
             

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
and recovering sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18-19) 
 
September 16, 2012 marks the ushering in of the 
50

th
 year of the formation of Malaysia as a 

nation.  It is the Jubilee Year in the Biblical 
context – a time to release, return, renew, 
redeem and restore. 
 
As churches continue to pray and act during this 
Jubilee year, let us not forget a special group of 
people who have been overlooked (even by us) 
for years – the Orang Asli. Many of them have 
been oppressed, exploited and led astray.  They 
are losing their resource rights and land rights.  
They are losing their land to government land 
schemes, new townships, private plantations, 
mining concessions, highways and dams, and 
other forms of ‘development’. 
 
The year of Jubilee is for them. They have a 
special place in God’s heart. As the first 
inhabitants of this land, they have a significant 
place in the Malaysian Church.  
 
May the articles in this issue will challenge us to 
pray and support the Orang Asli Church. Indeed, 
this is the year of the Lord’s favor. 
 
 

Berita Rakan Penabur is an electronic 

publication of Wawasan Penabur containing 
news and information about our work and 
new Christian resources in Bahasa Malaysia. 
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A Chosen People, A Royal Priesthood 
 

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you 

out of darkness into His wonderful light.” (1 Peter 2:9) 
 

   
 

Malaysia has a population of 28 million, out of which 9.2% or 2.6 million are 
Christians.  67% of them are found in East Malaysia, and the remaining 33% 
(approximately 800,000) live in the rest of the 11 states in Semenanjung.  In 
Sabah 27% of the state population are Christians while in Sarawak, it is 42%. 
About 65% of the Christian population in Malaysia are Bahasa-speaking. 
 
Often overlooked are the Orang Asli.  They numbered 178,000 in 2010, a 
mere 0.6% of the national population.  And only 20% of them (36,000) were 
listed as Christians.  They may be small in number, but their membership in 
the Body of Christ is not insignificant. As the ‘first people ‘ (Orang Asal or 
sometimes refer to as Anak Sulung in the prophetic movement) of 
Semenanjung, many believe that they are among those that holding the 
spiritual key to open the gate of revival in this nation. It is, therefore, 
important for established churches to understand and accept the Orang Asli 
churches and help them grow. 
 

Gospel Into The Forest 
Christ commissions His Church to spread the Gospel to every tribe and 
tongue.  The jungle is the home to a good number of Orang Asli who, by and 
large, are neglected by society.  Most of them live below the poverty line. 
They were considered as ‘kafirs’, ‘non-humans’, ‘savages’ and ‘jungle-

beasts’. In fact, the derogatory term ‘Sakai’ meaning slave or dependent 

was used for the Orang Asli until the middle of last century. Many Orang Asli 
elders still remember this sad period of their history, and the Orang Asli 
detest being called Sakai. 
 

However, God had not forgotten them.  The gospel 
penetrated the dense forests and rough terrains to 
reach the Orang Asli. The Catholics began their 
missionary activities among the Temuans in the 
middle of the 19th Century. The Methodists started 
theirs in the 1930’s when a Batak guru, Alexander 
Simandjoentak, was sent by the Methodist Mission to 
the Sengoi in Tapah in August 1931, and to the 
Cameron Highlands in 1932.  The Brethren, Lutherans 
and Assembly of God also started reaching out to the 

Orang Asli.  The Bahai missionaries had a following in the 1960’s while 
Muslim missionary work has increased over the last two decades.  Prior to 
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that, the official attitude toward the Orang Asli was one of 
indifference. They were treated as an anthropological curiosity 
or merely as convenient objects for proselytization.  
 
The early Methodist missionaries such as Paul Means, however, 
saw the Orang Asli not as ‘objects’ of mission, but rather as 
‘subjects’.  Besides sharing the faith, these missionaries also 
responded to the economic and health needs of the Orang Asli.  
It mattered to them that the acceptance of Christianity should 
not result in the alienation of the Sengoi from their land or their 
traditional way of life.  Over time, the Sengoi incorporated 
Christian values into their culture, a process referred to in 
missionary terminology as the process of ‘enculturation’.  It 
mattered to the indigenous communities that their culture, 
language and way of life be not traumatically displaced by the 
advent of Christian missionaries.  
 
The work among the Orang Asli was not easy. Hampered by lack 
of understanding of their primal beliefs and the many quick- 
changing events during and after the Second World War, the 
Orang Asli Church could not exist independently from the 
sending churches.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Planting 
The church planting and Orang Asli ministry accelerated in the 
1980’s.  Rev Leong Mock Chow of the Lutherans served in 
Cameron Highlands, Rev Lieow Meng Kuang in Tapah and Sister 
Ngeh of the Methodist Church served the Semelai in Maran and 
Bukit Ibam.  Rev Lieow later founded JEKOA (Jemaah Kristen 
Orang Asli) to teach and train Orang Asli leaders. The 1980’s saw 
a second wave of revival in Ba Kelalan and the Orang Asli were 
also impacted when Pak Tagal Paran and friends flew from 
Sarawak to share the gospel with the Orang Asli in the interior of 
Pahang.   In 1988 ‘Gospel to the Poor’ was founded by Rev Moses 
Soo who travelled from Grik, Perak, all the way down south into 
Pahang.  To date, they have planted 42 Orang Asli churches in 
the forests of Pahang and Kelantan.   
 
In 1991 Malaysian CARE began 
their outreach to the Orang Asli 
groups in Perak using community 
development approach.  Under 
Rev Ng Moon Hing, the Anglicans 
in Ipoh started their ‘village 
ministry’ in Perak in 1993 and 
from 1995 onwards, they 
extended their ministry to the 
Orang Asli.  English tuition classes 
and chapels were set up.  They 
also started bible schools to 
provide basic theological training 
to the Orang Asli.  
 
SIB began their involvement in the Orang Asli ministry in the  
 

1960’s, but church planting started in 1990’s especially in 
Bentung, Jerantut and Temerloh.  The holistic and contextual 
approach of sending East Malaysian pastors to evangelise,  
pastor and live among them has proved to be an effective 
way of church planting among the Orang Asli.  SIB was even 
mentioned in one of the Dakwah Seminars where Muslim 
missionaries were urged to emulate SIB if they wanted to 
convert the Orang Asli to Islam. 
 
The Dakwah Movement 
In recent years the Orang Asli have also 
been targeted for conversion to Islam 
through a number of local government 
programmes. The Islamic Affairs 
Department also started to work 
closely with the Department of Orang 
Asli Affairs  (JHEOA) in their dakwah 
movement.  Outsiders were stopped by the authorities and 
not allowed to enter Orang Asli settlements.  And there are 
disturbing cases of newly-built Orang Asli churches being 
destroyed by the local authority. 
 
With the banning of Alkitab Indonesia in 1981 and the 
prohibition to print, publish, sell and circulate the Alkitab in 
1983, the work among the Orang Asli became more difficult.  
Under the guise of ‘protecting them from outside influences’, 
the authorities will stop construction work on churches.  
From the 1980’s the policy of integrating the Orang Asli has 
taken an even more pronounced religious connotation, as 
the JHEOA has activities aimed at the spiritual development 
of the Orang Asli. This is widely seen as referring to the 
conversion of Orang Asli to Islam through a number of 
enticements. It was once reported that state-funded Islamic 
mission endeavours in parts of Malaysia, such as Kelantan, 
would reward Muslim men RM 10,000 for marrying an Orang 
Asli woman!  
 

   
 
All dakwah activity among the Orang Asli is fully supported 
by JHEOA, including campus activities. In 1991, the Religious 
Affairs Department and JHEOA appointed and trained 250 
Muslim missionaries known as ‘penggerak masyarakat’.  It 
was also announced that a balai raya which includes a surau 
would be built in Orang Asli villages.  Their ultimate aim is to 
assimilate the Orang Asli into the Malay community 
(meMelayukan) although officially they claim the goal is to 
integrate the Orang Asli into mainstream society. 
 
JHEOA has been accused of showing favouritism toward 
Orang Asli who converted. Muslim Orang Asli are getting 
priority in receiving aid and houses.  Their villages tend to 
have better facilities such as roads, electricity and water 
supply.  But Orang Asli churches and villages are deprived of 
all these basic facilities. 

 

 
 

 

 



The Jubilee Promises 
As Malaysia celebrates her Jubilee Year, 
God is doing something significant among 
the Orang Asli as the First People of this 
land.  In early April, the ‘Homecoming : 
Perhimpunan Anak Negeri’ kicked off in 
Kuala Lipis.  The few Orang Asli leaders  
who attended the gathering caught the 
vision and subsequently,  flew to Kota 
Kinabalu to join the rest of the first peoples 
(Orang Asal) Christians in the ‘Gathering 
Anak Negeri’, and the ‘Kebaktian Suku-Suku 
Bangsa’ in Kuching.  
 

 
(photos courtesy of Chrisanne Chin) 

 

On Malaysia Day, the Kem Yobel in Bentung saw some 800 Orang 
Asli proclaiming the year of the Lord’s favor upon Malaysia.  
Orang Asli children took the stage to pray for the land during the 
Jubilee Prayer in Stadium Melawati. The Orang Asli Christian has 
indeed risen! 
 
The Challenge Ahead 
Over the last 20 years, many Orang Asli have migrated from their 
villages to towns for work or studies. Some of them continue to 
commute between their villages and the towns, not just because 
of the higher cost of living in the towns, but more so because 
they do not find acceptance by the other communities in towns. 
Some Orang Asli confess that they feel out of place in the urban 
churches because of the wide disparity in educational and socio- 
economic status. Language is also another barrier to settling 
down. 
 
Generally, urban churches have not extended their fellowship to 
their Orang Asli brethren, not because they do not want to, but 
because they do not know how to. Meanwhile, existing Orang 
Asli churches confine their ministry within their villages and are 
reluctant to work with the urban churches – even with those 
within the same denomination – to serve their people in the 
towns. 
 
It is the kairos time to work toward independent Orang Asli 
churches, away from the trend of Orang Asli churches’ 
dependency on the established churches. In the early years, we 
sent missionaries to do outreach.  Now we need to send 
teachers, trainers and administrators, so that the Orang Asli 
churches will become mature, moving toward self-theologising, 
self-governance, self- support and self-propagation.  
 
We pray for the next generation of Orang Asli to be leaders and 
servants of the Almighty God. 
 

Some Facts & Figures 
 
‘Orang Asli’ is a collective term for some 19 ethnic groups of 
less than 180,000 in total who are widely regarded as 
comprising peninsular Malaysia’s original inhabitants (in the 
sense that they pre-dated the arrival of Malays). They are 
generally divided into three distinct groupings: the Negrito, 
Senoi and Proto-Malay.  They are found in all the states in 
Peninsular Malaysia except Perlis and Penang. 
 

 

SENOI PROTO-MALAY NEGRITO 

Semai 
Temiar 
Jahut 
Che Wong 
Mah Meri 
Semoq Beri 
Temoq 

Temuan 
Semelai 
Jakun 
Orang Kanaq 
Orang Kuala 
Orang Seletar 

Kensiu 
Kintaq 
Jahai 
Lanoh 
Mendriq 
Bateq 

         

        Table 1: The Ethnic Groups of Orang Asli in Semenanjung 

 
In 2010 JAKOA (Jabatan Kemajuan Orang Asli) which was 
known as Jabatan Hal Ehwal Orang Asli (JHEOA) prior to 
January 2011, reported that the population of Orang Asli has 
increased from 141,230  in 2006 to 178,197 in 2010.  Almost 
all of them live in 852 isolated villages in the jungle and on the 
fringes of towns. 559 villages have population of between 
100-500 persons only. 
 

State Negrito Senoi Proto-Malay Total 

Pahang 925 29,439 37,142 67,506 

Perak 2,413 50,281 605 53,299 

Kedah 251 19 0 270 

Selangor 3 5,073 12,511 13,457 

Kelantan 1,381 12,047 29 13,457 

Terengganu 34 818 41 893 

N. Sembilan 0 96 10,435 10,531 

Melaka 1 28 1,486 1,515 

Johor 1 55 13,083 13,139 

Total 5,009 97,856 75,332 178,197 
                       

                      Source: Jabatan Hal Ehwal Orang Asli (2010) 

 

 

  

 

 

     



24/7 Year of Prayer for Malaysia 
 

    
10,000 Sabah Christians praying for Malaysia on 16 September 2012 

 
The 24/7 Year of Prayer for Malaysia continues to call all 
Christians and churches to unite in prayer for justice, peace 
and reconciliation for the nation, focusing on migrants, 
refugees, indigenous people and the poor.  Let Justice Prevail! 
 
November 20 is the Universal Children’s Day.  Pray for the 
youth and children in our country. 
 

1.  Pray for all rights of children and youth to be upheld; pray 
that more Christians will rise up to be strategic thinkers 
for the future of children and youth, to be a voice for the 
abused, neglected or forgotten children and youth.  

2. Pray for urgent progress in setting up of safety nets 
through legal support, medical and emotional support, 
monitoring of and guidance through the justice system, 
against any form of slavery, trafficking, forced labour, 
abuse and emotional danger. 

3. Pray for more urgent efforts to educating families, 
churches, frontline workers and the community.  Pray 
against any form of discrimination. 

4. Pray for protection of youth and young offenders in the 
criminal justice system. 

5. Pray for protection of young people and children from the 
frightening problem of substandard education that is also 
exacerbated by other factors such as the disintegration of 
family unit, poverty, ill health and bad influence from 
media and peers.  Pray against generational poverty that 
will deprive young people of an education by forcing them 
to work in order to help support the family. 

6. Pray that no child or young person be prevented from the 
freedom of choosing his beliefs or faith. Pray that every 
child and young person in this country will have the 
chance to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ and have a life-
changing experience of knowing Him. 

7. Pray that little children and youth will have a vital role to 
play in church life, that they will be treated as having 
active roles, equal access and provided with opportunities 
to lead so as to prepare them to be transformational 
leaders for this generation. 
 

  

 About 65% practice traditional animism, 15–20 % are Muslims, 
and as many as 20% have turned to Christ over the last 30 years. 
There are several villages which are completely Christian. 
However, as their villages can be distant, often with no proper 
roads or basic amenities, there is an urgency to train leaders so 
that sharing the gospel with their own people can be continued. 
It is reported that the percentage of Orang Asli converting to 
Islam has been steadily increasing in recent years, especially 
among the Proto-Malay.  Some Orang Asli converted because of 
a genuine attraction to Islam, but the majority converted 
because of pressure and by trickery, without even knowing they 
had embraced Islam. 
 
None of the tribal languages has a written script. There is hardly 
any Christian literature in their native languages. Neither has any 
book of the Bible been translated.  But the legacy of William 
Napitapoeloe lives on.  He is a Batak  from the Toba Batak 
Lutheran Church (Huria Kristen Batak Protestan), working among 
the lowland Orang Asli communities.  In 1955, he produced a 
tract entitled Nong Selamat (Way of Salvation) and translated 
the Gospel of Mark and John into the Sengoi language in 1954.  
He was eventually seen as a threat and was harassed by the 
police and some Malays who believed that the Orang Asli should 
instead be converted to Islam.  He was later ordered to leave 
Malaya despite 23 years of residence in the country. 
 

 

Arini and Her One Ringgit 
 

 
 

“Uncle, can I have this book?”  With one ringgit in her hand, 
Arini, a 4 year- old Orang Asli girl, wanted to buy a copy of 
Alkitab Kanak-Kanak.  She cannot read as she hasn’t started 
going to school. She said, “But I can look at the pictures and pick 
up stories from the Bible.” 
 
Arini is just one of more than 200 over Orang Asli children who 
were at the recent Kem Yobel in Bentung.  The Alkitab Kanak-
Kanak retailing at RM 5 (through sponsorship) brought smiles to 
many Orang Asli children.  One ringgit may not be significant to 
us, but to Arini and the like, it is all that she has. While most of us 
can buy a Bible anywhere or read Scriptures at the click of a 
button, the fact is that there are more than 500,000 Bahasa-
speaking Christian children in East Malaysia (and among the 
Orang Asli) without access to the Bible. 
 
We, therefore, invite you to join us in this breakthrough ministry 
to disciple the next generation of Bahasa-speaking Christian 
leaders. Your giving will have a lifelong impact, bringing about 
transformation to our new generation of Christian leaders in 
Malaysia.  Join us in placing at least one Alkitab Kanak-Kanak in 
the hands of a child. 

 

 

 

  



AKK to Betong 
(as reported by Pr Richard Labung Ganang, Kuching) 

 
Shalom Wawasan Penabur, 
 
The Long House Ministry of Trinity Methodist Church in 
Kuching concentrates on 2 centres:  Saratok (Rh. Maya) and 
Betong (Rh. Ensudin).  There are 6 longhouses in each centre, 
with a total of about 100 children.  The children do not have 
their own personal Bible. The Alkitab Kanak-Kanak published 
by Wawasan Penabur has made it possible for the children to 
read the Word of God in Bahasa. 
 

 
 

On the 28 & 29 July 2012, I led a 
team from Trinity Methodist 
Church, together with SIB The Way 
(Mandarin-speaking group), to visit 
our centre in Betong (Rumah 
Ensudin).  
 
After the kebaktian that evening, 
32 children received the Alkitab 
Kanak-Kanak. The books were 
distributed by the professionals 
among us, such as doctors and 
nurses. This served as an 
encouragement to motivate them 
to study the Word of God.  The 
children were excited and couldn’t 
wait to flip through and start 
reading.  We also prayed for the 
children. 
 
 

Thank you Wawasan Penabur! 
 

Richard Labung Ganang 
Coordinator, Long House Ministry 

Trinity Methodist Church, Kuching.  
 

 

 Update on SASA - Satu Anak Satu 
Alkitab (1M 100K Campaign) 
 
The Satu Anak Satu Alkitab – 1M 100K Initiative was launched in 
January 2012, but only in April that supports from individuals and 
churches start tickling in.  The awareness of the need to disciple 
the future generation of leaders in Malaysian churches (the 
Bahasa speaking Christian children) is still very low. Priority is still 
for overseas missions and church buildings.  At the same time, 
the aggressive Islamization effort on our children continues 
without to wait for the Church to be ready. 
 
Because of the urgent demand, we have printed another 30,000 
copies (making it now 60,000 have been printed for the SASA 
Campaign) last August.  To cover the cost of printing, Wawasan 
Penabur has channeled our proceeds from sales of books to fund 
the printing. 

 
 

 

And immediately after printing, 20,000 of Alkitab Kanak-Kanak 
were sent to be distributed in 8 Dayak majority areas in Sarawak 
through the "Flood Sarawak Project"- flooding the Land of the 
Hornbills with God's Word. Praise God for those individuals who 
have contributed towards this project, allowing Alkitab Kanak-
Kanak to reach into the interior of Sarawak. Local churches 
(especially SIB) in Kuching, Sibu, Miri and Bintulu Lawas has 
played their role in taking and distributing the books in the 
hinterland. 
 
We still have 40,000 copies to be printed and distributed before 
the year 2012 ends. All of us can play a role in placing at least 
one Alkitab Kanak-Kanak in the hands of a child. Every book that 
you buy at the price of RM 30 per copy (either for yourself or buy 
to bless others), you actually contributed 3 Alkitab Kanak-Kanak 
to Sabah, Sarawak and the Orang Asli.  
 

Please direct all your support to: 
Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd 

P.O.Box: 8327, Kelana Jaya Post Office 
46787 Petaling Jaya, SELANGOR 

May Bank Account No: 5623 6663 2813 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

If you have similar stories to tell, please write to us! 


