior.

Of the 78,835 distributed to date, 84% have gone to
Sarawak, 14% to Sabah and 2% to the Orang Asli. A total of
30,000 copies have been distributed to the interior of
Sarawak through the “Flood Sarawak Project” in flooding
Sarawak with God’s Word. More needs to be done in
Sabah.
Alkitab Kanak-Kanak have been
brought-in through Kuching
(10,000 copies for Mambong,
Mas Gading, Sri Aman & Lubok
Antu); Sibu (6,000 copies for
Julau, Selangau & Kanowit);
Bintulu (6,000 copies for
Belaga & Ulu Rejang) and Miri
(8,000 copies for Limbang,
Bario & Baram).
Alkitab Kanak-Kanak were also
distributed to schools with the
help of Scripture Union.

This year, the Satu Anak Satu Alkitab campaign will be
extended, with special focus on aiming to distribute at
least 50,000 copies to Sabah through “Flood Sabah
Project”. All of us can play a role in placing a Alkitab
Kanak-Kanak in the hands of a child.
Please direct all your support to:
Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd
P.O.Box: 8327, Kelana Jaya Post Office
46787 Petaling Jaya, SELANGOR
May Bank Account No: 5623 6663 2813

AKK for Christmas in Belaga

AKK collected by Penan
parents in Usun Apau-Linau

We praise God and welcome Rev Datuk
Jerry Dusing as he joins Wawasan
Penabur’s Board of Advisers.

Board of Advisers
 Rev Wong Fong Yang
Senior Pastor of City Discipleship
Presbyterian Church and former Moderator
of the Presbyterian Synod in Malaysia

Rev Datuk Jerry Dusing is the President
of SIB Sabah, Chairman of Sabah
Council of Churches, and the Chairman
of NECF Commission on Sabah Affairs
(NECF-COSA).

 Rev Danil Raut
President, SIB Semenanjung
 Lim Heng Seng
Lawyer

Certificate in Christian
Ministry (TEE) in BM by
Seminari Teoloji Malaysia.
This modular programme will
commence in April 2013.

 Rev Datuk Jerry Dusing
President, SIB Sabah
Chairman, NECF-COSA & Sabah Council of
Churches

Board of Directors (Penabur)
For more information, please
contact:
Ms. Ho Gaik Kim
BM TEE Director
Tel: 06-632815
Email: gaikkim@stm.edu.my
Website: www.stm.edu.my

 Chow Chee Yan (PJEFC)
 Roshan Thiran (Pusat Injil Kelana Jaya)
 Alfred R. Tais (NECF BM Commission)
 Randy Singkee (SSMC)

How Can We Work Together?
There are many ways for us to partner together in God’s ministry of sowing, growing and spreading the best resources to
the Bahasa-speaking Church.
Help raise awareness and funds. I believe this
ministry has long-term potential. I desire to play an active
role in engaging hearts and minds, so that others will also
commit to strengthening the BM Church – through
energy, funds and prayer.
Sponsoring and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu
Anak Satu Alkitab – 1M 100k Initiative” for Sabah and
Sarawak. I believe my giving will bless the Bahasaspeaking Christians in Sabah & Sarawak.

Get involved in writing/translation projects. I
would like to join and contribute to a network of
Christian writers, translators and publishers focused
on developing BM resources.
Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the
house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the
Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan
Penabur team accountable to the Lord through
faithful intercession and action.

I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd.
Here is my/our gift _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.
Name : _________________________________________ Email: _____________________________
Name (or___________________________________________________________________________
Company Name)
Address:
Contact Person

Contact
AddressNumber(s): ____________________ (hse) ______________________ (off)
____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax)
Our bank account:
(1) Public Bank, Kelana Jaya branch. Account No: 3127674507
(2) CIMB Bank, Damansara Utama branch. Account No: 1250 000 7114 058
(3) May Bank, USJ 9 branch. Account No: 5623 6663 2813

