
 
άbƻǿ ƘŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǎŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

bread for food will also supply and increase your 
store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 

ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΦέ όн /ƻǊ фΥмлύ 
 
Wawasan Penabur is turning 7 in January 2015! 
 
The seed was first planted in 2008, when a 
group of concerned individuals came together to 
plan for a BM publishing ministry for the BM-
speaking churches in Malaysia. When Wawasan 
Penabur was formed in January 2009, 7 people 
ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ 
goodness and faithfulness has been evident ever 
since. 
 
Rather than just setting up a book publishing 
ministry, God gave us the strategy to work 
closely with churches.  Along the way, many 
people have tilled the ground, watered the seed, 
nurtured it, watching it grow. Wawasan Penabur 
has grown beyond just publishing and 
distributing books.  We have launched a few 
campaigns and initiatives, conducted a number 
of awareness seminars and writing workshops, 
and visited a number of churches in the interior. 
 
Moving forward, He has enlarged our tent to be 
a bridge between the BM-speaking and non BM-
speaking churches. The challenges ahead are 
great, but He who promises peace that 
transcends all understanding (Phil 4:7) is faithful 
and will continue to guard and guide.  Indeed He 
will be the rock and the fortress in the midst of 
all storms. 
 
And our tagline is: 

Sowing BM Christian Resources 
Bridging Christian Communities 
 
May the Lord of peace be with us. God bless 
you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

     wawasan.penabur@gmail.com 
 

www.wawasanpenabur.org 
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Peace in the Midst of Storm 
 

 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ƳŜ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦ .ǳǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΗ L ƘŀǾŜ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  

(John 16:33) 
 
Once, an art gallery in US organised a painting competition on the subject, 
άtŜŀŎŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǿŀǎ 
an ocean in a violent storm. The sky was ominous, the lightning was cutting 
across the sky, and the waves were crashing onto the rock walls of the cliffs 
by the shore. Where was the peace? One had to look twice to understand 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀƭŦǿŀȅ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛŦŦǎΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǊŘΩǎ ƴŜǎǘ 
tucked into a tiny hollow in the rock. A mother bird was sitting on that nest 
with her little babies tucked underneath her, sound asleep. That was peace! 
 

Peace, therefore, is not just the absence of a storm 
but rest in the midst of a storm. For Malaysian 
Christians, 2014 was a year fraught with battles 
over our holy book.  Confiscation of Alkitab, Bup 
Kudus and other Christian books such as Christian 
hymnals in Johor, plus a deranged threat to burn 
the Alkitab, has brought us nowhere nearer to a 
solution of the Allah issue. 
 
And the matter seems to have gotten worse. It was 
reported on Dec 2 that the police disrupted a  

church service in Bangi. The church attendees were mainly Indonesians. It 
ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ά!ƭƭŀƘέ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
was conducted in Bahasa. What was perplexing was that the police were in 
the forefront, not the local council. It was said that the issues were the noise 
level and the use of a shop-house as a church. 
 
The seized Alkitab and the Iban Bible, Bup Kudus, 
were finally returned on November 14. However, 
the copies were stamped with a warning that they 
were not to be published or used anywhere in the 
state of Selangor.  Technically, Alkitab is banned in 
Selangor.  Many BM-speaking Christians, the 
majority of whom are from Sabah and Sarawak,  
experience a sense of being persecuted. At the same time, overzealous 
extremists tear down festive banners and declare war on simple greetings 
ƭƛƪŜ άaŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎέΦ 
 
While there are racial and religious issues in every society, the situation in 
Malaysia is different because it is the authorities that have condoned and 
even provoked tension for political purposes.  JAKIM has directed mosques 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ όǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜύ ǘƘŀǘ LǎƭŀƳ ƛǎ άǳƴŘŜǊ 
ǘƘǊŜŀǘΣέ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ WŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ άŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ƻŦ LǎƭŀƳΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ 
are responsible for turning Muslims against each other and tricking them into 
losing their rights. 
 
On the other hand, no investigation was carried out for the many complaints 
regarding Islamization and discrimination in schools and long houses in Sabah 
ŀƴŘ {ŀǊŀǿŀƪΦ  9ǾŜƴ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ta ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ άƴƻ ǊƛƎƘǘέ ǘƻ 
use the word "Allah."  
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άDƻŘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŦǳƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ-present help in 
ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǎŀƭƳƛǎǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall 
into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and 
ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǉǳŀƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǊƎƛƴƎΦέ aŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ƴŀȅ 
collapse, even things that have always been there for us. But 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŦŜŀǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άDƻŘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŦǳƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦέ 
 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊƛǾŜǊ whose streams make glad the city of God, the 
Ƙƻƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ IƛƎƘ ŘǿŜƭƭǎέ όǾŜǊǎŜ пύΦ DƻŘ ƭƛǾŜǎ 
today in those who belong to Him through faith in Jesus.  
άDƻŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŦŀƭƭΦΦΦbŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǳǇǊƻŀǊΣ 
kingdoms fall...the Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob 
ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎέ όǾŜǊǎŜ р-7). Even as everything seems to be 
ƳŜƭǘƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΣ DƻŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά.Ŝ ǎǘƛƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ DƻŘΦέ 
 
We have to learn to place our hope in God, not man.  
According to Baru Bian, a senior lawyer from Sarawak, the 
controversial court decision on the Allah issue goes beyond 
The Herald.  Iǘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ {ŀōŀƘ ŀƴŘ {ŀǊŀǿŀƪΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ άǘƘŜ 
ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
constitution, as expounded by the Federal Court decision, says 
that Allah is only for Muslims. The constitution is the supreme 
law for the land and it applies to all; including Sabah and 
Sarawak. No one, even parliament, let alone the government, 
have the power to incapacitate the constitution. 
 
The decision of the highest court on the Allah issue may not 
be right. Nonetheless, this is the law as it stands. Until and 
unless the court reverses the existing decision, this is the law 
that governs the issue. In the face of this piece of law, the 10-
point solution, an executive policy, has no value. ¢ƘŜ ά!ƭƭŀƘέ 
law is applicable throughout Malaysia and there is nothing 
that the government can do about it. 
 
And there is another angle to the problem: some Christians 
from Sabah and Sarawak reside in the peninsular and they 
pray in the manner they have always done back home. Added 
to this is the fact that some of the Christians in Malaysia are 
foreign workers from Indonesia and all of them, despite being 
non-citizens, have the right to religious freedom granted by 
the constitution. 
 
But the court decision has narrowed it down. From a certain 
perspective, the court has even taken the right away; 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŀǊŀǿŀƪΩǎ .ƻǊƴŜƻ 
9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎέΦ 
 
But challenging times are the most exciting times. 
 
Going back to the painting, just as the little bird found a hiding 
place in the cleft of the rock, we have a refuge in Jesus Christ, 
our Rock.  His cross was a sacrifice for our sins, and His empty 
tomb, a promise of our resurrection. Yet we are not promised 
a life without storms. In fact we know that there is always the 
presence of evil in the world, as represented by the frightful 
imagery in that painting. Through the cross, we can overcome 
άōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέόм WƻƘƴ пΥпύΦ hƴƭȅ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ 
in the midst of the storm.  
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

We have our own challenges in Wawasan Penabur, too.  A 
complaint to KDN by a Malay man regarding our Alkitab Kanak-
Kanak, caused our activities to be halted for a while as KDN 
officers wanted to inspect our premise.  The Lord saved us that 
day as we were all in Kuching when 5 of them came to our office. 
¢ƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿŀǎ άǎŜǘǘƭŜŘέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ 
that the Alkitab Kanak-Yŀƴŀƪ όǿƘƛŎƘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά!ƭƭŀƘέύ ƛǎ 
meant for Sabah and Sarawak, not for distribution to Malays.  At 
the same time, a flash flood in KK destroyed some of our stock, 
and water leakage from an old pipe in our store room destroyed 
thousands of our books.  All these happened within a week in 
August! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
And so, as a nation, what can we expect in 2015? 
 
As we pray for the moderates to rise up, many believe 2015 will 
continue to be a challenging time for Christians in Malaysia.  The 
minorities, particularly Christians, continue to be under siege by 
groups such as PERKASA and ISMA who claim to be advocating 
aŀƭŀȅ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά!ƭƭŀƘέ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΣ 
despite the assurances by the authorities that the court decision 
is confined to The Herald. Our constitutional right to freedom of 
religion is being trampled on; even by those who are suppose to 
uphold those rights. Religion will continue to be used as a tool in 
the quest for power in Malaysia. 
 
How should we move on in 2015?  As our headlines continue to 
be dominated by new challenges and even as many hearts are 
filled with much anxiety and fear, let us consider the incredible 
peace offered in Psalm 46.  
 
Four times in this short psalm, we are reminded that God is with 
us in the worst of times. God wants to prepare us for the storms 
ahead by reminding us that He is in the midst of the storm.  
 

1  
God is our refuge and strength, 

         an ever-present help in trouble. 
2  

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
        and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
3  

though its waters roar and foam 
        and the mountains quake with their surging. 
4  

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
       the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
5  

God is within her, she will not fall; 
   God will help her at break of day. 
6  

Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 
   he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 
7  

The LORD Almighty is with us; 
       the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
8  

Come and see what the LORD has done, 
      the desolations he has brought on the earth. 
9 
He makes wars cease 

    to the ends of the earth. 
          He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
          he burns the shields

 
with fire. 

10 
IŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά.Ŝ ǎǘƛƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ DƻŘΤ 

        I will be exalted among the nations, 
             L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄŀƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ 
11 

The LORD Almighty is with us; 
       the God of Jacob is our fortress.   (NIV) 

 

    

   

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=Psalm+46;&version=31;&interface=print


even on the rocks! The place indeed provides a good 
environment for theological studies. 
 
And there is a cultural tradition that has been passed on since 
the school was built.  Every student will be adopted by the 
local communities during their years in Bible school.  The 
adopted family ensures their needs are met, especially the 
warmth of home when the students stayed over the weekend 
once a fortnight.  
 
The school is self-sufficient as the students plant crops and 
vegetables, rear fish and prepare their own meals. It is part of 
the training for them to become self-sufficient pastors 
wherever they are sent. The principal, Guru Paul Jalong,  

served in Baram for 3 years. As the Penans are 
still semi-nomadic, he had to move with them. 
Thus, one must learn how to be self-sufficient in 
order to serve this people group. 

 

Through άLƴƛǎƛŀǘƛŦ ¢L¢¦{ нΥтέΣ it is our hope the 
Alkitab Edisi Studi will help our BM-speaking 
pastors, leaders and future leaders (Sekolah 
Alkitab students and youth leaders)  to preach 
DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 
shepherd those whom God has entrusted under 
their care (2 Tim 3:16,17). 

 
No one is a stranger in .ŀΩYŜƭŀƭŀƴ. We were constantly 
greeted with smiles. The Lun Bawang experienced the 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŀǿŀƪŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎΣ мфтлΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
мфулΩǎΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ .ŀΩYŜƭŀƭŀƴ has long gone.  We 
talked to many eye-witnesses of the revivals. Ibu Bulan, the 
widow of the late Pak Agung Bangau, said her husband 
prophesied about the road that would come into the 
highlands (in those days .ŀΩYŜƭŀƭŀƴ can only be reached on 
foot or by aƛǊύΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άƴŜǿ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƎǳŀǊŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘǎέΦ 
 

 
 
Today, the smuggling of drugs, stolen cars and other goods 
Ƙŀǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ .ŀΩYŜƭŀƭŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άIƛƎƘƭŀƴŘ tŀǊŀŘƛǎŜ ƻŦ 
.ƻǊƴŜƻέ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ άaŜȄƛŎƻ ƻŦ .ƻǊƴŜƻέΦ !ǎ ǎƳǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
escalated, the ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ .ŀΩYŜƭŀƭŀƴ to 
Long Midang in Indonesia was transformed into a road big 
enough to accommodate cars. Day and night, traders from 
Lawas use four-wheel drives (4WD) to supply goods and 
drugs at the Indonesian border town of Long Bawan, an 
ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ .ǳŘǳƪ Nur. 
 

A local resident estimated that more 
than 200 stolen cars had traversed the 
border since the road upgrading. The 
dusty but tar-sealed track, which used to 
ōŜ ŀ άƧŀƭŀƴ ǘƛƪǳǎέΣ is now the official 
άƧŀƭŀƴ ǊŀƧŀέ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊ ǘƘƛŜǾŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƻƴƭȅ 
have to produce their identity cards to 
cross the border. It is said that those 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴέ Ŏŀƴ  
drive through without the need to flash 
their identity cards. 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ά[ƻƴƎέ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ 
 

The road ahead was relentless. It rained in the morning and the 
logging road was slippery. As if sudden dips and sharp corners 
were not harrowing enough, each time a large trailer passed by 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƘŀƛǊΩǎ ōǊŜŀŘǘƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǳǊ-wheel drive, we were filled 
with trepidation.  Part of the 5-hour drive was dry and dusty.  In 
between the clearing of the rain and the settling of the dust, 
were moments when we caught glimpses of the landscape 
around us. The blue outline of mountains occasionally marked by 
a swathe of mist enthralled us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is Borneo, and the 4 of us were travelling in the northern 
highlands to .ŀΩYŜƭŀƭŀƴ. We were coming from Lawas, the 
ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ ƭƻǿƭŀƴŘ ǘƻǿƴΦ hǳǊ ά[ƻƴƎέ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
many small communities of Long Luping, Long Beluyu, Long 
Tanid, Long Sukang and Long Semadoh, before we reach 
.ŀΩYŜƭŀƭŀƴΦ .ŀΩYŜƭŀƭŀƴ is a group of 9 villages in the Bario 
Highlands of Sarawak, 3,000 feet (910 m) above sea level and 
just 4 km from the border of Kalimantan. The villages are Buduk 
Nur, Long Langai, Long Lemumut, Long Ritan, Long Rusu, Pa 
Tawing, Buduk Bui, Buduk Aru and Long Rangat. The Lun Bawang 
are the inhabitants. 
 
.ŀΩYŜƭŀƭŀƴ is about 152 km from Lawas. The long, bumpy and 
winding road is dry and dusty during the hot months of April to 
September, and muddy and treacherous during the monsoon 
months of October to March. 
 

     
 

Our mission is to bring Alkitab Edisi Studi to STP Buduk Aru, and 
to visit the Sekolah Tinggi Teologi Willfinger in Kampung Baru, 
across the border in Krayan, Indonesia.  STP Buduk Aru is the 6

th
 

Bible School in Sabah and Sarawak we are visiting since the 
άLƴƛǎƛŀǘƛŦ ¢L¢¦{ нΥтέ project was launched in March 2014. STP 
stands for Sekolah Teologi Pertama, and students are issued a 
certificate in theological studies. The qualification to enter this 
interior Bible School is PMR or equivalent. But we were told the 
school is also accepting candidates with lesser qualifications as 
long as they have the ability to read and write, and are very 
certain of a calling to serve God.  

 
STP Buduk Aru was built in 1961. 
The school has 30 students from 
different native groups: Lun 
Bawang, Kenyah, Kayan, Penan, 
Berawan, Beketan, Murut Tagal and 
Dusun among others.  There are 4 
Orang Asli from Pahang, too. The 
first thing that impressed us was the 
writing of Bible verses all over the 
school building.  Every corner 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƴŜǎǎΣ 
goodness and faithfulness as His 
Word is written on the walls and  

 
 

 

  

   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Lun Bawang in the 1940s 
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