
             

It is recorded in 2 Kings 22 that during the search 
of the house for the money needed for the work 
of restoration, Hilkiah the high priest found the 
Book of the Law of the LORD. This he delivered to 
Shaphan the scribe. What a sorry reflection on 
the condition of Judah — the Word of God had 
been lost! But then it was recovered! 
 
The Book was then brought to King Josiah, and 
Shaphan read it before the king. And it had an 
immediate effect. The king heard the words of 
the law. He rent his garments, thus expressing his 
heartfelt contrition at the prevailing condition of 
things.  The Word of God and prayer are ever the 
antecedents of revival. The prophetic word was 
given — judgment must fall on this intolerable 
state of affairs amongst the professed people of 
God. Yet the mercy of God takes account of real 
repentance. He marks the contrite heart, the 
self-humbling, the rending of garments, the 
weeping of repentance. God hears — God 
blesses. And that was the beginning of a national 
revival for Judah. 
 

The moral of this great revival was that it flowed 
from the reading and application of the Word of 
God. The prerequisite of revival in any day must 
be a whole-hearted acceptance of that Word 
manifested in an unqualified obedience to it. 
Josiah was eight years old when he became king, 
and he was 26 when the revival came. May we 
also see the importance of putting God’s Word in 
the hand of our children (and youths).   
 

May God grant that we will all, writers and 
readers alike, lay these few thoughts to heart 
and be thus enabled to truly pray, "Revive Thy 
work in the midst of the years" (Habakkuk 3: 2). 
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Every Generation Needs To Be Evangelised 
 

          
 

God has no grandchildren.  It does not matter if we are second, third or 
fourth generation Christians; we have to have the personal experience with 
the Lord.  I remember sitting in a kebaktian two years ago, listening to a 
rather charismatic BM-speaking pastor sharing on John 3:16.  He is a third 
generation Christian and pastor in his family.  The grandfather was a pastor.  
The father was and still is a pastor.  He said, “Just like many of us from 
Sabah and Sarawak, we have been Christians since birth. We don’t have to 
say the sinner’s prayer like a non-believer does when he/she accepts Christ 
as his/her savior. For us who are born in a Christian family, we are already 
Christians and our second birth is when we are baptized in water.” 
                                    
That raised a red flag for me! If a church leader himself thinks that he is a 
grandchild or great-grandchild of the Lord, he needs to be evangelized! 
Every generation needs to be evangelized!  
 
There is another problem that East Malaysian Christians face: the issue of 
Islamization whereby conversion to the other faith is seen as a norm in life. 
This is where the encroachment is so successful that we do not see it as a 
threat - simply because almost every Christian family has friends, relatives 
or family members converted to that faith. We claim that is really 1Malaysia 
living harmoniously under one roof.  We are like the proverbial frog in a pot 
that is being cook over a small fire. Before we know, it is already too late.  
Every generation needs to be evangelized!  
 

                                                          
knowledge of the Christian faith; whilst awakening is for people without this 
former knowledge. Revival is the need of churches that have lost their "first 
love"; awakening is for un-evangelized people. Both in the Bible and in 
church history there is a close relation between the two as revival often 
leads to awakening. 

 

Awakening & Revival     
 

This why we need to 
intensify our prayers 
for an awakening and 
revival in this land. 
Some scholars define 
revival as something 
beginning in groups of 
people with a former 
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 We long for the revivals and awakening of 
the early 1970’s - among the Kelabit in 
Bario, the Lun Bawang in Ba Kelalan, and 
the Dusun in Taginambur and Ranau.  Then 
there was the second wave of the Ba 
Kelalan and Taginambur Revivals in the 
mid-1980’s.   
 
I attribute my second birth (confession of 
sin, the giving of my life to the Lord and my 
spiritual awakening) to the Ba Kelalan 
Revival when a group of Lun Bawang ladies 
came to my hometown in Sabah to share 
the Gospel in 1984.  I had been attending 
church since I was 6 years old and I was 17 
by then.   Every generation needs to be 
evangelized! 
 

The term “revival” is not found in the Bible, although it is easy 
to defend it as a biblical concept. The term is made up of two 
parts, "re" and "vival". The first part simply means "again", the 
second comes from a verb meaning to give life. So revival 
implies something has died and is brought back to life. The verb 
“revive” is explained as "come back to life after apparent death; 
be renewed or refreshed" (Webster’s Dictionary). It is God's 
chosen time, His time of visitation for a people, for a district, for 
a nation, when the ever-present God manifests His presence on 
earth. It is the Church coming back to her first love.  

 
The Marks of A Revival 
Each revival will be marked with a 
return to prayer, a renewed 
sincerity in holy living, an appetite 
for God's Word and a hunger for 
His work. It may start with a 
single meeting; it may happen 
simultaneously in several places. 
It may spread through the sole 
influence of the Holy Spirit, or by 
those who have been revived 
sharing it with others. It may 
strike the non-Christian 
community with awesome power, 
so that hundreds and thousands  
seek God as if driven by an invisible force (Brian Mills, Preparing 
for Revival, 1990, pp. 49-50). 
 
At some point, the church must enter into the next stage of 
revival - the real revival, the harvest time. “Multitudes become 
new believers, while those who are already Christians enter 
more deeply into the fullness of the faith. Backsliders are 
reclaimed, and many skeptics and curiosity seekers become 
believers. There are even conversions of ministers and members 
of the clergy, who may claim that they knew nothing of the 
power of God until they encountered Him in the midst of these 
circumstances.” (Richard Riss, Renewal or Revival? 1996) For 
every generation needs to be evangelized! 
 
A true revival cannot be kept local. Revival is like fire that is 
carried by the wind - its sparks will ignite the dry wood and grass 
in every direction that it blows. It is contagious, sometimes very  

rapid. Back in 1984-86, some of my friends traveled to Ba 
Kelalan to take the fire back home. And they traveled to 
other places and brought the revival fire along. The spiritual 
temperature then was raised a few degrees by this great 
outpouring of the Spirit. Catholics were not left out either, 
experiencing the second birth.  My generation was 
evangelized. 
 

 
 

Hindrances For Continuing Revival 
Yet, why is revival usually short-lived inspite of God 
intervening in a powerful way? Revival in East Africa 
continued for decades, but elsewhere, it lasted only for a few 
years. Could it be that although God in His sovereignty alone 
can create revival, yet man can stop it? The lack of biblical 
preaching and teaching contributes to short-lived revivals. 
Experiences come and go, but the Word of the Lord stands 
forever. Therefore, we have to start discipling our young 
generation with God’s Word.  Alkitab Kanak-Kanak is one 
good tool.  Every generation needs to be evangelized. 
 

 
 
History also shows that as soon as a spirit of competition 
crept in among the leaders, the revival started to die. Closely 
related to the spirit of competition were pride and a sense of 
"ownership" for the revival. As soon as leaders thought their 
group was the main instrument for God’s reviving work and 
attempted to control others, restricting its movement, God 
would either move on to another group or let the revival die 
out. 
 
So, as we earnestly pray for yet 
another revival and awakening 
in this land, let us ponder what 
Bill Bright writes in his book, 
The Coming Revival (1995),  
“Who is responsible for revival? 
God, or man? Do you work a  
revival up or do you pray a revival down? He rules in the 
affairs of men and nations. Everything in creation is under 
His control. He has chosen, however, to give to His children 
the privilege of working together with Him to take the 
‘Good News’ of His love and forgiveness in Christ to the 
world. In like manner, He has entrusted to man a vitally 
important role in preparing the way for revival. Whatever 
God tells you to do, He will give you the power and ability 
to do”. 
 

Remember: every generation needs to be evangelized. 
 

   
 

                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
                      
 

 

 

 

 

The Word without the Spirit,  
                              and you'll slow up. 
The Spirit without the Word, 
                             and you'll blow up. 
But Word and Spirit together, 
                            and you'll grow up. 

 

 



 Alkitab in Bahasa is 400 Years Old!  

Many of us may not realize that a portion of the Bible (Alkitab) in 
Bahasa Melayu was translated a year after the publication of the 
King James Version Bible.  400 years ago, in 1612, the translation 
of Gospel of Matthew in Bahasa Melayu was completed.  It was a 
significant event as it was the earliest translation of the Bible into 
a non-European tongue to be used as a tool of evangelization, 
long before the translation of the Bible into the Chinese, Tamil 
and Tagalog languages.  
                                               
Albert Corneliszoon Ruyl who was 
a junior trader with the Dutch East 
Indies Company, translated the 
Gospel of Matthew from Dutch 
with the title “lang Testamentum 
Baharu, arti-n’ja: jang d’jand’ji 
baharu dari Tuhanku Jesu Christi: 
bersalim kapada bassa Hulanda 
daan bassa Malaju, saperti jang 
adillan bassa Gregu.”  The first  
publication of the translation was 
in 1629, 17 years later. The two 
original copies of the 1629 Bahasa 
Melayu Alkitab are today at the  
Stuttgart Public Library in Germany and the British Museum in 
London.  
 
Hence, the Christian use of Allah as a reference to God began to 
be used widely among people in the region, just as it has been 
in use in the old Arabic Bible.  Ruyl had set the direction for 
Indonesian and Malay Bible translations when he used Allah as 
the translation for God.  The word has been used continuously 
in the region ever since.  
 

After 400 years, one would 
expect the Alkitab to be freely 
available, especially in Sabah and 
Sarawak, where more than 65% 
of the total Christian population 
in Malaysia is found.  But that is 
not the case. It was only last year 
(before the Sibu by-election) that 
the Government relented a little 
about the Alkitab, and that was 
only for Sabah and Sarawak. 
When I gave my life to Jesus after 
the Ba Kelalan Revival, there was  

hardly any Alkitab available in my town.  Some of us who could 
read and write in English, were using the New Testament in 
English to help us grow in Christ.  I also have a copy of  the 
“Perjanjian Baharu: Berita Baik Untuk Manusia  Moden” (BSSBM, 
1974).  
 
Just before the second wave of the Ba Kelalan Revival, there 
were some significant events related to the Alkitab in Sabah.  On 
2

nd
 December 1981, Alkitab Indonesia was totally banned 

throughout Malaysia under the Internal Security Prohibition of 
Publications (No. 3) Order. Three months later on 22

nd 
March 

1982, the Home Ministry came out with a new order: Alkitab was  

to be banned under ISA (No. 4) Order. There was a prohibition 
to print, publish, sell and circulate the Alkitab and it was only 
for use in churches or by persons professing the Christian 
religion. 
 

At the dawn of Ba Kelalan 
Revival in 1983, “Perjanjian 
Baru” was banned by orders 
made under the Internal 
Security Act (ISA)  1960 for 
being “prejudicial to 
national interests and 
security”. By the height of  

the Revival in 1986, KDN came out with a circular stating that 
four words (Allah, Kaabah, Baitulah and Solat) were not 
allowed to be used in all Christian Publications. By 1988, 25 
words were banned in 9 states.  And in 1992, Sabah Fatwa 
prohibits the use of 32 words by non-Muslims in their teaching 
and advancement of their teaching. This was gazetted on 1 
June 2003. 
 
We literally lost one generation of Christians in East Malaysia.  
When there was an appetite for God's word and a hunger for 
His works, the Alkitab was banned. The best time to plant the 
seed was 30 years ago and we missed it.  When 1,000 Alkitab 
Indonesia were confiscated at the Customs in the early 1980s, 
the East Malaysian church leaders asked for help but the West 
Malaysian churches did nothing.  And the 1,000 Alkitab were 
made into a public bonfire.  

 

The Bahasa-speaking churches 
were left without any help. That 
generation was not discipled.  
Praise and worship was growing, 
but the Word was not rooted in. 
No wonder we have a generation 
of Christians who have no personal 
knowledge or experience of God. 
The Church is losing them to 
modernity and Islamization. And 
the Church becomes so 
complacent that we are losing our 
children to the world. 
 
But God is giving us a second 
chance. It is time for the church to 
wake up, not for ourselves but for 
our children. We have the 
responsibility to build and 
strengthen their faith; putting the 
Alkitab and Christian books into 
their hands. Are we going to sleep 
and be indifferent again?  Are we 
going to guard our turf once again 
with every church doing her own 
thing? It is the kairos time to 
redeem what the locusts have 
eaten in the land.  
 

The best time to plant the seed was 30 years ago. We missed 
it. The next best time is today! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



AKK to Orang Sungai Children 
(as reported by Rev Juny Lutahir, Sandakan) 

 
God’s Word has to be shared even to the smallest group of 
believers in the interior.  St. Thomas’ Anglican Church in 
Sandakan received 100 copies of the sponsored Alkitab Kanak-
Kanak to be distributed among the Orang Sungai children in 
Kinabatangan.  Rev Juny Lutahir led the mission team to 
Kampung Bukit Garam and Kampung Sangau in the interior of 
Kinabatangan 
 

                   
 

 
The journey was not an easy one, 
but they were determined to 
share His love with these kids 
who are hungry for God’s Word.  
The majority of the Orang Sungai 
are Muslims.  
 
Rev Juny added, “I am thankful to 
our Lord Jesus for the Alkitab 
Kanak-Kanak. We pray that the 
children will grow spiritually and 
be able to stand firm in His Word, 
especially when they are 
constantly the target of the Major 
Faith. I believe that the seed has 
been planted, and one day 
Malaysia will be won for God.  
Amen”.   

 
 

 Update on SASA - Satu Anak Satu 
Alkitab (1M 100K Campaign) 
 
The future strength of Christianity in Malaysia depends on the 
current strength of the indigenous Christians. The Alkitab Kanak 
Kanak plays a critical role in addressing this urgent challenge. No 
Alkitab means no discipleship. Without discipleship, how can 
they stand firm in their faith? The challenge is especially acute in 
the wake of aggressive Islamization, modernization and massive 
demographic changes affecting indigenous Christians in profound 
ways. 
 
Since we launched the Satu Anak Satu Alkitab – 1M 100K 
Initiative in January 2012, we praise and thank God for churches 
and individuals who have been giving generously toward the 
Campaign. So far we have only collected  24% of the targeted 1M 
100K mark.   Each time we collect RM 100,000, 10,000 copies will 
be printed (to cover the printing cost and royalty which amounts 
to RM 10 per copy) and in turn we will make the Alkitab Kanak-
Kanak available at RM 5 per copy to the readers in the 
hinterland, covering part of the transportation cost.  
 

 
 

 

As you are reading this, 10,000 copies of Alkitab Kanak-Kanak are 
on their way to Sarawak (Limbang, Lawas and Miri). 
 
You can also partner with us in this Campaign.  Each time you 
buy one Alkitab Kanak-Kanak at RM 30 per copy (packaged with a 
34X3 inch Bible Timeline and a bookmark), you are contributing 3 
Alkitab Kanak-Kanak to the Bahasa-speaking Christians in Sabah, 
Sarawak and to the Orang Asli. 
 
You can also visit our website to find out more on the project: 
http://www.wawasanpenabur.org/index.cfm?&menuid=62 
 

Please direct all your support to: 
Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd 

P.O.Box: 8327, Kelana Jaya Post Office 
46787 Petaling Jaya, SELANGOR 

May Bank Account No: 5623 6663 2813 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

    

If you have similar stories to tell, please write to us! 

http://www.wawasanpenabur.org/index.cfm?&menuid=62


Wawasan Penabur’s 
 Board of Adviser 
Lim Heng Seng 

 
Heng Seng is a partner of a legal 
firm. He has served in various 
capacities in the Malaysian Judicial 
and Legal Service from 1976 until 
2001.He currently heads the 
Employment Practice Group of the 
firm. Heng Seng and family 
worships at SIB KL. 

  

Wawasan Penabur’s new staff 
Jouslly Buaya 

 
Jouslly is a Lundayeh from 
Sipitang, Sabah.  He was with 
NECF from 2003-2012.  He 
joined us in April 2012 as the 
Project Manager of the “Satu 
Anak Satu Alkitab” Campaign. 

SASA Fundraising Dinner (19 April 2012) 

 

      Karya Agung                     Kamus Alkitab 
         RM 12.00           RM 6.00 

       New Titles from Wawasan Penabur: 

 
Kronologi Alkitab: 8 ft (RM 10.00), 34 in (RM 3.00) 

Siri Kaunseling & Siri Bimbingan Remaja 
(RM 2.00) 

Writer: Dr. Lee Bee Teik 

Sharing SASA Project in churches 

 

Order form can be downloaded from: 
http://www.wawasanpenabur.org/index.cfm?&menuid=4 

 

http://www.wawasanpenabur.org/index.cfm?&menuid=4


 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Advisers 
 

 Rev Wong Fong Yang  

Senior Pastor of City Discipleship 

Presbyterian Church and former Moderator 

of the Presbyterian Synod in Malaysia 
   

 Rev Danil Raut  

President, SIB Semenanjung 

 

 Lim Heng Seng 

SIB KL 

 
 

Board of Directors (Penabur) 
 

 Chow Chee Yan 

Petaling Jaya Evangelical Free Church 
   

 Roshan Thiran 

Pusat Injil Kelana Jaya 
 

 Pr. Alfred R. Tais 

Executive Secretary, NECF’s Bahasa Malaysia 

Commission 
   

 Randy Singkee 

Sungai Way-Subang Methodist Church 

 
 

 

(1) More Bahasa Malaysia translators and writers. 
 

(2) Funding for the “Satu Anak Satu Alkitab – 1M 100k Initiative”. 
 

(3) Funding for forthcoming publication projects:  evangelism comics, 
commentaries and apologetics books. 

 

(4) Organisers, workers and volunteers for the Awareness Programs 
and Youth Boot Camps in Sabah & Sarawak. 

 

(5) By God’s grace, we will be moving to a new office in Impiana 
Meridian, USJ 1, Subang Jaya in September 2012.  Someone has 
blessed us to use the new office without any rental. We are 
currently doing some renovations. More details will be given later.  

(6) We thank God for the generosity of SSMC that has permitted 
Wawasan Penabur to use some of its space FOC since 2010. We 
are grateful for the many other forms of support rendered by this 
church that is a sterling example of a missions-minded church that 
embraces the needs of the Bahasa-speaking Christians. 

 

(7) You can partner with us! We are looking for volunteers: 
- Secretary – assist us in all the Penabur meetings. 
- Internal Auditor - to check and help us in our financial 

transparency and reports. 
- Ambassadors - Promoting Wawasan Penabur to churches. 

Promotional kit will be supplied. 
(8) Illustrator/artist for the evangelism comics and books. 

How Can We Work Together? 

There are many ways for us to partner together in God’s ministry of sowing, growing and spreading the best resources to 

the Bahasa-speaking Church.   

Help raise awareness and funds. I believe this 

ministry has long-term potential. I desire to play an active 

role in engaging hearts and minds, so that others will also 

commit to strengthening the BM Church – through 

energy, funds and prayer. 

Sponsoring and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu 

Anak Satu Alkitab – 1M 100k Initiative” for Sabah and 

Sarawak. I believe my giving will bless the Bahasa-

speaking Christians in Sabah & Sarawak. 

Get involved in writing/translation projects. I 

would like to join and contribute to a network of 

Christian writers, translators and publishers focused 

on developing BM resources. 

Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the 

house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the 

Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan 

Penabur team accountable to the Lord through 

faithful intercession and action. 

Address 

Name (or Company Name) Contact Person 

Here is my/our gift  _______________ for Wawasan Penabur. 

I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd. 

Name : _________________________________________   Email: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Number(s):   ____________________ (hse) ______________________ (off)                                                                

                                ____________________ (mobile)  ___________________  (fax) 

                                      Our bank account:  

(1) Public Bank, Kelana Jaya branch.  Account No: 3127674507 

(2) CIMB Bank, Damansara Utama branch.  Account No: 1250 000 7114 058 

(3) May Bank, USJ 9 branch.  Account No: 5623 6663 2813 


