
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Pando – The Body of Christ Spreads 
 
 

High in the Wasatch Mountains of Utah stands a magnificent quaking aspen forest. What 
appears to the eye as a massive forest is, in reality, just one tree! At the center of that forest 
stands a particularly ancient tree that researchers have dubbed “Pando”—a Latin word 
meaning “I spread.” Over the ages (said to be 80,000 years), Pando spread out its roots 
across a span of more than 43 hectares (106 acres). It sent up more than 47,000 individual 
offshoots, with one massive underground root system weighing collectively 6,615 tons!  
Nicknamed the “trembling giant”, Pando literally quakes when the wind blows, as if a giant is 
passing through! 
 
In the last few months, some major court cases involving the East Malaysian Christians’ rights 
gave us a sense of being the Forest of Christ. We are like Pando, connected by our roots 
which are in Jesus the Christ.  God’s name unites us as one as we stand together with our East 
Malaysian brothers and sisters, praying that God will move in His time, in this land, for His 
name’s sake.  
 
Individually we may make little impact but together with the communion of saints, both those 
who are living and those who have gone ahead of us, we make a powerful difference, 
“quaking” when God’s Spirit blows in this land. This is a fascinating image for us as we think 
about our position and relationship with one another and with the world around us.  

 We are one.  In spite of our diversity, we share the same root in Christ.   Is our fear and 
obsession with what sets us apart from one another causing us to forget our shared 
bond?  

 We are resilient and able to withstand change and the trials of time.   Together we can 
withstand all that threatens to tear us apart. Should not we then all the more persevere 
because of our oneness?  

 We live among the Ancients. Our lives are part of a living, growing reality reflecting 
God’s image.  Do we not understand our godly heritage? 

 Together we have the potential to be the “trembling giant.”  Are we not aware that we 
are a part God’s healing balm to the nations?  

 
May we learn from the Pando, that we not only spread and grow, but that we should also 
stand as one voice and one heart, responding each time our Bahasa-speaking brethren’s 
religious rights are being violated.  
 
 
Blessed Easter! 
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Sowing BM Christian Resources 
 

Rooted and Grounded 
 

Today, when you pass through the 
Aspen forest, they seem to be 
deteriorating from drought, and 
fungus-like disease. Amidst the 
towering aspen trees, there is 
something missing - baby trees! The 
main culprit is the mule deer, each 
needing three to four pounds of food 
a day. Their food? Saplings.   

 
It is like our young in Malaysia.  The temptation of the 
world and the aggressive Islamization effort is eating them 
up day by day.  We have a great responsibility to protect 
them, and to make sure our young people are properly 
discipled, and growing strong in their faith.  
 
There is a group of Christian teachers faithfully nurturing 
the seeds in the Miri, Bintulu, Spaoh, Sibu, Saratok, Debak, 
Roban, Betong and Lubuk Antu area. Alkitab Kanak-Kanak 
is being taught every week.  Pray for more workers to 
teach in the long houses as there is great shortage of 
teachers. 
 

           
 

The Catholic Church in Sabah is distributing the Alkitab 
Kanak-Kanak massively, too.  Children find great joy in 
reading God’s Word.  The resounding voices of children 
reading God’s Word in churches must surely bring great 
delight to our heavenly Father!   
 

     
 

          
 

Lord, help us to be faithful in 
discipling our next generation of 
leaders. Help us to remember 
that we are one in Your name! 
Amen! 

 

Show Us The Way 
 
The other day, two kakak came to visit my family in a 
squatter area near Kota Kinabalu. We were originally 
from a small village in Pitas, but poverty forced my 
parents to come to the city to look for jobs. Life is hard 
but we are getting used to it…running around in the 
neighborhood playing with our ceper (bottle caps) or 
marbles. 
 

   
 

The two kakak visited our home sharing the 4 Spiritual 
Laws, explaining how we make God sad when we disobey 
God and our parents, or when we do wrong. That bad 
thing called ‘sin’ keeps us away from God and from 
heaven. And they explained how Jesus came to earth to 
be punished for our sins. My mother and aunties listened 
to them attentively. 
 

     
 

    
 

Later they led us to say a simple prayer to say sorry to 
God for disobeying Him, and to ask Jesus to come into our 
lives and live in our hearts.  They gave us some comics 
telling us about the story of Jesus.  The Singa Yehuda 
comics is easy to read and we have been sharing it with 
our friends.  I have read it a few times and have asked 
Jesus to help me to follow and obey Him. 
 

      
 
*Pray for the Singa Yehuda Comic 
Project.  We have printed 90,000 
copies and have distributed 48,000 
copies since November 2017.  Target 
groups are the students and young 
people. 

 

 

 

 



  

Bridging Christian Communities 
 

Shouldering The Load 
 

My name is Masri and I am 8 years 
old.  This is my brother Marlius.  He 
is 6 years old. This photo was taken 
3 years ago when we were 5 and 3.  
My father was one of the students in 
the Bible School and because he had 
a family, the school permitted us to 
stay in the family quarters. 

 
Two years after I was born, Father came back from 
Singapore to stay with Mother and me in the kampung.  
He had been working hard to earn a living.  My 
grandfather was a very committed Christian. When 
grandfather was young, he was an evangelist for a few 
years, working under one of the German missionaries 
before they returned to their home country.  Through 
him, my father and his siblings were raised in a simple 
Christian home 
 

.   
 

But they were very poor.  Poverty forced my father to 
discontinue his education after Form 3. He went to work 
at very young age, and in his wondering years, he 
backslided.  After working for a few years in Kota 
Kinabalu, he followed his friends to Singapore.  It was in 
Singapore that he began to attend church once again, and 
finally gave his life to God.  He came back to his kampung 
briefly and there he met my mother who was actively 
serving in the Sunday School. Before long, they got 
married and Father returned to Singapore for another 
year.  
 
But God has a plan for Father. The Lord seemed to 
impress on his heart to serve Him full-time. After praying 
for many months, he decided to enroll in Bible School.  
His local church could not support him because it was 
poor.  Entering Bible School with no source of income was 
not easy for a student with a family. So with fear and 
trembling, and fully dependent on God’s provisions, my 
parents took us with them to the Bible School.  
 

 
 
 
 

But God is good to my family.  Three months into his 
studies, a cell group from a church in Petaling Jaya 
decided to support my father.  Besides paying for the 
school fees, they helped my family with an allowance of 
RM 200 monthly.  That meant a lot to my parents.  At 
least we didn’t have to go hungry and Father could 
concentrate on his studies.  
 
Today my father is a pastor in a small village in Pitas. And 
I am studying in a primary school nearby. Am I proud of 
my father?  Yes!  Am I proud to be a pastor’s son?  Yes!      
I know I will grow up one day, thanking God for my 
parents who dedicated their lives to serve God.  And 
thanking God that He is our Provider, as He took care of 
us when Father was in Bible School. 
 

     
 

 

 

Bridging Christian Communities 
 

My New Shoes 
 
You never know how far the ripples of kindness will go.  
Linda is from a long house in Sibu, and she hadn’t had 
new school shoes for as long as she could remember. But 
last Christmas, a group of people from a church in Sibu 
visited her long house.  They had come a few months 
earlier to measure the children’s shoe sizes and take 
down other particulars. 
 

   
 

Oh, how she loved the smell of the new shoes! At least 
she didn’t have to worry about stepping on some chicken 
waste or small pebbles with her barefoot anymore. When 
she received the gift card and the shoes, all she could do 
was stare at the people who gave them.  Her eyes welled 
up with tears and she looked up at the lady pastor and 
just said quietly, “Thank you.” 
 
Shoes do more than provide comfort. They often are a 
key to protecting a child from injury, infection and 
contamination. In many poor communities, scavenging is 
a way of life and children play a part, combing through 
dangerous dumps and fields for discards. In spite of these 
risks, the poor consider shoes a luxury as food and 
medicines are usually the priority.  
 
 



 

 Sowing BM Christian Resources 
 

New Book Published 
 
Pembacaan Alkitab Satu-Dengan-Satu (One-To-One Bible 
Reading) is a simple guide for Christians to do one-to-one 
discipleship.  This is a fresh approach to one of the most 
practical and personal ways of relational evangelism and 
discipleship based on the living and active Word of God, 
offering practical tools for one-to-one Bible reading and 
envisioning a mobilization of God’s people that would 
complement church programs. 
 
The guide is to help Christians in 
one of the most basic methods of 
helping others: reading the Bible 
with them. In evangelism, in 
edification, nothing can beat 
opening the text of the Bible and 
reading what God Himself actually 
says.  Christians need only have 
confidence in God’s Word and a 
basic skill in reading it with others. 
 

    
 
Pastors, you’ll want to get copies for your elders, 
deacons, staff, discipleship coordinators and your 
congregations! 
 
    *This book retail at RM 6.00 

 

      
 

For that reason, it is common for young siblings to take 
turns wearing the same pair of shoes. The day they get 
their turn to wear the shoes is also the day they get their 
turn to go to school.  
 
For these children, a lack of shoes means increased risk of 
cuts and wounds which can lead to some serious 
infection.  
 

* Are you planning for a short mission trip to East 
Malaysia or OA villages?  You can always bring school 
shoes or school bags or some stationary for the children 
in the kampung you are visiting. Ripples of kindness go 
very far…. 

 

 

Bridging & Sowing 
 

Bengkel Media 2018 
 
We had our first media workshop last 23-24 March at 
SSMC.  A total of 48 participants signed up with a team of 
9 facilitators/trainers faithfully sowing the seed into the 
Bahasa-speaking churches.  
 

  
 
Both theory and practical skills were imparted to the 
participants. They learned the basics of the creative 
process; from storytelling to script writing, from basic 
camera skills to film editing and the post production 
process. 
 

     
 

Participants interacted with the facilitators based on 
interest groups, and the Q&A session was an opportunity 
for the fielding of questions on specific interest areas. 
 

   
 

On the second day, the participants learned to work as a 
team by producing short video clips. It was a good 
opportunity to practice what they had learned the day 
before. 
 

   
 

    
 

The results? Four short video clips were produced and 
you can view them from the Sabda Harian website! 

 

 



   
 

 

   

Going Digital 
 

To make resources more readily available, we have 
started working on Sabda Harian website 
(http://sabdaharian.com) in December where ebooks, 
videos, teaching materials and testimonies can be 
downloaded. We covet your prayers as this is one of our 
major projects in 2018. 

         
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The seeds that fell on good ground are the people who 
hear and understand the message. They produce as much 
as a hundred or sixty or thirty times what was planted.” 

(Matt. 13:23) 

How Can We Work Together? 

Help raise awareness and funds. I believe this 

ministry has long-term potential. I desire to play an active 

role in engaging hearts and minds, so that others will also 

commit to strengthening the BM Church – through 

energy, funds and prayer. 

Get involved in writing/translation projects.     

I would like to join and contribute to a network of 

Christian writers, translators and publishers focused 

on developing BM resources. 

Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu Anak 

Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign” for Orang Asli, Sabah 

and Sarawak children.  

Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the 

house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the 

Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan 

Penabur team accountable to the Lord through 

faithful intercession and action. 

Sponsor and support Bible School students or Full-time 

youth workers through “Sikhem Initiative”  
 

Address 

Name (or Company Name) Contact Person 

Here is my/our gift  _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.* 

I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd. 

Name : _________________________________________   Email: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Number(s):   ____________________(hse) ______________________ (off)  

                                 ____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax) 

Make cheque payable to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd” 

Deposit cash/cheque into Maybank account: 5623 6663 2813 

* Please fax/send/email the bank-in-slip to us. 
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              Board of Directors (Penabur) 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 Rev Danil Raut 

 Rev Datuk Jerry Dusing 

 Rev Wong Fong Yang   

 Lim Heng Seng 

 

Support Wawasan Penabur’s “Singa Yehuda Project” 

to print and distribute Gospel & Apologetics Comics to 

the youths   

 Chow Chee Yan  

 Alfred R. Tais 

 

 Roshan Thiran 

 Randy Singkee 

 

Wawasan Penabur’s Vision 
 

To sow, grow and spread the best  
Bahasa Malaysia resources among the 

BM-speaking Christian in Malaysia 

http://sabdaharian.com/

