April - June 2014
A Quarterly Newsletter Linking Christian Bahasa Writers, Publishers, Bahasa Churches and Ministry Workers Around Malaysia

A Famine for the Word of God
“He humbled you, causing you to hunger and
then feeding you with manna, which neither you
nor your ancestors had known, to teach you that
man does not live on bread alone but on every
word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.”
(Deuteronomy 8:3)
The Bible is the most hated and the most loved
book of all times. Some consider it worth dying
for; others are only too eager to make sure they
die. It is attacked more than any other book; yet
it has always been proved right in the end.
The series of events in this country since the
beginning of this year, confirms that even as
people may try to destroy the Bible and
persecute those who follow it, its power cannot
be extinguished. In the end, their attempts are
like the pouring of water on a gasoline fire. Its
influence continues to spread. Even if there is a
group successful in eradicating it from their own
locality (to their own ultimate loss), its influence
will spring up somewhere else. The Word of God
is unstoppable!

“The days are coming,” declares the Sovereign LORD,
“when I will send a famine through the land—
not a famine of food or a thirst for water,
but a famine of hearing the words of the LORD.
People will stagger from sea to sea and wander from north to east,
searching for the word of the LORD, but they will not find it.” (Amos 8:11-12)

In time of plenty who thinks of famine? But famine sometimes succeeds
plenty. It was so in Egypt. There were first seven years of plenty, and then
seven years of famine; and all the plenty was forgotten when the famine
consumed the land.
About 750 B.C., an obscure farmer and
shepherd was called by God to be a
prophet. His name was Amos and his
mission was to warn Israel of God's coming
judgment should they not repent! Sadly,
the nation did not heed the call to
repentance. As a result, they were led into
Assyrian captivity. Part of Amos' prophecy that was fulfilled concerned an
unusual famine that would come upon the people: A Famine for the Word of
God!

Self-imposed Famine
But an unused Bible is as useless as the lost book
hidden in the temple before it was rediscovered
by King Josiah (2 Chronicle 34). Could it be that
God allows the Alkitab saga to happen because
we don’t take His Word seriously? Could it be
that the LORD is reminding us again that people
do not live by bread alone, but by every word
that comes from the mouth of the Almighty
God?
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will never pass away” (Matt 24:35). He has
promised His Word will outlast both heaven and
earth. May we learn to treasure it, remember it,
read it, share it, and live it. Amen.

Today, there is also a famine of the Word of
God. Different in some ways, similar in other
ways, and producing the same results! How
can there be a famine of the Word of God in
this age where we enjoy an abundance of
Bibles and have access to God’s Word in so many different ways, including
multiple digital versions on our mobiles and tablets?
Is the present famine of the Word of God sent by God? Isn’t it evident that
God has provided for a "feast", not a "famine"? But many of us take God’s
Word for granted, and we self-impose the famine by our lack of appreciation
of what we have. In Amos’ prophecy it says they will search for God’s Word
but will not find it, but today we have God’s Word but choose not to read it.
We will only hunger and thirst when the Word of God is taken away from us.
No doubt many Christian homes have a few
Bibles somewhere. Few read it, and fewer
understand its meaning and apply its
principles to everyday life.
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Today in Malaysia, the Islamic agenda continues to be strengthened at the
expense of other beliefs. The distribution of the Alkitab will further be
curbed. Bibles are now no longer allowed in hotel rooms in Pahang. One
Christian organisation was given notice to deregister. The religious
establishment is trying to keep the Alkitab out of the hands of the majority
Bahasa-speaking Christian.

Such harassments will continue. A seminar at a local university
publicly ridiculed Christianity without giving the opportunity for
response. The High Court verdict against Sabah SIB and the
Federal Court verdict on the Catholic Weekly, The Herald, is the
latest step in the encroaching of Islam into the lives of nonMuslims in Malaysia.

When things around us are bleak, the Word gives us the
opposite message. God is sovereign over what is going on in this
nation and will work out His purposes. The Scriptures have been
under attack for centuries. There were so many attempts to
destroy Bibles. And all have failed to snuff out the Word. We are
confident that attempts to prevent people from reading the
Alkitab will also fail. “Heaven and earth will pass away but my
words will never pass away,” says our Lord Jesus.

Learn from the Chinese Christians
We have much to learn from the Chinese Christians. During the
Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), religion in general, and
Christianity in particular, was put through the most severe of
trials. All churches were closed while Bibles were banned,
confiscated and burnt. But that did not hamper the Chinese
Christians. The Bible became a rare and precious book. Because
Bibles were hard to find, they memorized God’s Word. Believers
often shared one copy of the Bible. Each person received a page,
and when they have memorized it, they got back together to
interchange the portions of the Bible. Truly, the darkness and
oppression in that country failed to snuff the light of His word.

From 1985 till the end of 2013, the Church
in China has printed and distributed more
than 64 million Bibles! What is the impact?
Millions have come to faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ through the reading of God’s Word.
Millions have been nurtured and established
in their faith through the preaching and
teaching of the Word. Millions have been
added to the Church in China. From an
estimated 2.7 million Christians (both Protestants and
Catholics) when the Communists came to power in 1949,
there are now more than 30 million Christians based on
official estimates in 2010 (unofficial: more than 100 millions)!

What About Us?
The Alkitab was first banned in Malaysia
in 1981, and the word “Allah” was first
prohibited from being used in Christian
publications in 1986. Our children and
young are the target of a systematic
Government-sponsored Islamisation
effort. It has been 33 years since 1981;
keeping quiet and doing nothing is not
an option for us anymore.
We have to disciple our young. Our Bahasa-speaking pastors
need our support. They have to be fully equipped to preach
and empowered to shepherd the people the Lord has placed
under their care. (2 Tim 3:16,17)
The majority of the Bahasa-speaking Christians in Malaysia are
from the interior. The Alkitab is not easily available because
of poor infra-structure and limited resources. The Alkitab can
be bought from the few Christian bookshops in town but the
lack of transport and means hinder the Christians in the
interior. Many believers in the interior remain extremely
vulnerable to the influence of Islam and cult groups that
distort the Truth.

Race Against Time
“When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my
heart’s delight, for I bear your name, LORD God Almighty.”
(Jeremiah 15:16)
Persecution in China continues till today, especially of house
churches that refuse to join the government-approved "Three
Self Protestant Movement" (TSPM). Arrests, detentions,
confiscation of property, beatings, fines, and police intimidation,
are all part of the challenges the Chinese Christians are facing.
Project Pearl in 1981 was a landmark Bible-smuggling operation
in China. In one night, Project Pearl brought into China one
million Bibles. The Lord used Project Pearl not only to rain down
a million Bibles upon His children across China to fuel revival, but
also to turn the Chinese government into His Bible “printer”!
Having lost face after a Time magazine article on Project Pearl
highlighted the lack of Bibles in China, the Chinese Communist
Party hurriedly ordered Bibles to be printed.

‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on
every word that comes from the mouth of
God.’ (Matt 4:4)
In this age Bibles may be widely available
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in many forms, yet the reality is that the
vast majority of Christians in Malaysia do not possess a copy.
A portion of the Bible (Gospel of Matthew) was first translated
into Bahasa 402 years ago. Yet ironically today four centuries
later, not every Bahasa-speaking Christian has an Alkitab.
“The time is surely coming,” says the Lord God, “when I will
send a famine on the land; not a famine of bread, or a thirst
for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord” (Amos 8:11.
NRSV)
Today, His servants should have the same urgent mind-set
that Jesus Christ had in His ministry on earth. He told His
disciples, “As long as it is day, we must do the works of him
who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work.”(John
9:4)
As an individual, let us make the commitment not to neglect
the all-powerful Word of God. Feast on God’s Word daily. As

a Body of Christ, God has given us a task — to spread
understanding of His Word, to preach the gospel, to help our
brethren who are in need. And the foundation of that is to study
the Bible and understand it ourselves—to prepare ourselves to
serve and help those God is calling as they move into the days
ahead. Let us do it while there is still time.

The Diary of a Bible
January: A busy time for me. Most of the family made a
commitment to read through me this year. It was great for
the first 2 weeks but they seem to be slacking as the days
pass.
February: Clean-up time! I was dusted yesterday and put
back in my place. My owner did use me for a few minutes
last week. He had been in an argument and was looking up
some references to prove he was right and put the other
party in place.
March: Grandpa visited us this month. He kept me on his lap
for an hour reading 1 Cor. 13. He seems to think more of me,
compared to some people in this household.
April: I had a busy day. My owner was appointed a leader of
something and used me. I got to go to church for the first
time this year...Easter Sunday!

Inisiatif TITUS 2:7
A Window of Opportunity
to Give … and to Receive
Like many Christian workers in the interior, Pr. Jimi*
shoulders the heavy responsibility of running the day-to-day
operations of the church and being the spiritual father to his
small congregation of fifty. Though not a trained pastor from
a Sekolah Alkitab, he was “chosen” to be the lay leader of the
church, simply because he was among the very few in his
kampung who can read and write. The kampung folks
respect him and appreciate his preaching of God’s Word
every Sunday. A small token of RM 5 per week is all the
entire congregation can muster as their “support”.
Sounds ludicrous? A pastor’s salary
of RM 20 per month! That was our
discovery when we went to Sabah in
March to deliver 250 copies of
Alkitab Edisi Studi (AES) to 3 Sekolah
Alkitab. The Bible Schools were
given a two month-notice prior to our visit, to prepare RM 50
for the AES.
We were deeply encouraged upon hearing that all the
students and lecturers of one Sekolah Alkitab in the interior
encouraged fasting (skipping one main meal) for 2 weeks to
save RM 4 per day. As a result, a total of 49 copies were
distributed to them with full payment rather than
installments.

May: I now have a few green stains on my pages. Some
flowers were pressed between my pages.
June: I look like a scrapbook. They have inserted lots of
notes- one of the girls got married.
July: They put me in a suitcase today. I guess we’re off on
vacation. I’d rather stay home… I know I'll be closed up in
this thing for at least 2 weeks.
August: …..still in the suitcase. Suffocating! Amidst soiled
clothes…dirty socks….a pair of smelly shoes…YUKS!
September: Back home at last and in my old familiar place. I
have a lot of new company…2 women's magazines and 4
comic books stacked on top of me. I wish they would read
me as much as they devour the other stuff.
October: They read me a little bit today. One of them is sick.
Right now I am smack in the center of the coffee table.
Hmm…I think the Pastor is coming by for a visit.
November: Back in my old place again. Somebody asked
today if I am to be given away as it’s time for a trendy, new
one. Fine…give me away to someone who will treasure me
but please read your new and trendy Bible more that you
have been reading me.
December: The family is busy getting ready for the holidays.
I guess I'll be smothered under wrapping paper and
packages again.... just as I have been every Christmas.
~ Author Unknown

At another school, 25 of a total 145 students (and lecturers)
were not able to pay for the book, but sensing the window of
opportunity, we allowed them to pay by installment so that
everyone can have a copy. Some students knelt and praised
God, so overwhelmed that they, too, can have a Study Bible.
A week later, an indigenous lawyer came to us after our short
sharing in a church, and pledged with tears to pay for the 25
AES for the students!
When we went to the last Bible School the reality of the
extreme poverty of the people broke our hearts. Only 4
students, out of a total of 26 students and lecturers, could
afford to pay in cash. We were told that the students did
part-time work in anticipation of our visit but simply could
not raise enough funds. They paid in coins! As we announced
that paying through installments was possible, some of the
lady students cried in joy as now they, too, could have a copy.
Two sets of books and AES were given to the
library of every school we visited. Since the
initiative started in January 2014, we have
brought in 1,200 copies of AES; 650 copies for
Sabah, 310 copies for Sarawak and 240 copies
hand-carried to Semenanjung. Numerous trips
have been made to Sabah and Sarawak to
deliver the AES into the hands of the students
and leaders in the interior.

Many of us are not even aware that 5
July 2014 was the Global Da’wah Day.
(http://www.onislam.net/english/news
/global/474635-global-dawah-daykicks-off.html) As a buildup to that day,
a series of open da’wah ceramah were
conducted in different parts of Sabah.
Pr. Jimi’s kampung and the surrounding
villages were not spared. In spite of
their love for Jesus, many believers in
the interior remain extremely
vulnerable to the influence of groups
that distort the Truth, or preach another “truth” to them.

Berita
As of July 2014, we have imported 1,200 copies of AES from
LAI. More than 50% have been distributed directly to pastors
and Sekolah Alkitab students. The governance model that we
impose ensures that every copy of the AES is stamped with
the recipient’s name, their photo is taken and details
recorded. The database will ensure no duplication of
recipients.

All the more reason why Inisiatif TITUS 2:7 must be seen as a
window of opportunity. The Initiative aims to raise RM 1M to
import 10,000 copies of AES from Lembaga Alkitab Indonesia for
the Bahasa-speaking pastors, leaders, ministry workers and Bible
School students. Instead of the retail price of between RM 250380, AES will then be made available to them at a heavily
subsidized rate of RM50. Through this we hope to empower
them to shepherd the people the Lord has placed under their
care (2 Tim 3:16, 17).

To date we have covered 5 Sekolah Alkitab (3 in Sabah & 2 in
Sarawak). A total of 290 students and lecturers have received
AES.
We do not know how long the window of opportunity will
remain open. Sensing the spiritual climate in this country, the
remaining 8,800 copies have to be brought in within the next 6-8
months even though the initiative aims to distribute 10,000
copies in a time frame of 2 years. Indeed opportunities offer
new possibilities. We need to see with the eye of faith if we are
to take advantage of new possibilities. Opportunities also call for
boldness and action.

MTS, Namaus

PPT, Bavangazo

We urge you to see this as a window
of opportunity to give, to bless, to
receive and to be blessed. May God
grant that we do so while there is
Books were all checked by KDN time, for the window will soon be
before they were released.
closing. We must not presume that
"there's always next year."
“Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food
will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge
the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every
way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
This service that you perform is not only supplying
the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many
expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service
by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God
for the obedience that accompanies your confession
of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in
sharing with them and with everyone else.
And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you,
because of the surpassing grace God has given you.
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”
(2 Corinthians 9:10-15)

MTS, Sibu

STS, Kota Kinabalu

MIM, Lawas

With our tagline, “Sowing BM Christian Resources, Bridging
Christian Communities”, we also had meetings with leaders
from across denominations.

Lunch/Dinner fellowship with heads of denominations/Christian
organisation in Kuching, Sibu and Kota Kinabalu

120 copies of AES were also distributed to the Orang Asli
pastors and ministry workers through the Methodist and
Brethren. 8,800 copies of AES are in the pipeline to be
brought in, depending on the funding collected. They are to
be distributed in the next 2 years, and we are working closely
with BM churches and Christian
organizations working among the
youth. To God be the glory!!

AES to be distributed to 26
Campus Crude for Christ workers.

Berita

Train the Trainers

Vivi Octaviazola is a 26 year old young mother
from Kota Marudu. We received an email
from her in May. She has a young daughter
whom she reads a page of the Alkitab KanakKanak to her every night. And in doing so, she
herself was blessed. “I thank God for the
opportunity to know His message through
Alkitab Kanak-Kanak. The colourful
illustrations attract both my daughter and I. The Creation story
suddenly came alive through the illustrations. I would like to
thanks Wawasan Penabur for publishing the book and the
donors who make it possible for us – young and old – to know
more about Jesus and His love for us.”
And this is Marla from Lawas. She is 6 years
old and still learning how to read. But that
didn’t stop her from buying one Alkitab
Kanak-kanak when we came to Lawas. She
took the book and tried to read (or was she
just looking at the pictures?). Our hearts
were warmed to see little children like Marla
reading God’s Word at very young age.

The ministry of Wawasan Penabur goes beyond publishing
and distributing books. Very often, our trips to Sabah and
Sarawak will end with training the local youth leaders how to
use our OBOR Belia series.
OBOR Belia is a five-year integrated discipleship material for
the youths (age 13-35). The series has 25 books covering
very practical issues facing by the youths today –
rediscovering the meaning of salvation and growing in Christ,
making decisions in life, examining the biblical teaching of
what we consider as cultural, examining the biblical teaching
of issues like LGBT, and many more.

Conducting “Training of Trainers” for OBOR Belia

There are times when we wonder if our giving really has blessed
others. Mrs Chan from Melaka, for example, has been faithfully
giving to “Satu Anak Satu Alkitab “ Campaign every month for
more than a year. It always warms our heart to receive her
phone call saying, “I have banked in RM 100 for the children”.
And we do have a few full time workers giving faithfully to the
Campaign every month. Their giving may be small, but their
hearts for the Bahasa-speaking children are definitely big!!

Your support to Wawasan Penabur goes beyond campaigns
and projects. We see the urgency to invest in the lives of lives
of our young, especially when they are constantly being
offered another ‘truth’ that is not of Christ!

Alkitab KanakKanak distributed
in schools by
Christian teachers

To date, we have printed 200,000 copies of Alkitab Kanak-Kanak.
190,000 have been distributed. And there are still a few hundred
thousands of Bahasa-speaking children in the interior yet to
receive the Alkitab Kanak-kanak. Let us continue to sow, and
pray that the seed will fall on good soil… that the children who
read and hear the Word of God will understand it, and they will
yield much fruits – a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was
sown. (Matthew 13: 23)
“This is what the kingdom of God
is like. A man scatters seed on
the ground. Night and day,
whether he sleeps or gets up, the
seed sprouts and grows, though
he does not know how. All by
itself the soil produces grain—
first the stalk, then the head,
then the full kernel in the head.”
(Mark 4:26-28)

A 3-month devotional book for
children from CEF:
Indah Bersama Tuhan –
Pengembaraan Harian
Dengan Tuhan
RM 2.00/copy.

Contact Siew Ean (012-3048022 or email
info@cefmalaysia.com) for more information.

Sowing BM Christian Resources
Ministry Vacancy: Part time Admin/Accounts personnel
Do you have a burden for Bahasa Malaysia ministry? Are
you looking for a ministry to serve in? We are looking for a
part time Admin/Accounts personnel with the following
prerequisites:
 Ability to work independently.
 Fluency in Bahasa Malaysia and English, written and
spoken. Knowledge of Mandarin is a plus point.
 Ability to do book keeping, monthly accounts, stock
reconciliation/check and the handling of orders.
 With own transport.

Board of Advisers





Rev Wong Fong Yang
Rev Danil Raut
Lim Heng Seng
Rev Datuk Jerry Dusing

Board of Directors (Penabur)

Please write to us at wawasan.penabur@gmail.com.






Bridging Christian Communities
Wawasan Penabur is helping a Sekolah Alkitab in Sabah to
purchase theological and reference books from Indonesia
(target: RM 10,000). Currently it only has a handful books
in its library. Please write to us if you want to sponsor
some books, or if you are able to bring in some from
Indonesia.

Chow Chee Yan
Roshan Thiran
Alfred R. Tais
Randy Singkee

Wawasan Penabur Staff
 Randy Singkee
 Steffisley Mosingki

How Can We Work Together?
There are many ways for us to partner together in God’s ministry of sowing, growing and spreading the best resources to
the Bahasa-speaking Church.
Help raise awareness and funds. I believe this
ministry has long-term potential. I desire to play an active
role in engaging hearts and minds, so that others will also
commit to strengthening the BM Church – through
energy, funds and prayer.
Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu
Anak Satu Alkitab Campaign” for Orang Asli, Sabah
and Sarawak. I believe my giving will bless the Bahasaspeaking Christians in this nation.

Get involved in writing/translation projects. I
would like to join and contribute to a network of
Christian writers, translators and publishers focused
on developing BM resources.
Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the
house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the
Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan
Penabur team accountable to the Lord through
faithful intercession and action.

Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Inisiatif TITUS 2:7” for Orang Asli, Sabah and Sarawak BM-speaking
pastors, leaders and Bible school students. I believe my giving will bless the Bahasa-speaking Christians in this nation.
I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd.
Here is my/our gift _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.*
Name : _________________________________________ Email: _____________________________
Name (or___________________________________________________________________________
Company Name)
Address:
Contact Person

Contact
AddressNumber(s): ____________________ (hse) ______________________ (off)
____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax)
Cheque: issue to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd”
Bank-in : Public Bank account: 3127674507
CIMB Bank account: 800 2648457
Maybank account: 5623 6663 2813
* Please fax/send/email the bank-in-slip to us.
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