
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Remembering God’s Faithfulness: Psalm 66 
 
Here we stand, at the end of a wonderful year.  What a great time to offer up thanks to Almighty 
God, remembering His faithfulness to us in the past and in the present!  We know He will continue 
to prove Himself faithful in the years to come. Indeed, reflecting on the past fills us with great 
encouragement and expectation. 
 
Tehillim 66 is a Hymn of Thanksgiving. The psalmist not only recalls the time when “He turned the 
sea into dry land” so that “they passed through the waters on foot” (v. 6), but also the painful 
seasons of trial and difficulty. He remembers when his feet were slipping, and his faith was tested 
(vv. 9–10). He recalls being imprisoned and enslaved (v. 11). He describes a period of going 
through “fire and water” (v. 12). Yet, he also sees that through all of these, God was faithful and has 
“brought us to a place of abundance” (v. 12). 
 
The psalmist then calls us to summon all our friends and neighbours so that we can tell them what 
He has done (v. 16). There is power in sharing our stories, that is, in bearing witness to what God has 
done for us. We can look forward with confidence because we can look back with awe at God’s 
great deeds. 
 

Psalm 66 
1 Shout for joy to God, all the earth! 
2 Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious. 
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that your enemies cringe before you. 
4 All the earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, they sing the praises of your name.” 
5 Come and see what God has done, his awesome deeds for mankind! 
6 He turned the sea into dry land,they passed through the waters on foot— come, let us rejoice in him. 
7 He rules forever by his power, his eyes watch the nations— let not the rebellious rise up against him. 
8 Praise our God, all peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard; 
9 he has preserved our lives and kept our feet from slipping. 
10 For you, God, tested us; you refined us like silver. 
11 You brought us into prison and laid burdens on our backs. 
12 You let people ride over our heads;  
      we went through fire and water, but you brought us to a place of abundance. 
13 I will come to your temple with burnt offerings and fulfill my vows to you— 
14 vows my lips promised and my mouth spoke when I was in trouble. 
15 I will sacrifice fat animals to you and an offering of rams; I will offer bulls and goats. 
16 Come and hear, all you who fear God; let me tell you what he has done for me. 
17 I cried out to him with my mouth; his praise was on my tongue. 
18 If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened; 
19 but God has surely listened and has heard my prayer. 
20 Praise be to God,  who has not rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me! 
 

As this year comes to a close, let us be mindful of the significance of our stories, individually and 
as a community. Stories to be remembered and talked about, to the glory of God and the good 
of others! Praise God for His faithfulness! 
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A Holy Crime 
 
When Wawasan Penabur began her ministry 10 years ago, 
we were in the midst of the Allah and Alkitab issue.  One of 
the challenges for Bahasa-speaking Christians then was to 
get the Alkitab.  It became extremely difficult to get one as 
none was available at churches, bookstores or The Bible 
Society.  The Church was literally crippled by fear.  Digital 
Alkitab was not accessible as yet since it was the early smart 
phone era. 
 
As we reflect on God’s faithfulness in the last 10 years, a 
story that was never told then was how a dear sister, Jenny, 
faithfully carried copies of the Alkitab every weekend from 
Jakarta to Kuala Lumpur. She would bring 20 to 50 copies of 
the Alkitab in an assortment of sizes to Wawasan Penabur 
for us to distribute to the Bahasa-speaking churches.  We 
make them available at RM 10 to RM 15 a copy, depending 
on the size.  In the course of 4 months, she brought in more 
than 1,000 copies of the Alkitab.  
 
And we had brothers bringing in the Alkitab from Batam via 
Pasir Gudang, too.  They would make a trip to Batam with all 
the Alkitab in their bags, praying hard as they passed 
through the customs. In those 2 trips, they brought in 300 
copies of medium-sized Alkitab.  
 

    

 
How Did the Ban Start? 
Sometime in late 2008, the Home Ministry threatened to 
stop issuing the Catholic weekly newspaper The Herald its 
annual publication permit unless it complied with an order 
to stop using the word “Allah” in its publication. The Herald 
then decided to go to court on the issue. On December 31 
2009, the High Court declared illegal, null and void the order 
from the Home Ministry. The government then applied for 
and was granted a stay of the decision, pending an appeal to 
the Court of Appeal. While the case concerning The Herald 
was ongoing, the Borneo Evangelical Church (Sidang Injil 
Borneo or SIB) had a case pending in court over the 
immigration department’s confiscation of 20,000 copies of 
Christian publications imported from Indonesia. 
 

   
 

The issue created a storm and before the dust had even 
settled, in March 2009, some 5,100 copies of the Alkitab 
imported by the Bible Society of Malaysia were 
confiscated upon arrival at Port Klang. This was in 
addition to an earlier confiscation of 30,000 Alkitab in 
Sarawak, the state with the biggest Christian population 
in the country.  
 

   
 

But the Allah/Alkitab issue started long before that. The 
use of “Allah” was first banned on 2nd December 1981, 
without any specific reason given by the government. The 
following year, on 22nd March 1982, the Alkitab (the 
Malay language Bible) which uses the word “Allah” was 
banned under the Internal Security Act 1960 (now known 
as SOSMA 2012) on the basis that it was a threat to 
national security.  One thousand copies of Alkitab 
Indonesia were confiscated at the Customs in the early 
1980s, and it was said that these copies of Alkitab were 
made into a public bonfire in Sabah.  
 
Since then, problems surfaced periodically when 
imported copies of the Alkitab were held up by the 
immigration department, and when Christian books 
containing the word “Allah” were banned. Christian 
bookstores were continually being raided.  The SIB 
Bookstores in Sabah and Sarawak will remember how 
they had to deal with government officers’ spot checks 
every month, if not every other week.  Finally, they were 
forced to close down as they could not conduct business 
when   they  were  instructed   to  close  after   each   raid,  
pending the investigation 
report. In 2000, the Alkitab 
was also confiscated from 
the Daughters of St. Paul 
bookstore in Petaling Jaya. 
 

   
Is It Not Illegal? 
During those challenging years, many individuals and 
groups tried to “smuggle” in the Alkitab by land, sea and 
air, across the borders from Kalimantan to Sabah and 
Sarawak, or via Batam and Singapore.  The most common 
way was via flights. The supply and demand rendered the 
Alkitab an expensive item and a medium-sized Alkitab 
cost RM 50 when it cost only RM12 in Indonesia. 
 
Some are not comfortable with the word “smuggling” as 
it indicates an illegal activity. The words “against the law” 
bother us. Some Christians claim that Bible “smuggling” is 
wrong because it dishonors scriptures exhorting 
obedience to the government. How far and into what 
areas does that obedience extend? The following 
contrasts are presented to illustrate the gap between 
historical reality and uninformed judgement. 
 
 

 



  
 

Imagine…. 
When the mother of Moses was lovingly hiding her baby 
in the basket (Exodus 2), one of the Egyptian officials 
knocked on her door and convinced her that her act was 
“illegal.” Realizing her “sin” of trying to save her son, she 
surrendered Moses to the authorities to be killed. 
 

Imagine when Joseph and Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
were sneaking Him out of Bethlehem at night (Matthew 
2), their friends reminded them that King Herod would be 
enraged by their illegal act. They then surrendered Jesus 
to be killed with the rest of the children.  
 
Imagine that during the two God-sanctioned jailbreaks 
(Acts 5 and 12), the Apostle Peter instead of leaving, told 
the angels that he must respect the authorities and 
return to jail.  
 

    
 

Imagine when Paul was being saved by being lowered in 
the basket over the wall (Acts 9), one of the men above 
had second thoughts and grabbing the rope said, “Wait a 
minute, are you sure this is legal? Aren’t we told to obey 
all authorities?” So, Paul was not rescued and was 
murdered instead.  
 
Imagine  when the jailer took the Apostle Paul into his 
home after the earthquake (Acts 16) that threw open the 
prison doors and set the prisoners free, Paul told him that 
it was illegal for him to harbour a prisoner and he, Paul, 
must be  returned to  jail. 
 

     
 

Imagine that the early Christians listened to some 
theological experts brandishing a few Bible passages 
about government authority and were convinced by their 
faulty understanding. They then turned in their lists of 
members, gave up duplicating the Scripture scrolls, 
revealed the addresses of their catacomb meetings and 
stopped all activities out of respect for the emperor who 
claimed to be God. In a few months Christianity might 
have ceased to exist. 
 
The above illustrations may sound ridiculous or even 
blasphemous. They are not meant to be. They highlight 
the peril of some prevalent attitudes in various Christian 
circles today about “underground” Christian work or the 
dire straits of believers in persecuted lands. 
 
 
 

 

A Long Way To Go 
In recent years, with the change of government, the 
Alkitab issue has been relaxed.  The windows of 
opportunity opened and thousands of Alkitab are printed 
and distributed.  But they remain beyond the reach of 
many Bahasa-speaking Christians, simply because the price 
is beyond their means. Many non-Bahasa speaking 
churches give generously to help subsidize the printing and 
shipping cost, but it still retails between RM 35-45 a copy.  
Something for us to ponder! 
 

  
 

To all the “unsung heroes” who brought in the Alkitab  
across  land and sea, legally or illegally, we thank you for 
helping the Bahasa-speaking Christians get hold of God’s 
Word, especially when smartphones for accessing the 
digital Alkitab were a luxury  beyond their means.  No road 
is too difficult, no risk is too great for our heroes when 
they were participating in the building of God’s people. 
  

 
 

 

 

Sowing BM Christian Resources 
 

Saving A Generation 
 

When Arry opened her Alkitab Kanak-Kanak for the first 
time 5 years ago, she knew it would change her life. Even 
at her young age, she understood that God’s Word and the 
life lessons it contains would set her on the right path. She 
has seen her parents serving God in the church then, and 
they are still faithfully serving Him now. 
 
“I want to learn about making choices because that is 
good,” she said. “I do not want to lie. I do not want to fight 
and beat up my friends. I want to be obedient to my 
mother and father. Thank you for giving me that book to 
read about the choices people made. I want to become like 
Jesus.” 
 
Arry is now 14, and she is 
faithfully serving God in the 
dance ministry, as well as in 
Children Church. Alkitab Kanak-
Kanak is still being used in her 
Sunday School class.  
 
Recently, a Campus Crusade team distributed some Alkitab 
Kanak-Kanak in their mission trip to the rural part of Kota 
Marudu, Sabah,  where  Islamization is very aggressive  and 

 
 

 



  
cults spring up like mushrooms. Due to distance and cost, 
Bibles are hard to get even for the adults. Parents were 
thrilled when their children received their own Bibles. 
 
“I have read this book as if reading a novel, cover to 
cover, to find out if there is any fault in it before I can 
allow my children to use it,” said Muinah, who is a 
member of a  Christian cult. “I realized that I need it first 
before I can pass it on. It challenges me on the choices I 
have made. We are now going through it as a family, 
challenging one another. My husband just loves it.” 
 

   
 

As the Alkitab Kanak-Kanak were distributed to the 
Christian children, some non-Christian children were also 
asking if they could have a copy, too. Members of the 
mission team happily gave them a copy each. 
 
“We thank God for this ministry. Pray that we can touch 
as many children and families as possible with the love of 
God through this,” a member of the mission team said. 
“Making the right choices is always a challenge, but when 
we nurture children through the Alkitab Kanak-Kanak we 
are surely saving a whole generation.” 
 

 

 

Bridging Christian Communities 
 

Kami Sepuloh! 
 
On October 27, 2019 Wawasan Penabur celebrated God’s 
faithfulness through the past decade. From our humble 
beginnings where talk of empowering the Bahasa-
speaking church with Christian literature in the national 
language gave birth to the ministry of Wawasan Penabur, 
God’s hand has been evident throughout our formative 
years up till today.  
 

   
 

  
 

Old friends and ministry partners gathered under the roof 
of J. W. Marriott, KL, as the evening celebrations kicked 
off with a lively traditional tribal dance that was full of 
pomp and splendour.  Such an extravaganza would not 
have been possible if the Lord had not moved the hearts 
at YTL group to sponsor the venue and dinner. Our 
director, Elder Chow Chee Yan, then gave the opening 
address and a prayer of thanksgiving. 
 

    
 

  
 

In between the different traditional dances that wowed 
our guests were short video clips that highlighted the 
many projects that Wawasan Penabur embarked upon 
over the past decade:  “Satu Anak, Satu Alkitab”, “Singa 
Yehuda”, “Sikhem Initiative”,”‘Emmaus Initiative”, “TITUS 
2:7 Initiative” and “Going Digital”. We also showed 
appreciation for our board members and their supportive 
spouses by presenting them with handcrafted terabai 
(shields) and flowers. 
 

 

Sowing BM Christian Resources 
 

New Books from Wawasan Penabur 
 

 
 

Renungan Bersama Si Domba Cilik is an adventure of 
learning God’s Word with a little girl named Si Domba 
Cilik. Available in 3 languages, this book aims to teach 
children to memorize, appreciate, reflect and apply God's 
Word in their Christian lives. There are 30 devotionals, 
beautifully illustrated with drawings of various tribes 
from Sabah and Sarawak.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Can We Work Together? 

Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu Anak 

Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign”  
Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the 

house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the 

Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan 

Penabur team accountable to the Lord through 

faithful intercession and action. 

Make cheque payable to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd” 

Deposit cash/cheque into Maybank account: 5623 6663 2813 

* Please fax/send/email the bank-in-slip to us. 

We also strongly believe that prayer is fundamental in 
everything that we do, which was why the second 
highlight of the evening was to pray for Malaysia. There is 
still so much that needs to be done in this beloved 
country of ours. Several children prayed for the Bahasa-
speaking church in Malaysia in English, Mandarin and 
Malay for the strengthening of our faith, the preservation 
of the next generation of disciples and the ushering in of 
God’s Kingdom. The hearts of many were moved.  
 

   
 

It felt as though the evening ended all too soon. As our 
guests streamed out of the ballroom and bade farewell to 
one other, silence eventually blanketed the scene. It was 
as though the Lord was showing us how there are seasons 
of busyness and rest, but through the lull He is still hard 
at work behind the scenes. The work of God continues 
among the Bahasa-speaking churches of Malaysia, and we 
rejoice that He walks with us.  
 

    
 

Through all the ups and downs at Wawasan Penabur, God 
had always been our constant point of reference and 
refuge. Truly, letting Him be the Captain of our ship has 
helped us navigate through stormy waters over the past 
decade as we sail into unchartered territories. To Him be 
the glory! 
 

Support “Sabda Harian Digital Project”  

Sponsor and support Bible School students or Full-      

time youth workers through “Sikhem Initiative”  
 

 

  
 

There were two poignant moments that were extremely 
meaningful for us, the first of which was the 
remembrance of our dear departed friend, the late 
Alfred Tais. He was a force used by God to champion the 
cause of Bahasa-speaking churches throughout the land, 
and his confidence in Jesus was extremely encouraging. 
When the late Alfred’s wife, Esteala, and family took to 
the stage to receive a prayer of blessing by Bishop 
Emeritus Hwa Yung, there was hardly any dry eye on 
stage. It was solemn and celebratory at the same time as 
we remembered our friend’s sacrifice in fulfilling God’s 
purposes in his life. Truly he has now entered into 
eternal rest with Jesus Christ.  
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Address 

Name (or Company Name) Contact Person 

Here is my/our gift  _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.* 

I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd. 

Name : _________________________________________   Email: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Number(s):   ____________________(hse) ______________________ (off)  

                                 ____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax) 


