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Raising Josiahs For Malaysian Churches
“There is a time for everything, and a season for
every activity under the heaven: a time to be
born and a time to die, a time to plant and a
time to uproot… a time to tear down and a time
to build, a time to weep and a time to laugh …
a time to be silent and a time to speak …”
(Ecc. 3:1-8)
Marlin is a single mom from Kudat, Sabah. She
has three children, ages 4, 12, and 19. Her oldest
daughter is currently in a college in KL. The other
two children are in sekolah rendah and Tadika
KEMAS. As the bread winner for the family after
her husband’s death two years ago, she hardly
knows what is going on with her children in
school. And all of them are facing the same
problem: aggressive Islamization in schools.
Early this year, a church in a remote village in
Pitas made the headlines as it was discovered
that “dubious conversions” were carried out. It
is also happening in Nabawan and Pensiangan.
Shockingly, church leaders are not spared, too,
as according to an official dakwah website
(http://syahadah.dakwah.org/) pastors are also
being converted!
Has the Bahasa-speaking Church awaken from
her slumber? Is the Malaysian Church ready to
rise up and shine for Jesus? The mamangkis
movement has started in Sabah. It is no longer
just a time to pray, it is a time for the Church to
speak up and to act!
In our intercession, let us include this prayer,
“God, if it's time for me to speak up or act, show
me how and where to start. Please tell me what
to say.”
Today, when you pray, do also listen. Perhaps,
God desires to speak to you about taking a step,
acting on an idea, or speaking out on behalf of
the ones who can only remain silent in their
suffering. Can this be a time for you to act?
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Train up a child in the way he should go,
And when he is old he will not depart from it. (Proverbs 22:7. NKJV)
In the midst of the challenges we are facing today, 2014
cannot be a “business as usual” year for the Church in
Malaysia. Consider the challenges - the on-going Allah
issue, the confiscation of Alkitab and Bup Kudus on 2-Jan
2014, the alarming conversion of Bumiputera Christians
through threat, deception, intimidation and inducement.
Instead of feeling discouraged and defeated, the Church should rise up for
such a time as this to protect our next generation of leaders by discipling
them and building up their faith. The Bumiputera churches in Sabah have
already executed their mamangkis (a war cry in Kadazandusun and Murut
language) thrice in Penampang, Ranau and Nabawan. It is a clarion call of the
Anak Negeri (natives) Christians to rise up in defence of their rights and the
young generation.

We cannot blame others for “stealing” our children when we ourselves are
lukewarm in our faith, and do not see the urgency of bringing them up in the
fear of the Lord. It is never too early to disciple our young as in fact, we are
already 2 generations late! Years are needed to nurture and ground them so
that the word of God can take root in their hearts.
Just how do we disciple our young? We can learn from King
Josiah who was an exemplary king. In his 31 years of reign,
nothing negative was said about his character. “Neither before
nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned to the
Lord as he did — with all his heart and with all his soul and with
all his strength, in accordance with all the Law of Moses.” (2
Kings 23:25)
Josiah’s exemplary life is summarised in one sentence. “He did what was right
in the eyes of the Lord and walked in the ways of his father David, not turning
aside to the right or to the left” (2 Chron 34:2). Josiah did right in the sight of
God, not in the sight of man, or the world, not in the sight of political
correctness or intellectual correctness. He did right in the eyes of God
consistently throughout his life. We can only do right in the eyes of God
when we understand the mind of God through His Word. Each time we read
the word of God, we can always find some greater understanding that makes
us know the mind of God a little better.

Josiah was only 8 years old when he became
king. He grew up in a most immoral and
idolatrous environment where idol worship was
deeply embedded within the culture. There was
no place for the book of God. God’s law was
systematically wiped out. At the age of 16,
Josiah started to seek God and at 20, he began to
destroy the altars of Baal. He crushed to powder
the Asherah poles and the idols. Because of 60
years of widespread idolatrous practices, there
were so many idol temples that it took Josiah 6
years to clear them.

Because King Josiah consistently did right in the eyes of God,
God’s response to him was, “Because your heart was
responsive and you humbled yourself before God when you
heard what he spoke against this place and its people, and
because you humbled yourself before me and tore your robes
and wept in my presence, I have heard you, declares the Lord”
(2 Chron 34:27).

At age 26, Josiah started to rebuild God’s temple
which had been neglected for 60 years. Broken
altars of the Lord needed to be rebuilt. And
hidden in the temple, the Book of the Law of the
Lord was found. It is unbelievable that the book
could be lost in God’s temple. But God’s Word
cannot be wiped out. We are confident that any
attempts in our country to prevent people from reading the
Alkitab will fail. “Heaven and earth will pass away but my words
will never pass away,” says our Lord Jesus in Matt 24:35.

Sometimes we wonder, “Does God hear my prayers?”
Perhaps, we should ask instead, “Am I listening to Him? How
do I respond to God’s Word?” Am I humbled into genuine
repentance when I hear His Word? Does it drive me to Jesus
Christ, my Saviour?” Jesus says, “He who has ears, let him
hear.” Everyone has ears but only a few hear. Josiah did that.
He humbled himself in genuine repentance when he heard
the Word of God.

Having found the book, Josiah had it read to him. The words
struck him like a bolt of lightning. “When the king heard the
words of the Book of the Law, he tore his clothes ... Great is the
Lord's anger that burns against us because our fathers have not
obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in
accordance with all that is written there concerning us.." (2 Kings
22:11-13)

From Josiah’s story, we learn
this powerful promise: knowing
and obeying the Word of God
brings God’s blessings to us
individually, to the church
corporately and to the nation.
Disobedience brings judgement from God.

God’s Word stirs us when we read it.
The Word of God is God breathed.
God Himself speaks to us through His
words. His Word is alive, has power
and is everlasting. Did He not speak
and the world came into existence?
God’s Word penetrates deep into our
soul. There is nothing that God does not know. Therefore, it is so
critical that every Bahasa-speaking child should own and read an
Alkitab.

Remember: A strong Bahasa-speaking Church is a strong
Malaysian Church. Our generation today needs to rediscover
the power of God’s word. May God challenge us to raise up
many Josiahs in Malaysia.

Josiah had questions when he heard the Word of God. He
immediately ordered the high priest and his trusted officers to
inquire of the Lord concerning Judah’s spiritual condition. When
our young boys and girls read the Alkitab, the Holy Spirit will
convict them and often they will have questions. Who will they
turn to? When they inquire from their pastor, what will their
pastor tell them?
At Wawasan Penabur, we understand that
pastors also need to understand the Alkitab
better. And having a good solid Study Bible
will help them. So this year, we launch
another project – Inisiatif Titus 2:7 – to
import and distribute Alkitab Edisi Studi
for Bahasa-speaking pastors, leaders and
Bible School students.

NB: All Scripture references are from NIV unless otherwise
stated.

Writing Workshop with
Dr Miriam Adeney

Alkitab Kanak-Kanak for
School Children in Sarawak

Wawasan Penabur organized a second Writing Workshop by Dr
Miriam Adeney. It was held @New Creation Family Centre, Miri
from 18-21 November 2013. A total of 11 East Malaysians
participated in this workshop, the purpose of which
was to encourage local Christian writers to produce
writings relevant to the Malaysian context.

“As long as it is day, we must do the work of Him who sends
me. Night is coming, when no one can work.” (John 9:4)

As the participants came from diverse disciplines
and background, there were pastors, teachers, blog writers and
professionals. The four-day workshop focused on various aspects
of writing such as the skillful use of language, storytelling and
song writing. The participants were taken through the stages of
writing, from beginning a piece of work to the publishing of the
end product.

We thank the Lord for Dr Miriam and the important training she
provided. It is our hope that in time to come, God will raise up
more local writers producing works which will impact lives.

Satu Anak Satu Alkitab for Sarawak

The window of opportunity in
Sarawak is still open for us in
reaching the school children: from
sharing the Gospel to strengthening their faith, across different
people groups and denominations.
Thousands of Alkitab Kanak-Kanak have been brought into
the schools in the interior through the collaboration between
Scripture Union (SU) Sarawak and the ISCF Advisor (TCF). It
is at the ISCF (primary schools) meetings that copies of
Alkitab Kanak-Kanak were distributed.

We first distributed to hinterland primary schools in May
2012, and since then, we have received encouraging
testimonies from teachers, parents and children. It is now
being used as night devotional material for students in school
hostels. Some of the books have changed colour, not
because of poor quality printing, but because they have been
read over and over again by the students! “They are a
priceless treasure to us,” say some students in the interior.

“Satu Anak Satu Alkitab for Sarawak” Campaign was launched
th
in Miri on 17 November 2013. Beside churches from various
denominations, Wawasan Penabur is also partnering with
Scripture Union Sarawak, Bible League and Bangkit Kindergarten
Project in Sabah.

In November 2011, we brought in a few boxes of Alkitab
Kanak-Kanak to the Penan students in Ulu Baram area. Back
then, the kids knew how to recite Islamic prayers rather than
stories from the Alkitab. But when we revisited them in
August 2013, the same children now engross themselves in
reading Alkitab Kanak-Kanak!
For the ongoing Satu Anak Satu Alkitab 2013/4 Campaign (July
2013 – December 2014), we target to print and distribute
th
another 100,000 copies to Sabah & Sarawak. As of 15 March
2014, 60,000 copies have been printed and 39,500 copies
distributed.
With the tagline, “Now Every Child Can Have An Alkitab”, you
too can be a part of the campaign.
Please direct all your support to:
Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd
May Bank Account No: 5623 6663 2813

But the challenge is still great. More books are needed for
the children in the interior. And more workers are needed to
take the books to them. Currently there are only 30 ISCF in
the primary schools in Sarawak. And their faith is being
encroached upon aggressively every day!
“I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of
God for the salvation of everyone who believes…”
(Rom 1:16)
Reported by: Litad Bian
Miri, Sarawak

Inisiatif TITUS 2:7
“In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In
your teaching show integrity, seriousness and soundness of
speech that cannot be condemned...” (Titus 2:7, 8a)
Wawasan Penabur is launching another project this year: Inisiatif
TITUS 2:7. TITUS is an acronym for “Tekuni Iman dan menjadi
Teladan Untuk Setia”, that is, being diligent in faith and setting a
good example by being faithful. Based on Titus 2:7, the purpose
of this initiative is to raise funds to import
Alkitab Edisi Studi (AES) from Lembaga Alkitab
Indonesia for the Bahasa-speaking pastors,
leaders and Bible School students. AES will
then be made available to them at a subsidized
rate of RM50. Through this we hope to
empower them to shepherd the people the
Lord has placed under their care (2 Tim 3:16,17).
What is Alkitab Edisi Studi?
Alkitab Edisi Studi (Lembaga Alkitab Indonesia, 2010) is a fullcolor Study Bible that has helpful study and devotional guides. It
is based on The Learning Bible Contemporary English Version but
the text is from Alkitab Terjemahan Baru (LAI, 1974). It contains
2,120 pages and is designed to equip Bible students with
background information, thought- provoking questions, cross
references, and charts that summarize key information. There
are more than 100 snippets on important people, places,
religious concepts, and customs. The text commentary contains
over 10,000 additional notes that will definitely help the Bahasaspeaking pastors in their role as teachers of God’s people.

Through Inisiatif TITUS 2:7, Wawasan Penabur hopes to serve
as “a bridge” between the sponsors and recipients across
denominations and languages. To ensure the target group
receives the AES, a Project Manager will oversee the distribution
and maintain a database of the recipients. Details will be
collected and regular contact will be made. Every copy will be
stamped with the recipient’s name.
The cost of importing and distributing AES is about RM 150 per
copy. Inisiatif Titus 2:7 aims to raise RM 1 million to make
available 10,000 copies of AES for the Bahasa-speaking church
leaders over a 2 to 3 year period. Phase 1 (2014) is to raise
RM 200,000 for the first 2,000 copies to be distributed to 1,500
pastors in the interior and 500 bible students
Why TITUS?
The Epistle of Titus is Paul’s final Pastoral Epistle and it gives
practical instructions for everyday living. As Christians, all of us
have the responsibility to “straighten out what was left
unfinished” as stated in Titus 1:5. We must ensure proper
leadership and spiritual growth (1:6-9), combat false teaching
(1:10-16), teach and lead others to spiritual maturity (Titus 2),
and ensure that God’s people are devoted to doing good (Titus
3:8,14).

What Can You Do?
(1) Non BM-speaking Christians: Be Givers
Nearly 2,000 years ago, the Apostle Paul sent Titus to
Corinth to give the people vision for raising funds from
within their churches to support the famine-afflicted
church in Jerusalem (I Cor 16:1-4, 2 Cor 8:6). Titus was
sent a second time to encourage the completion of the
offering (2 Cor 8:16 ff). From that time on, Titus has been
a name that is associated with God’s people in giving and
doing good works.
Today, there is a "famine" of God's Word amongst the BM
speaking church in Malaysia. Many church leaders simply
cannot afford the AES which is currently only available in
a few bookstores in the major towns of Sarawak & Sabah
at RM250 to RM380 per copy. You can make a difference
by your giving to make this Study Bible available to them
at RM50.

(2) BM-speaking Pastors, Leaders and Bible School Students:
Be Committed
Just as Paul commanded Titus to be a leader with spiritual
maturity, possessing sound doctrine and living an
exemplary life, BM-speaking pastors and leaders must
likewise be committed to promoting spiritual growth,
teaching sound doctrine, and enabling God’s people grow
into spiritual maturity (Titus 1:7-9; 2:1,11-15).

It is our hope that Alkitab Edisi Studi will help our BMspeaking leaders and future leaders to grow, empowering
them to shepherd those whom God has entrusted under
their care (2 Tim 3:16,17).

How You Can Support This Initiative?
 Help raise awareness and funds.
 Sponsor and support Inisiatif TITUS 2:7 for Orang Asli,
Sabah & Sarawak BM-speaking pastors, leaders and Bible
school students.
 Pray intentionally for this initiative and Wawasan Penabur
ministry.
Please direct all your support to:
Cheque: issued to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd”
Bank in: May Bank account: 5623 6663 2813
Public Bank account: 3127 674 507

Steffisley joined WP in August 2013 as an Editor.
He is a Rungus hails from Pitas Sabah, and recently
engaged to Veronica Moliun (December 2013).
Steff was scheduled to graduate in 2013 for his B.Th
from Malaysia Bible Seminary, but due to some
unexpected problems, he was unable to graduate
within the expected time.
WP’s Staff
Steffisley Mosingki

Board of Advisers

We apologise for the misinformation in our
previous Newsletter.






To introduce “Inisiatif TITUS 2:7”,
Wawasan Penabur is visiting
some of the Sekolah Alkitab in
Sabah (and Sarawak) on 17-23
March 2014.
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How Can We Work Together?
There are many ways for us to partner together in God’s ministry of sowing, growing and spreading the best resources to
the Bahasa-speaking Church.
Help raise awareness and funds. I believe this
ministry has long-term potential. I desire to play an active
role in engaging hearts and minds, so that others will also
commit to strengthening the BM Church – through
energy, funds and prayer.
Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu
Anak Satu Alkitab Campaign” for Orang Asli, Sabah
and Sarawak. I believe my giving will bless the Bahasaspeaking Christians in this nation.

Get involved in writing/translation projects. I
would like to join and contribute to a network of
Christian writers, translators and publishers focused
on developing BM resources.
Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the
house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the
Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan
Penabur team accountable to the Lord through
faithful intercession and action.

Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Inisiatif TITUS 2:7” for Orang Asli, Sabah and Sarawak BM-speaking
pastors, leaders and Bible school students. I believe my giving will bless the Bahasa-speaking Christians in this nation.
I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd.
Here is my/our gift _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.*
Name : _________________________________________ Email: _____________________________
Name (or___________________________________________________________________________
Company Name)
Address:
Contact Person

Contact
AddressNumber(s): ____________________ (hse) ______________________ (off)
____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax)
Cheque: issued to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd”
Bank-in : Public Bank account: 3127674507
CIMB Bank account: 1250 000 7114 058
May Bank account: 5623 6663 2813
* Please fax/send/email the bank-in-slip to us.
Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd, P.O.Box No: 8327, Kelana Jaya Post Office, 46787 Petaling Jaya, SELANGOR
Tel/Fax: +603-5888 4987 Email: wawasan.penabur@gmail.com

