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Greetings! 
 

The end of a year or the beginning of another is a 
good time to look back and count our blessings, 
and to look forward and be a blessing to others.  
 
God is positioning people to fulfill His plans for 
this nation. And He is also repositioning many. In 
the Christmas story the angels said to the 
shepherds, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news of great JOY.” Jesus will soon be returning 
as the King of Kings. Let us remember to keep 
our eyes fixed on Jesus, “the Author and 
Perfecter of our faith, Who for the JOY set before 
Him, endured the cross” (Heb 12:2). Yes, we go 
through difficult times, but in the end we'll have 
such JOY knowing that our trust and faith is in a 
great God. 
 
As we progress into 2012, King Jesus is taking His 
rightful place in His Kingdom. What amazing days 
we live in as God's people! May He direct our 
steps as “in his heart a man plans his course, but 
the Lord determines His steps.” (Proverbs 16:9) 
 
Enjoy this issue and be challenged! 

Ps - It’s is still not too late to wish you a very   
       good and blessed year 2012. 
 

Berita Rakan Penabur is an electronic 

publication of Wawasan Penabur containing 
news and information about our work and 
new Christian resources in Bahasa Malaysia. 
 
Please direct all your emails and support to: 
Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd 
P.O.Box: 8327, Kelana Jaya Post Office 
46787 Petaling Jaya, SELANGOR 
Fax: 03-7727 7271 
Email: wawasan.penabur@gmail.com  
Website: www.wawasanpenabur.org   
 
Bank account:  
(1) Public Bank, Kelana Jaya branch. 
     Account No: 3127674507 
(2) CIMB Bank, Damansara Utama branch 
      Account No: 1250 000 7114 058 

 

Looking Back…Praising Him for His 
Faithfulness in the Last 3 Years  
 
“And we also thank God continually because when you received the Word 

of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, 
but as it actually is, the Word of God, which is at work in you who believe.” 
(1 Thessalonians 2:13) 

 
There is much to give thanks for in the last  
quarter of 2011… the Thanksgiving Dinner,   
the publication and distribution of Alkitab  
Kanak-Kanak, the launching of “Satu Anak  
Satu Alkitab” Campaign, and ending with  
Wawasan Penabur’s very own 2012   
Visioning a few days before Christmas. 
 

 
 

                            

                                                  
 

                                                    

As Wawasan Penabur nears the end of 
its 3

rd
 year, a Thanksgiving Dinner to 

celebrate God’s goodness and 
faithfulness was held on the 3

rd
 

November 2011.  There were many 
heart-warming testimonies on how 
the children and young people were 
blessed with Wawasan Penabur’s 
work. “101 Cerita-Cerita dari Alkitab” 
has been a blessing to many, 
especially in the interior of Sabah and 
Sarawak.   

 
5,000 copies were distributed in long houses and villages along the 
Baram River through a “Satu Pintu Satu Buku Cerita” Campaign.  This on-
going campaign aims to distribute 8,000  
copies of “101 Cerita-Cerita Dari Alkitab” in  
285 Iban long houses. 

 The books were also presented to children of 
a  Children’s Camp in Central Mulu by Gereja 
Presbyterian Malaysia. And the kids just could 
not wait to read the Word of God.   

 

Orang Asli Desa Temuan in Petaling Jaya, testified that some of the 
Orang Asli children, such as Annan Apuk, 12, and Ribika binti Juni, 14, 
have benefited from the use of the Obor Belia series. Although these 
youths do not attend school, Ariyanti says that they have learned 
how to read and write in Bahasa Malaysia while attending her class.  

 

Wawasan Penabur’s OBOR Belia series has 
been used widely in rural churches. Some 
pastors have been systematically using them 
as part of their sermon every week.  Ariyanti 
Atoi, a Sunday school teacher from Kampung 
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 “Pautan Iman” has been widely circulated among the Catholics 
in Sabah.  Since June last year, the Sabah Catholics have ordered 
8,225 copies to be used in their seminars on Islamization in 
Sabah.  Their effort in creating an awareness of this 
encroachment is exemplary and commendable.  
 

 
 

 
 

                                                                                  
 

                                                                                  
the Gospel may continue to advance, that the Church continues 
to have the freedom, and that this nation of Malaysia can be 
greatly blessed.” 
 

 
 

 

 
 

   
 

                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

                      
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The Alkitab Kanak-Kanak project was 
birthed out of the concern that Bahasa-
speaking Christian children were 
growing up without opportunities of 
access to the Word of God. The 
encroachment of the dominant religion 
has weakened the Church by creating 
unbelief towards our faith.  
 

This project involved a number of 
people across denominations 
(Methodist, PCS, SIB, Catholic and even 
a Buddhist illustrator), as well as a fair 
representation of different East 
Malaysian Christian Bumiputeras.   

At the launching of “Satu Anak Satu Alkitab” 
(SASA) Campaign, Bishop Hwa Yung concluded 
his message by saying, “As I was entering this 
room, I asked God, ‘God - what is it that You 
want me to speak today?’ and I sensed that 
God is saying, ‘This is My project.  I Am in it. I 
will glorify My Name through it’. So it is a 
challenge to us to give our support to this 
project. What is God saying to us today? If we 
do not take serious action in the next 10 years, 
the Church will be in a very different state from 
what we see today.  May the Lord grant us 
what we are called to do, so that the work of 

Within 3 months (as of January 2012) after 
its publication in October 2012, 17,500 
copies of Alkitab Kanak-Kanak have found 
their way to Orang Asli villages, and to the 
interior of Sabah and Sarawak.   
 

In Sabah, they have been distributed to 
the heartland of Sabah in the Penangah, 
Tongod, Telupid and Kinabatangan areas, 
among the Orang Sungai in Gana and 
Lingkabau areas, the Muruts in the interior 
of Nabawan, the Rungus and Kimaragang 
in Pitas and Kota Marudu - literally all over 
Sabah from Kudat to Tawau, from Labuan 
to Sandakan. 

In Sarawak, Alkitab Kanak-Kanak also 
found its way from Lawas to the 
highlands of Ba Kelalan and Bario, 
from Miri to the Penans in the 
hinterland, to the Iban long houses 
and the Bidayuhs in the Ulu Bengoh 
area. In Bengoh, they read Alkitab in 
the dimness with torchlights. Many 
of the children were reading the 
Alkitab for the first time.  And the 
adults enjoyed them, too, as the 
Bible is now becoming clearer with 
all the illustrations and colours! 
 

 
 

2011 ended with the Wawasan  
Penabur Board of Directors and 
Advisers’ 2012 Visioning in Pangkor to 
facilitate planning for 2012. It was also 
a time of bonding as they were joined 
by their families.  The uphill task ahead 
can be summed up by what William 
Carey once said, “Attempt great things 
for God, expect great things from God.” 
All of us have a part to play in discipling 
the nation – from giving, sending, 
praying, to doing. 

 

Looking Forward…Thanking Him 
As We Turn 4 
 

  “As long as it is day, we must do the work of Him who sent 
me (us). Night is coming, when no one can work” (John 9:4) 

 
We are racing against time.  No one knows how long the 
current window of opportunity will remain open. Now is our 
kairos time to take up the strategic role of building a strong 
Bible-believing Bahasa-speaking Church that will shape the 
Christian’s position in Malaysia. Our hope is in the children 
and youths of today.  
 
This year, Wawasan Penabur is focusing on the youths and 
students.  There are a number of publication projects which 
you and your church can sponsor or contribute to: 
 

1.  Faith Encroachment Issue 
 

Faith encroachment continues to be a threat to the Bahasa-
speaking Churches, especially the children and youths. 
Wawasan Penabur has conducted numerous Awareness 
Campaigns and Seminars in the last 2 years.   
 

This year, we see the need to conduct such Awareness 
Programmes and Boot Camps in Sabah and Sarawak. You can 
help us by hosting, organising, sponsoring and taking 
materials to run Boot Camp(s). Books will be written to 
address the prevalent issues. 
 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                      

Be part of our ministry – whether in translating, writing, 
giving or sending.  Remember that the Bahasa-speaking 
Christians are 20 years behind the English and Chinese-
speaking Churches when it comes to resources – written, 
audio or visual.   
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

  

 

         

                                                                                        

                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

      

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

related issues. We welcome input of ideas and offers of help 
in translation. 

3.    Commentaries 
 

We will translate and publish Issachar’s Study 
Guide on the Gospel of Luke and The Acts of the 
Apostles and we pray this will be the catalyst to 
the building up of commentaries in Bahasa 
Malaysia. These 2 books have been used in the 
SPM Bible Knowledge elective paper and the 
Bahasa Malaysia version will surely be a blessing 
to the Bahasa Church at large. 

2.   Books on Evangelism  
 

We are planning to translate comics 
as a tool of evangelism among the 
youths.  In 2012 we will focus on 
tertiary youths.  As such, besides 
creating new distribution channels, 
we also seek to work alongside key 
college and university-level Christian 
organisations on pertinent youth- 
 
 

different parts of the Bible point to Christ.  It helps us see the 

Bible as one book (not 66 books), with one author (God), one 

message pointing to Jesus Christ (from Old Testament to New 

Testament) and one consistent theme - God's kingdom,  God's 

people, living in God's place, under God's rule and blessing. 

4.   “God’s Big Picture” Translation Project 
 

Wawasan Penabur obtained the translation 
rights of this award-winning book from IVP 
England. “God's Big Picture”(BM title: Janji-
Janji Penyelamatan) will help readers see 
how the Bible fits together as one book, one 
story, one “big picture”, centered on Jesus 
Christ. This equips readers to see how  
 

5.    Siri Bimbingan Remaja 
 

Wawasan Penabur will undertake the translation of 18 youth 
counseling booklets.  The Siri Bimbangan Remaja (Youth 
Counseling Series) booklets are part of a vision God gave us to 
produce a contextualized curriculum to educate our Bahasa-
speaking Christian youths and their parents. The author of the 
Youth Counseling Series is Dr. Lee Bee Teik, wife of Bishop Hwa 
Yung.  She is the Director and Chaplain of ReconRe Ministries, 
which is founded on Christ’s ministry of reconciliation.  
 

6.   Young Writers’ Workshop in Bahasa 
 

This year, we hope to conduct a writing workshop for young 
Bahasa-speaking writers.  We will source for trainers in 
Indonesia and Malaysia, working closely with them. 

Do let us know if you can help us in organizing, 
hosting, planning and conducting the workshop.  
Our target is for manuscripts to be produced at 
the end of the 5- day workshop. 

7.  Web-Based Downloadables 
 

We seek to plant seeds in the area of web-
based reading materials.  We need a lot of 
translators (volunteers) to translate hundreds 
of Christian articles, working closely with an 
overseas-based provider.  Amongst them are 
short articles written by John Piper, R.C. 
Sproul, D.A. Carson, Charles Spurgeon and 
others.  
 

    “Satu Anak Satu Alkitab – 
         1M 100K Initiative” 
 
“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” 
(Psalm 119:105)  
 
We are constantly reminded that God’s Word must be central 
in our lives and many of us grow up knowing that our Christian 
walk is far from complete without the centrality of His Word. 
His Word reveals God and Christ to us and directs our paths.  
Without Scriptures, we would not know God, we would not 
know ourselves, nor would we be able to share the good news 
of Jesus with others.  
 

While most of us can buy a Bible anywhere or read Scriptures 
at the click of a button, the fact is that 500,000 children in 
Malaysia have no access to Bibles. These are the Bahasa-
speaking Christian children who are raised in Christian 
families, and who attend church. Yet they may not even see or 
touch or read a Bible!   
 

Far-sighted bishops, senior pastors and theologians across all 
denominations have observed that the future strength of 
Christianity in Malaysia depends on the current strength of 
the indigenous Christians. The Alkitab Kanak Kanak plays a 
critical role in addressing this urgent challenge. No Alkitab 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
have all the resources that the ripening field needs. 
 
Therefore, to reinforce the “Satu Anak Satu Alkitab” Campaign, 
Wawasan Penabur launched another initiative, the “1M 100K 
Initiative”.  Wawasan Penabur is boldly asking the Lord of the 
Harvest for 100,000 Alkitab Kanak-Kanak to be printed and 
distributed in the interiors of Sabah and Sarawak in 2012.  We are 
asking in faith for RM 1 million for this initiative to cover the 
printing cost and royalty which amounts to RM 10 per copy.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the Word of God in their hands. Will you go? 
 
The next time you or your church plan a short-term mission trip to 
Sabah and Sarawak, do consider taking along with you copies of 
the Alkitab Kanak-Kanak to bless the children. Will you send? 
 
The smallest gift is RM10. Yet the impact for transformation can 
potentially be lifelong. The Word of God is a gift that is living and 
active. And we are sharing this gift with the ones so dear to Jesus’ 
heart: children. 
 
If you find yourself deeply moved by the opportunity at hand or 
stirred by the challenges facing the Malaysian church, then we 
urge you to help us raise much larger sums. Every time we hit the 
RM100,000 mark, we will print 10,000 Alkitab Kanak-Kanak for 
distribution into the interior. 
 

For more information, do not hesitate to contact us at: 
wawasan.penabur@gmail.com 

 
 

           

  

means no discipleship. Without discipleship, 
how can they stand firm in their faith? The 
challenge is especially acute in the wake of 
aggressive Islamization, modernization and 
massive demographic changes affecting 
indigenous Christians in profound ways. 
 
The harvest is plentiful and ripe. There is a 
great hunger for the Word of God among 
the Bahasa-speaking children and youths.  
And we cannot let the famine of the Word 
persist simply because we fail to make 
every effort in making available the Word of 
God to the Bahasa-speaking population, 
especially the children.   
 

When we pray and ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send more laborers (Luke 10:2), 
the Lord is looking at you and me for we  

 

In turn we will make the Alkitab Kanak-
Kanak available at RM 5 per copy to the 
readers in the hinterland, covering part 
of the transportation cost.  At this price, 
anyone can afford a copy. We hope you 
can join us in placing at least one Bible in 
the hands of a child. All it takes, to begin 
with, is RM10. Will you give? 
 

One hundred thousand copies of Alkitab 
Kanak-Kanak to be brought into places 
where, for the first time, the children 
(and youths, and even adults!) will have  

Bup Kudus Iban now available online! 

1. www.gerijaiban.com. This is a website of Iban 

Language Christian Fellowship with various 

resources to equip Iban-speaking Christians to 

grow in Christ.  

2. www.biblesupport.com. The e-Sword version 

of the Iban Bible. To be released at the end of 

this month, pending approval. 

3. www.youversion.com. An initiative of the 

Bible Society of Malaysia. You can download 

the Iban Bible via smart phones such as 

iPhone, BlackBerry, Android, etc.  

       Wawasan Penabur’s Publications: 

            Wawasan Penabur on Good Times: 
 

http://www.goodtimes.my/index.php/Education/faith-
building-books-for-native-speaking-believers.html 
 

       World Day of Prayer 2012: MALAYSIA 
www.worlddayofprayer.my 

 

mailto:wawasan.penabur@gmail.com
http://www.gerijaiban.com/
http://www.biblesupport.com/
http://www.youversion.com/
http://www.goodtimes.my/index.php/Education/faith-building-books-for-native-speaking-believers.html
http://www.goodtimes.my/index.php/Education/faith-building-books-for-native-speaking-believers.html
http://www.worlddayofprayer.my/


 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Advisers 
 

 Rev. Wong Fong Yang  

Senior Pastor of City Discipleship 

Presbyterian Church and former Moderator 

of the Presbyterian Synod in Malaysia 
   

 Rev. Danil Raut  

President, SIB Semenanjung 
  

Board of Directors (Penabur) 
 

 Chow Chee Yan 

Petaling Jaya Evangelical Free Church 
   

 Roshan Thiran 

Pusat Injil Kelana Jaya 
 

 Pr. Alfred R. Tais 

Executive Secretary, NECF’s Bahasa Malaysia 

Commission 
   

 Randy Singkee 

Sungai Way-Subang Methodist Church 

 

 

 

Address 

Name (or Company Name) Contact Person 

How Can We Work Together? 

There are many ways for us to partner together in God’s ministry of sowing, growing and spreading the best resources to 

the Bahasa-speaking Church.   

Help raise awareness and funds. I believe this 

ministry has long-term potential. I desire to play an active 

role in engaging hearts and minds, so that others will also 

commit to strengthening the BM Church – through 

energy, funds and prayer. 

Sponsoring and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu 

Anak Satu Alkitab – 1M 100k Initiative” for Sabah and 

Sarawak. I believe my giving will bless the Bahasa-

speaking Christians in Sabah & Sarawak. 

Get involved in writing/translation projects. I 

would like to join and contribute to a network of 

Christian writers, translators and publishers focused 

on developing BM resources. 

Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the 

house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the 

Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan 

Penabur team accountable to the Lord through 

faithful intercession and action. 

Here is my/our gift  _______________ for Wawasan Penabur. 

I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd. 

Name : _________________________________________   Email: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Number(s):   ____________________ (hse) ______________________ (off)                                                                

                                ____________________ (mobile)  ___________________  (fax) 

(1) More Bahasa Malaysia translators and writers. 
 

(2) Funding for the “Satu Anak Satu Alkitab – 1M 100k Initiative”. 
 

(3) Funding for other publication projects:  Siri Bimbingan Remaja, 
evangelism comics, commentaries, God’s Big Picture and 
apologetics books. 

 

(4) Organisers, workers and volunteers for the Awareness Programs 
and Youth Boot Camps in Sabah & Sarawak. 

 

(5) A bigger working place for Wawasan Penabur to operate from.  
We need an additional RM 2,000 per month for rental and 
operational costs should we move to a larger premise.  Currently 
we are occupying a small space that serves as an office cum store 
for stock of 29 book titles. We thank God for the generosity of a 
local church that has permitted Wawasan Penabur to use some of 
its space FOC since 2010. We are grateful for the many other 
forms of support rendered by this church that is a sterling 
example of a missions-minded church that embraces the needs of 
the Bahasa-speaking Christians. 

 

(6) Staff needs – we are looking for the right person to work as:  
- Administrator  - responsible for office administration. 2 

years commitment.  Have a strong sense of calling for 
Bahasa Malaysia work.  Possession of own transport is a plus 
as public transport to the current is not available. 

- Ambassadors - volunteer/need to raise own support.  
Promoting Wawasan Penabur to churches. Promotional kit 
will be supplied. 

- Website manager - volunteer/part time. 


