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Peace in the Midst of Storm

GL KIFI@S G2fR @2dz 4KSasS dGKAy3az 4&f
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(John 16:33)

Once, an art gallery in US organised a painting competitioth@subject,

Gt S OSd¢ ¢KS LI AYylGAYy3dI GKIG 62y (K

an ocean in a violent storm. The sky was ominous, the lightning was cutti
across the sky, and the waves were crashing onto the rock walls of the cl
by the shoreWhere was the peace? One had to look twice to understand
gKI G ¢l a JI2Ay3 2yd ¢KSNB:X 02dzi K
tucked into a tiny hollow in the rock. A mother bird was sitting on that nest
with her little babies tucked underneath heQund asleep. That was peace!

Peace, therefore, is not just the absence of a sto
but rest in the midst of a stornfor Malaysian
Christians, 2014 was a year fraught with battles
over our holy book. Confiscation of Alkitab, Bup
Kudus and other Christidmoks such as Christian
hymnals in Johor, plus a deranged threat to burn
the Alkitab, has brought us nowhere nearer to a
solution of the Allah issue.

And the matter seems to have gotten worse. It wi
, reported on Dec 2 that the police disrupted a

churchservice in Bangi. The church attendees were mainly Indonesians. |
gl a y2G4 1y26y AF (KS LINRofSY NBf I
was conducted in Bahasa. What was perplexing was that the police were
the forefront, not the local council. Was said that the issues were the noisg
level and the use of a shdpuse as a church.

The seized Alkitab and the Iban Bible, Bup Kudu
were finally returned on November 1#lowever,
the copies were stamped with a warning that the
were not to be publiskd or used anywhere in the
state of Selangor. Technically, Alkitab is banned
Selangor. Mny BMspeaking Christians, the
majority of whom are from Sabah and Sarawak,
experience a sense of being persecuted. At the same time, overzealous
extremists teardown festive banners and declare war on simple greetings
fA1S aaSNNE / KNRAGYlFagod

While there are racial and religious issues in every society, the situation it
Malaysia is different because it is the authorities that have condoned and
even provoked tensin for political purposes. JAKIM has directed mosques
i KNP dz3 K 2 dzi aI treaarlr G2 are 66AGK?2
GKNBFGzZ¢é GKI /| KNAaAdGAlLIYya FyR WSg§
are responsible for turning Muslims againsich other and tricking them into
losing their rights.

On the other hand, no investigation was carried out for the many complair
regarding Islamization and discrimination in schools and long houses in S
FYR {FN} gl o 9SSy 2dzNJ T2NX¥SNJIt a
use the word "Allah."
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We have our own challenges in Wawaganabur, t00.A
complaint to KDN by a Malay man regarding our Alkikabak
Kanak, caused our activities to be halted for a while as KDN
officers wanted to inspect our premise. The Lord savgthat
day as we were all in Kuching when 5 of them came to our off
¢CKS A&aadzsS ¢la aaSaiat SRe
that the AlkitabKanakY I y'I { 6 6 KA OK dza Sa
meant for Sabah and Sarawak, not for distribution to Malajs.
the same time, a flash flood in KK destroyed some of our sto¢
| and water leakage from an old pipe in our store room destro

August!
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And soas a nation, what can wexpect in 20157

As we pray for the moderates to rise up, many believe 2015y
continue to be a challenging timerf@hristians in Malaysia. Th
minorities, particularly Christians, continue to be undgegeby

groups such as PERKASA and ISMA who claim to be advocg
al & NAIKGad ¢KS FlLEf2dzi ¥

J is confined to The Herald. Our constitutional right to freedoimn

' uphold those rights. Religion will continue to be used as a tod
the quest for power in Malaysia.

How should we move on in 2015? As our headlines continue
be dominated by new chaliges and even as many hearts are
filled with much anxiety and fear, let us consider the incredibl
peace offered iPsalm 46

Faur times in this short psalm, we are reminded that God is w
us in the worst of times. God wants to prepare us for the stor
ahead by reminding us that He is in the midst of the storm.

! God is our refuge and strength,
an everpresent helpn trouble.
% Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
3 though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.
* There is a river whose streams makadythe city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.
® God is within her, she will not fall;
God will help her at break of day.
® Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
he lifts his voice, the earth melts.
! TheLorDAImMighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
® Come and see what tHeorphas done,
the desolations he has brought on the earth.
°He makes wars cease
to the ends of the earth.
He breaks the bow and shatters tepear;
he burns the shieldwith fire.
Y'S areasz 4.8 adattzx
| will be exalted among the nations,
L ¢6Aff 0SS SEFfGSR Ay
“TheLorbAlmighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our foess. (NIV)
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thousands of our books. All these happened within a week irf

~’ despite the assurances by the authorities that the court decisf

religion is being trampledn; even by those who are suppose t¢

GD2R Aa 2dzNJ NB T dz3desdntyhdlp ird G NJ
GNRdzof SPé ¢KS Y2NB GNRdzf A
GKS LIN’aSyO0S 2F D2R® ¢KS LJ
not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall

into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam a
GKS Y2dzyGlAya ljdz2 1S gAGK 0

collapse, even things that have always been there for us. B
KIS y2 FSIFENJI o6SOFdzaS aD2R

G ¢ KSNB wvihase streaNid iaa&eNylad the city of God, tif

K2feée LI OS 4KSNBE GKS az2al
today in those who belong to Him through faith in Jesus.
GD2R Aada gAGKAY KSNE |yR ak
kingdoms fall...the LordImighty is with us; the God of Jacob
Ada  2dzNJ F 2 NI).NEBea ds evenytidhfsy Biderfs topbe
YStiAy3a R26yI D2R aleéeaz 4.

We have to learn to place our hope in God, not man.
According to Barian, a senior lawyer froi@arawak, the
controversial court decision on the Allah issue goes beyond
TheHerald.liT SEGSYyR& (2 {lo6lK Iy
' 34dzN> yOS¢e¢ FNBY (GKS CSRSNI {
constitution, as expounded by the Federal Court decision,
that Allah is only for Muslims. The constitution is the supren
law for the land and it jpplies to all; including Sabah and
Sarawak. No one, even parliament, let alone the governme
havethe power to incapacitate the constitution.

The decision of the highest court on the Allah issue may ng
be right. Nonetheless, this is the law as it standntil and
unless the court reverses the existing decision, this is the Ig

that governs the issue. In the face of this piece of law, the 1}

point solution, an executive policy, has novaleek S & ! f
law is applicable throughout Malaysia and theradghing

that the government can do about it.

And there is another angle to the problem: some Christians
from Sabah and Sarawak reside in the peninsular and they
pray in the manner they have always done back home. Addg
to this is the fact that some of thChristians in Malaysia are
foreign workers from Indonesia and all of them, despite bei
non-citizens, have the right to religious freedom granted by
the constitution.

But the court decision has narrowed it down. From a certain
perspective, the court laeven taken the right away;

d2YSGKAY3I 6KAOKIEZ | OO2NRAY3
9l yaSt A0t aiaairzys Aa ai

But challenging times are the most exciting times.

Going back to the painting, just as the little bird foumdiding

place in the cleft of the rock, we have a refuge in Jesus Ch
our Rock. His cross was a sacrifice for our sins, and His er
tomb, a promise of our resurrection. Yet we are not promise
a life without storms. In fact we know that there isvalys the

presence of evil in the world, as represented by the frightful
imagery in that painting. Through the cross, we can overco

G46SOldzaS GKS 2yS gK2 Aa Ay

Ay G(GKS g2NIRPEOM W2KY nYno

in the midst of the storm.
——
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logging road was slippery. As if sudden dips and sharp corner|
were not harrowingenough, each time a large trailer passed b
gAGUGKAY | KI A NX&hedl biBd, keivire fIE

with trepidation. Part of the $our drive was dry and dusty. In|

between the clearing of the rain and the settling of the dust,
were moments whernwve caught glimpses of the landscape

around us. The blue outline of mountains occasionally markeg
a swathe of mist enthralled us.

g~ P e 2 T
This is Borneo, and the 4 of us were travelling in the northern
highlands to. I QY S\é viete goming from Lawabie
YSENBalG f26tFyR 26y ® hdzNJ &
many smaltommunities of Long Luping, Long Beluyu, Long
Tanid, Long Sukang and Long Semadoh, before we reach
. QY St H @Y §dalgioup yf 9 villages in the Bario
Highlands oSarawak 3,000 feet (910n) above sea level and
just 4km from the border oKalimantan The villages are Buduk
Nur, Long Larai, Long Lemumut, Long Ritan, Long Rusu, Pa
Tawing, Buduk Bui, Buduk Aru and Long Rangatl Tihdawang
are the inhabitants.

. | QY Sdabdutl152 km from Lawas. The long, bumpg an
winding road is dry and dusty during the hot months of April tg
September, and muddy and treacherous during the monsoon
months of October to March.

Our mission is to bring Atlb EdisiStudi to STP Buduku, and
to visit the SekolaffinggiTeologiWillfinger in Kampun@aru,
across the border in Krayan, Indonesia. STP BAdulks the g
Bible School in Sabah and Sarawak we are visiting since the
GLYAAaRAL G dpbjectwag laupched v March 2019TP
stands for SekolaleologiPertama, and students are issued a
certificate in theological studies. The qualificatito enter this
interior Bible $hool is PMR or equivalent. But we were told the
school is also accepting candidates with lesser qualifications 4
long as they have thability to read and write, and are very
certain of a calling to serve God.

STP Budulru was built in 1961.
The school has 30 students from
different native groups: Lun
Bawang, Kenyah, Kayan, Penan,
Berawan, Beketan, Murutagal and
Dusun among othersThere are 4
Orang Asli from Pahang, too. The
=1 first thing that impressed us was thq
writing of Bible verses all over the
school building. Every corner
NEYAYR&a 2yS 27F D
goodness and faithfulness as His
| Word is written on the walls and

The road ahead was relentless. It rained in the morning and tH |

even on the rocks! The place indeed provides a good

environment fortheological studies.

And there is a cultural tradition that has been passed on si
the school was built. Every student will be adopted by the
local communities during their years in Bible school. The |
adopted family ensures their needs are met, especially the
warmth of homewhen the students stayed over the weeke
once a fortnight. I

The school is seffufficient as the students plant crops and J
vegetables, rear fish and prepare their own meals. It is par{
the training for them to become sedufficient pastors | 3!
wherever hey are sent. The principal, Guru Paul Jalong, |
served in Baram for 3 years. As the Penans ar|
still seminomadic, he had to move with them. [
Thus, one must learn how to be sslifficient in
order to serve this people group.
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Throughd L Y A & A | { Aiffis odr hapeé the '
Alkitab Edisi Studi will help our Bpeaking
pastors, leaders ahfuture leaders (Sekolah
Alkitabstudents and youth leaders) to preach
D2RQa 22NR STFSOGAODST
shepherd those whom God has entrusted undg
their care(2 Tim 3:16,17).

No one is a stranger in I Q'Y S\Wé vielle gonstantly
greeted with smiles. The LiBawang experienced the
ALIANRGAzZEE FoF1SYyAy3a | yR NB
My nQad . dzil QiYKSBhs NIy Ghned We A

talked to many eyavitnesses of the revivals. IlRulan, the
widow of the late Pak Agurigangaysaid her husband
prophesied about the road that would come into the
highlands (in those days | QY Scanloflybg reached on
footorby é& N X
02YS:3

-
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Today, the swuggling of drugs, stolen cars and otlygrods
KFa Gdz2NYSENRKYQYWESI 1l xIKE |y
2Ny S2¢ Ayilz GKS aaSEAO2 2
escalated, ther 2 1 2 ND&@ Ot S (NI O] toO2y
Long Midang in Indonesia was transformed into a road big
enough to accommodate cars. Day and njgtatders from
Lawas use fouwheel drives (4WD) to supply goods and
drugs at the Indonesian border town of Long Bawan, an
K2 dzZNDa RNA RS FNRY . dzRdz]

A local resident estimated that more
than 200 stolen cars had traversed the
border since the road upgraay. The
dusty but tarsealed track, which used tq
0S I (dA2]lidadbdythe official
a2k ftly FRINEIOF NJ G KA
have to produce their identity cards to
cross the border. It is said that those
gAGK GKS aNRIKG OF
drive throughwithout the need to flash
their identity cards.

Lun Bwangin the 1940
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