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Selamat Hari Malaysia
Malaysia Day had not always been celebrated with so much gusto in Peninsular Malaysia. In fact, many
people were not even aware of the significance of this commemorative day, other than those from Sabah
and Sarawak. Our history syllabus in schools also did not say much about it, and even conveniently omitted
Singapore from the establishment of the Malaysian federation on 16th September 1963. For decades, Sabah
and Sarawak received only perfunctory treatment in our school textbooks.
But times have changed. Sabah and Sarawak have become an undeniable part of the Malaysian
consciousness, and now is one of the country’s hottest political issues. This was the outcome of the political
turmoil stirred up by the general elections of 2008 and 2013. These two Borneo states became “fixed deposit
states”, resulting in great attention being now given to East Malaysia. In 2010, Malaysia Day became an
official public holiday in Malaysia, when previously, it was only observed by Sabah and Sarawak.
For a variety of reasons, primarily political ones, consciousness of Borneo has been heightened. Many in
Peninsular Malaysia suddenly realise that there is actually another part of Malaysia across the sea, filled with
real people with real lives, not just exotically-costumed dancers. At the same time, Sabahans and Sarawakians,
too, have become more conscious of their own history, with grassroots movements springing up to preserve
their heritage and their rights.
There is much that West Malaysians can learn from East Malaysia. Sabah and Sarawak’s ethnic diversity is mind
boggling, compared to West Malaysia’s limited triumvirate of Malay, Chinese and Indian with a sprinkling of
Orang Asli and others. Sarawak has some 28 ethnic groups and Sabah has at least 35. Inter-marriage has
created an even greater range of ethnicities such as Sino-Natives. With racial diversity comes religious diversity.
Again, there are the faiths that West Malaysians are familiar with, but also many that most have no idea of.
The “Allah” issue that resurfaced again in recent weeks is a good prime example of how ignorant West Malaysia
can be. To please the “fixed deposit states,” our beloved country tried to deal with this diversity by simply
having two systems. After the court ruled that the word “Allah” is exclusive to Islam, the resulting outcry drew a
promise from the government that Sabahans and Sarawakians will be allowed to use “Allah” to refer to the
Christian God in Borneo. After all, they had been using the word “Allah” for a long time, long before Malaysia
was formed, as found in their Bibles in Malay and the local languages. This “solution” is an awkward one, as
people use the same Bible whether they are in East or West Malaysia! Furthermore, increasing contact
between the two parts of Malaysia will, in the near future, mean that more and more Sabahans and
Sarawakians will end up working or living in Peninsular Malaysia.
It may not be a bad thing for West Malaysians to adopt the easygoing tolerance of East Malaysians, where
racial and religious squabbling is rare. But this will be a long journey. There’s still a lot of ignorance among West
Malaysians about how East Malaysians live and let live, and how far East Malaysia is lagging behind Peninsular
Malaysia in economic terms.
Partly because of its huge geographical size and partly due to neglect, much of the interior of Sabah and
Sarawak lacks the amenities that urban Malaysians take for granted; clean water, roads, electricity and
schools. Much needs to be done to address these issues, but a full and proper relationship between East and
West Malaysia must go well beyond that. National integration also means learning more fully about East
Malaysia and embracing the two states as full partners. Sabah and Sarawak will chart the future of Malaysia. Is
it not only right that Malaysians pay more attention to them?
Selamat Hari Malaysia!

Bridging Christian Communities
Tale of A Pair of Shoes
My name is Jusilee* (not his real name) and I am in my
final year in Bible School. I was born to a pagan family
and grew up listening to all the sacred chanting that my
mother practiced when she was treating her patients. She
was a bobolian, a Rungus priestess. The scent of
kamburongoh (a type of grass) that she burned during the
ritual always filled the house when I was growing up.

A typical kampung in Sabah

Kamburongoh & a Bobolian

Our family was poor. When I was little, rice and salt was a
major issue as my family had to work hard for food. We
used to eat tapioca mixed with rice, accompanied by
whatever jungle produce we could find. The side income
as a bobolian didn’t really help our family as the kampung
folks normally don’t have extra cash. They paid in kind
with tapioca for my mother’s service. My father also had a
problem with alcoholism.

When I finished my studies in 1992, I went to town to
look for job. I used my first month’s salary to buy a pair of
sports shoes (locally known as adidas kampung). I worked
in various jobs in various places in Sabah over a span of 5
years. Then I moved to Semenanjung in 1997 and worked
as a machine operator in a factory at Port Klang. I wore a
pair of working boots when I was working in the factory.
I moved to Genting Highlands in 2010, and my job
required me to wear proper working shoes. I bought a
pair from a Bata shop. My 15 years working in
Semenanjung gave me a better quality lifestyle. But I was
far from God. My working schedule was so tight that I
was not able to go to church on Sundays. Besides, I was
living with a group of East Malaysian Christians who were
as nominal as I was.

Adidas kampung

When my siblings and I were at school, we did not have
the luxury of school shoes or even sandals. We went to
school barefooted. Our school “backpacks” were plastic
bags (locally known as bahai). I have 10 siblings and I was
lucky that I didn’t have to drop out of school like my older
siblings. In the late 1980s, while in secondary school, I
lived in a PCS Asrama. And I got my first pair of school
shoes when I was in Form 1, and this pair of shoes
faithfully accompanied me until I finished my secondary
school. And yes, by the time I was in Form 4, they were a
little bit too small for my feet.
It was in that asrama that I
began to memorize The Lord’s
Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed and
also heard the Words of God. I
was baptized during my stay at the hostel. Even though I
had been baptized, I still lived in sin; I cheated people, I
stole, and disobeyed my parents. My spiritual state
reminded me of my shoes… I put my shoes on only when I
was with others, just for a presentable appearance,
though the sole was already broken.

typical cheap working shoes

One Tuesday, when I was in Kuala Lumpur on my off-day,
a barefooted beggar with a plastic bag passed me by.
Suddenly the memory of my siblings and I going to school
barefooted with our books in plastic bags, struck me. The
Lord reminded me of how I came to know a living God
when I was in secondary school. That day I went back to
Genting with millions of thoughts in my mind. I went back
to the workers’ quarters and started looking for my
Alkitab. Only God knows when was the last time I opened
and read my Alkitab!

The year 2013 was a year of great struggle as I was
wrestling as to whether I should quit my job and return to
Sabah. After a year of praying, God finally led me home. I
was already married with three children. We did not have
place to stay and we put up temporarily with my parents.
My brothers helped me build a house for my family and
we moved in a few months later. I thank God for my wife
who had been faithfully praying for me when I was in my
wilderness.

I began to attend church and
eventually started to become
actively involved in church
activities. I was inspired to be
equipped to become a pastor.
I enrolled in Bible School,
though I had no idea how I
could possibly fund my studies.
All that filled my mind was the need to be equipped for
ministry, and the hope that a change in the spiritual life of
my own family would then follow.
As a Bible School student, I still had to bear the daily living
expenses of my family - food and utility bills, and the
needs of my school-going children. My first steps into the
Bible school were accompanied by mixed emotions. I
stepped forward in faith and duly registered myself
because I had faith in what God said in Mark 11:22-24,
“Have faith in God… if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go,
throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their
heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will
be done for them. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask
for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will
be yours.”
I decided not to let my problems stop me from going to
Bible School and responding to God’s calling. I will be a
faithful servant and will work hard to advance the gospel
to many people. May our God be glorified!
*Notes:
Jusilee is graduating this December and will serve as an
evangelist in a local church next year. It will be another
few years before he can be ordained as a pastor. He was
sponsored by a cell group in PJ for his studies through
our Sikhem Initiative. It was last Christmas that he
bought 3 pairs of new shoes for his children.
“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of him
who brings good tidings, making peace heard; who
brings good news, making salvation heard; who says to
Zion, Your God reigns!” (Isaiah 52:7)

Bridging Christian Communities
Why Is He Not Wearing His Shoes?
Like other Sabahan students of Pulau Banggi in Kudat,
Nawi, a Dusun Bonggi boy, took a total of four hours a day
to go to and fro from school. Students in the interior have
to cross the jungle, sometimes alone, as early as 5 a.m. so
as to reach school before 7 a.m. And they walk
barefooted.

Why are they not wearing their shoes when they are
walking through the jungle? Shoes are considered a
luxury for the students here. It is hard to get a pair
without help from the school. So, to extend the life of the
shoes, most of the students will remove their shoes and
walk barefooted all the way back and forth.
For them, the precious shoes are to be worn only in
school. Yet poverty and transport difficulties never thwart
their enthusiasm to seek an education. Can you imagine
walking in darkness, as early as 5 a.m., to school
barefooted?
In future, when you or your church
plan a short-term mission trip to the
interior of Sabah and Sarawak,
consider bringing some school shoes
for the children. That will really
bless them!

Wawasan Penabur’s Vision
To sow, grow and spread the best
Bahasa Malaysia resources among the
BM-speaking Christian in Malaysia
A special thanks to all the individuals, cell groups and
churches, who have sponsored 37 Bible School
students this year, through Wawasan Penabur’s
Sikhem Initiative. The Lord bless you for your
partnership in this ministry.
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Sowing BM Christian Resources

Sowing BM Christian Resources

New Book: Eksposisi Khutbah

“Setiap Murid Kristian Adalah Murid
Kristus” Campaign

Do you believe it’s our responsibility to help build a
healthy church? Jesus commands us to make disciples
(Matt 28:18-20). Jude says to build ourselves up in the
faith (Jude 2)-21). Peter calls us to use our gifts to serve
others (1 Pet. 4:10). Paul tells us to speak the truth in
love so that our church will become mature (Eph.
4:13,15).
Eksposisi Khutbah (Expositional Preaching) is the latest
title in our Siri Kupasan
Alkitab series. It is written for
preachers and preachers-intraining. The author, Pastor
David Helm, outlines what
makes a faithful expositor of
God’s Word.
David Helm writes, “Though this book
will serve adequately as an
introduction to expositional preaching,
one of my hopes is that the person
who is already preaching or teaching
the Bible will find that it offers a useful
grid by which to examine what you are
presently doing. It is almost meant as
a ‘follow-up’, a way of giving you the
chance to ask yourself, ‘Is this what I am doing? Am I
bringing out of the Scriptures only what is there? Am I
doing so in ways that rightly humble the listener, exalt the
Savior, and promote holiness in the lives of those
present?’”
The book is available at Wawasan Penabur and KVBC at
RM 20/copy.

Addressing The Need
Larry is a 17 year old Iban youth who had stopped going
to school a couple of years ago. He decided that he
preferred to join the workforce as a lorry driver at the
local oil palm plantation. After all, he saw no reason to
pursue his secondary education, and decided that he
would rather earn his keep instead outside the four walls
of the classroom. He hails from a longhouse supposedly
Christian, but nominalism is rife among the dwellers.
Larry spends most of his free
time on his smartphone as he
remains connected to his
friends through the virtual
world, while his Bup Kudus
(Iban Bible) remains on a
bookshelf in his room. When asked, “Why are you not
reading your Bup Kudus?” Larry shrugged his shoulders
and mentioned nonchalantly, “It is too thick and full or
words” before returning to his smartphone that was
inundated with yet another slew of instant messages
during the few minutes that had just passed.
And across the state border, in Ranau, Sabah, Julius
represents the 27% of the Christian population in Sabah,
where nominalism is the largest threat to the Church
internally. They are the second, third, and fourth
generation Christians who have no personal relationship
with the Lord. Church is just a building to be visited once
or twice a year on Easter and Christmas. No wonder the
Islamic dakwah movement is so successful among the
young people, especially among the secondary schools
children.

Looking for Sunday School Resources?
Look no further… Here’s a set of 18 teaching guides with
teaching aid for a 8-year curriculum (from Kindergarten to
Standard 6), covering 95% of the Bible!

Lapan Permata is available at Wawasan Penabur at RM
25/book or RM 450/set of 18 books (postage included)

Digital Age Challenges
Like it or not, we live in a connected world these days. It
seems that children and adults alike enjoy plenty of
“screen time” - that is, burying one’s nose within the
display of a mobile device, be it a smartphone, tablet,
computer or sitting right smack in front of a TV. Christians
are not immune to this phenomenon, and is it any
wonder that the Bible no longer gets that much “screen
time”, if at all, compared to a smart phone? This is not
limited to just the urban dwellers, as many youths from
the interior of the Borneo jungles, too, own a smartphone
That comes complete with a data connection to keep

them engrossed with social networking whenever they
venture out to town.

If our younger generation has not picked up the habit of
reading the Bible, how will their faith shape up in the
future? Perhaps, we might need to engage the youths in a
different manner to help them discover the joys and
wonder of reading God’s love letter, the Bible. One of the
methods would be to use a more visually appealing
format by including pictures and little anecdotes in
between the Holy Scriptures.

Singa Yehuda Comics
Singa Yehuda is a 130 page
full-coloured comic book
based on the Gospel of
Mark. We do not want to
create
just
another
illustrated Gospel of Mark
- we wanted to draw the
attention of the readers to
believe and be sure that
God’s Word is alive and
working (Hebrews 4:12)
and that the Word of the
Lord will live forever (1
Peter 1:25). God’s Word
has the power to change
the lives of children and
adults alike!
To distribute the books among the schools, colleges and
universities, we have launched a campaign “Setiap Murid
Kristian Adalah Murid Kristus” (Every Christian Student
is Christ’s Disciple Campaign). It is our prayers that this
book will help us understand, remember and put into
practice the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ in our lives.
Just as Jesus prayed to the Father, “Sanctify them through
Your truth. Your Word is truth.” (John 17:17)

Why Singa Yehuda?
But why “Singa Yehuda” (Lion of Judah)? Traditionally,
Mark the Evangelist is symbolized by a winged lion – a
regal figure of courage. The lion also represents Jesus'
resurrection as lions were believed to sleep with eyes
open, an allusion to Christ in the tomb. The lion
represents Christ as king. This signifies that Christians
should be courageous on the path of salvation. The book
starts with John the Baptist, “a voice of a man who calls
out in the desert” (Mark 1:3), a man born to be different,
roaring in the desert.
“The Lion of Judah” is another
title for Jesus. God’s promise
to Jacob through his fourth son
was, “You are a lion’s cub,
Judah….The scepter will not
depart from Judah, nor the
ruler’s staff from between his
feet, until he to whom it
belongs shall come and the
obedience of the nations shall
be his” (Genesis 49:9a, 10). One
day, Jesus will return as the
Judge as foretold in Revelation
5:5, “See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of
David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its
seven seals” ( Rev 5:5). The Lamb of God who is seated at
the right hand of the Almighty One is worthy to receive
power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor
and glory and praise (Rev 5:12) because with His blood He
purchased for God persons from every tribe and language
and people and nation. He has made them to be a
kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign
on the earth (Rev. 5:9-10).

In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus and His disciples did all
things “immediately”, swift as lions. Although many
aspects of Jesus' humanity are portrayed in the Gospel of
Mark - His wrath, His sorrow, and His mercy - the main
purpose of Mark is to encourage Christians to know Jesus
as the Son of God, the Messiah, and to help them remain
steadfast in their faith in the face of persecution and
other threats. Mark wants his readers to understand what
it means to be a disciple of Jesus.
The book is available at a heavily subsidized price of RM 2
per copy.

We visited and brought a lot of books to 2 Bible Schools
in August 2017: Maktab Injil Malaysia in Lawas and
Luther Seminary in Kudat, Sabah. A courtesy visit to PCS
Pusat resulted in a MOU to set up a resource centre.
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How Can We Work Together?
Help raise awareness and funds. I believe this
ministry has long-term potential. I desire to play an active
role in engaging hearts and minds, so that others will also
commit to strengthening the BM Church – through
energy, funds and prayer.

Get involved in writing/translation projects. I
would like to join and contribute to a network of
Christian writers, translators and publishers focused
on developing BM resources.

Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu Anak
Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign” for Orang Asli, Sabah
and Sarawak children.

Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the
house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the
Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan
Penabur team accountable to the Lord through
faithful intercession and action.

Support Wawasan Penabur’s “Singa Yehuda Project”
to print and distribute Gospel & Apologetics Comics to
the youths

Sponsor and support Bible School students or Full-time
youth workers through “Sikhem Initiative”

I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd.
Here is my/our gift _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.*
Name : _________________________________________ Email: _____________________________
Name (or___________________________________________________________________________
Company Name)
Contact Person
Address:
Contact
AddressNumber(s): ____________________(hse) ______________________ (off)
____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax)

Make cheque payable to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd”
Deposit cash/cheque into Maybank account: 5623 6663 2813
* Please fax/send/email the bank-in-slip to us.

