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Peace in the Midst of Storm
“Now he who supplies seed to the sower and
bread for food will also supply and increase your
store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your
righteousness.” (2 Cor 9:10)
Wawasan Penabur is turning 7 in January 2015!
The seed was first planted in 2008, when a
group of concerned individuals came together to
plan for a BM publishing ministry for the BMspeaking churches in Malaysia. When Wawasan
Penabur was formed in January 2009, 7 people
were instrumental in its birth and God’s
goodness and faithfulness has been evident ever
since.
Rather than just setting up a book publishing
ministry, God gave us the strategy to work
closely with churches. Along the way, many
people have tilled the ground, watered the seed,
nurtured it, watching it grow. Wawasan Penabur
has grown beyond just publishing and
distributing books. We have launched a few
campaigns and initiatives, conducted a number
of awareness seminars and writing workshops,
and visited a number of churches in the interior.
Moving forward, He has enlarged our tent to be
a bridge between the BM-speaking and non BMspeaking churches. The challenges ahead are
great, but He who promises peace that
transcends all understanding (Phil 4:7) is faithful
and will continue to guard and guide. Indeed He
will be the rock and the fortress in the midst of
all storms.
And our tagline is:

Sowing BM Christian Resources
Bridging Christian Communities
May the Lord of peace be with us. God bless
you!

wawasan.penabur@gmail.com
www.wawasanpenabur.org

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
(John 16:33)
Once, an art gallery in US organised a painting competition on the subject,
“Peace.” The painting that won the prize was a real surprise. The scene was
an ocean in a violent storm. The sky was ominous, the lightning was cutting
across the sky, and the waves were crashing onto the rock walls of the cliffs
by the shore. Where was the peace? One had to look twice to understand
what was going on. There, about halfway up the cliffs, was a bird’s nest
tucked into a tiny hollow in the rock. A mother bird was sitting on that nest
with her little babies tucked underneath her, sound asleep. That was peace!
Peace, therefore, is not just the absence of a storm
but rest in the midst of a storm. For Malaysian
Christians, 2014 was a year fraught with battles
over our holy book. Confiscation of Alkitab, Bup
Kudus and other Christian books such as Christian
hymnals in Johor, plus a deranged threat to burn
the Alkitab, has brought us nowhere nearer to a
solution of the Allah issue.
And the matter seems to have gotten worse. It was
reported on Dec 2 that the police disrupted a
church service in Bangi. The church attendees were mainly Indonesians. It
was not known if the problem related to the use of “Allah” but the service
was conducted in Bahasa. What was perplexing was that the police were in
the forefront, not the local council. It was said that the issues were the noise
level and the use of a shop-house as a church.
The seized Alkitab and the Iban Bible, Bup Kudus,
were finally returned on November 14. However,
the copies were stamped with a warning that they
were not to be published or used anywhere in the
state of Selangor. Technically, Alkitab is banned in
Selangor. Many BM-speaking Christians, the
majority of whom are from Sabah and Sarawak,
experience a sense of being persecuted. At the same time, overzealous
extremists tear down festive banners and declare war on simple greetings
like “Merry Christmas”.
While there are racial and religious issues in every society, the situation in
Malaysia is different because it is the authorities that have condoned and
even provoked tension for political purposes. JAKIM has directed mosques
throughout Malaysia to say (without citing any evidence) that Islam is “under
threat,” that Christians and Jews are “enemies of Islam,” and that Christians
are responsible for turning Muslims against each other and tricking them into
losing their rights.
On the other hand, no investigation was carried out for the many complaints
regarding Islamization and discrimination in schools and long houses in Sabah
and Sarawak. Even our former PM asserted that Christians have “no right” to
use the word "Allah."

We have our own challenges in Wawasan Penabur, too. A
complaint to KDN by a Malay man regarding our Alkitab KanakKanak, caused our activities to be halted for a while as KDN
officers wanted to inspect our premise. The Lord saved us that
day as we were all in Kuching when 5 of them came to our office.
The issue was “settled” after a meeting with them to explain
that the Alkitab Kanak-Kanak (which uses the word “Allah”) is
meant for Sabah and Sarawak, not for distribution to Malays. At
the same time, a flash flood in KK destroyed some of our stock,
and water leakage from an old pipe in our store room destroyed
thousands of our books. All these happened within a week in
August!

And so, as a nation, what can we expect in 2015?
As we pray for the moderates to rise up, many believe 2015 will
continue to be a challenging time for Christians in Malaysia. The
minorities, particularly Christians, continue to be under siege by
groups such as PERKASA and ISMA who claim to be advocating
Malay rights. The fallout from the “Allah” issue will continue,
despite the assurances by the authorities that the court decision
is confined to The Herald. Our constitutional right to freedom of
religion is being trampled on; even by those who are suppose to
uphold those rights. Religion will continue to be used as a tool in
the quest for power in Malaysia.
How should we move on in 2015? As our headlines continue to
be dominated by new challenges and even as many hearts are
filled with much anxiety and fear, let us consider the incredible
peace offered in Psalm 46.
Four times in this short psalm, we are reminded that God is with
us in the worst of times. God wants to prepare us for the storms
ahead by reminding us that He is in the midst of the storm.
1

God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
3
though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.
5
God is within her, she will not fall;
God will help her at break of day.
6
Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
he lifts his voice, the earth melts.
7
The LORD Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
8
Come and see what the LORD has done,
the desolations he has brought on the earth.
9
He makes wars cease
to the ends of the earth.
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the shields with fire.
10
He says, “Be still, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth.”
11
The LORD Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress. (NIV)

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in
trouble.” The more troubling the circumstances, the greater
the presence of God. The psalmist says, “Therefore we will
not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall
into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and
the mountains quake with their surging.” Many things may
collapse, even things that have always been there for us. But
have no fear because “God is our refuge and strength.”
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the
holy place where the Most High dwells” (verse 4). God lives
today in those who belong to Him through faith in Jesus.
“God is within her, and she will not fall...Nations are in uproar,
kingdoms fall...the Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob
is our fortress” (verse 5-7). Even as everything seems to be
melting down, God says, “Be still, and know that I am God.”
We have to learn to place our hope in God, not man.
According to Baru Bian, a senior lawyer from Sarawak, the
controversial court decision on the Allah issue goes beyond
The Herald. It extends to Sabah and Sarawak, despite “the
assurance” from the Federal Government. It is because the
constitution, as expounded by the Federal Court decision, says
that Allah is only for Muslims. The constitution is the supreme
law for the land and it applies to all; including Sabah and
Sarawak. No one, even parliament, let alone the government,
have the power to incapacitate the constitution.
The decision of the highest court on the Allah issue may not
be right. Nonetheless, this is the law as it stands. Until and
unless the court reverses the existing decision, this is the law
that governs the issue. In the face of this piece of law, the 10point solution, an executive policy, has no value. The “Allah”
law is applicable throughout Malaysia and there is nothing
that the government can do about it.
And there is another angle to the problem: some Christians
from Sabah and Sarawak reside in the peninsular and they
pray in the manner they have always done back home. Added
to this is the fact that some of the Christians in Malaysia are
foreign workers from Indonesia and all of them, despite being
non-citizens, have the right to religious freedom granted by
the constitution.
But the court decision has narrowed it down. From a certain
perspective, the court has even taken the right away;
something which, according to the Sarawak’s Borneo
Evangelical Mission, is “the most important thing in our lives”.
But challenging times are the most exciting times.
Going back to the painting, just as the little bird found a hiding
place in the cleft of the rock, we have a refuge in Jesus Christ,
our Rock. His cross was a sacrifice for our sins, and His empty
tomb, a promise of our resurrection. Yet we are not promised
a life without storms. In fact we know that there is always the
presence of evil in the world, as represented by the frightful
imagery in that painting. Through the cross, we can overcome
“because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is
in the world.”(1 John 4:4). Only in Christ, can we have peace
in the midst of the storm.

The “Long” Journey
The road ahead was relentless. It rained in the morning and the
logging road was slippery. As if sudden dips and sharp corners
were not harrowing enough, each time a large trailer passed by
within a hair’s breadth of our four-wheel drive, we were filled
with trepidation. Part of the 5-hour drive was dry and dusty. In
between the clearing of the rain and the settling of the dust,
were moments when we caught glimpses of the landscape
around us. The blue outline of mountains occasionally marked by
a swathe of mist enthralled us.

This is Borneo, and the 4 of us were travelling in the northern
highlands to Ba’Kelalan. We were coming from Lawas, the
nearest lowland town. Our “Long” journey passed through the
many small communities of Long Luping, Long Beluyu, Long
Tanid, Long Sukang and Long Semadoh, before we reach
Ba’Kelalan. Ba’Kelalan is a group of 9 villages in the Bario
Highlands of Sarawak, 3,000 feet (910 m) above sea level and
just 4 km from the border of Kalimantan. The villages are Buduk
Nur, Long Langai, Long Lemumut, Long Ritan, Long Rusu, Pa
Tawing, Buduk Bui, Buduk Aru and Long Rangat. The Lun Bawang
are the inhabitants.
Ba’Kelalan is about 152 km from Lawas. The long, bumpy and
winding road is dry and dusty during the hot months of April to
September, and muddy and treacherous during the monsoon
months of October to March.

Our mission is to bring Alkitab Edisi Studi to STP Buduk Aru, and
to visit the Sekolah Tinggi Teologi Willfinger in Kampung Baru,
th
across the border in Krayan, Indonesia. STP Buduk Aru is the 6
Bible School in Sabah and Sarawak we are visiting since the
“Inisiatif TITUS 2:7” project was launched in March 2014. STP
stands for Sekolah Teologi Pertama, and students are issued a
certificate in theological studies. The qualification to enter this
interior Bible School is PMR or equivalent. But we were told the
school is also accepting candidates with lesser qualifications as
long as they have the ability to read and write, and are very
certain of a calling to serve God.
STP Buduk Aru was built in 1961.
The school has 30 students from
different native groups: Lun
Bawang, Kenyah, Kayan, Penan,
Berawan, Beketan, Murut Tagal and
Dusun among others. There are 4
Orang Asli from Pahang, too. The
first thing that impressed us was the
writing of Bible verses all over the
school building. Every corner
reminds one of God’s greatness,
goodness and faithfulness as His
Word is written on the walls and

even on the rocks! The place indeed provides a good
environment for theological studies.
And there is a cultural tradition that has been passed on since
the school was built. Every student will be adopted by the
local communities during their years in Bible school. The
adopted family ensures their needs are met, especially the
warmth of home when the students stayed over the weekend
once a fortnight.
The school is self-sufficient as the students plant crops and
vegetables, rear fish and prepare their own meals. It is part of
the training for them to become self-sufficient pastors
wherever they are sent. The principal, Guru Paul Jalong,
served in Baram for 3 years. As the Penans are
still semi-nomadic, he had to move with them.
Thus, one must learn how to be self-sufficient in
order to serve this people group.
Through “Inisiatif TITUS 2:7”, it is our hope the
Alkitab Edisi Studi will help our BM-speaking
pastors, leaders and future leaders (Sekolah
Alkitab students and youth leaders) to preach
God’s Word effectively, empowering them to
shepherd those whom God has entrusted under
their care (2 Tim 3:16,17).
No one is a stranger in Ba’Kelalan. We were constantly
greeted with smiles. The Lun Bawang experienced the
spiritual awakening and revival of the 1930’s, 1970’s and
1980’s. But the revival in Ba’Kelalan has long gone. We
talked to many eye-witnesses of the revivals. Ibu Bulan, the
widow of the late Pak Agung Bangau, said her husband
prophesied about the road that would come into the
highlands (in those days Ba’Kelalan can only be reached on
foot or by air), and gave a strong warning that “new problems
will come, therefore, guard our children and youths”.

Today, the smuggling of drugs, stolen cars and other goods
has turned Ba’Kelalan from the “Highland Paradise of
Borneo” into the “Mexico of Borneo”. As smuggling activities
escalated, the motorcycle track connecting Ba’Kelalan to
Long Midang in Indonesia was transformed into a road big
enough to accommodate cars. Day and night, traders from
Lawas use four-wheel drives (4WD) to supply goods and
drugs at the Indonesian border town of Long Bawan, an
hour’s drive from Buduk Nur.
A local resident estimated that more
than 200 stolen cars had traversed the
border since the road upgrading. The
dusty but tar-sealed track, which used to
be a “jalan tikus”, is now the official
“jalan raja” for car thieves who only
have to produce their identity cards to
cross the border. It is said that those
with the “right connection” can
drive through without the need to flash
Lun Bawang in the 1940s their identity cards.

Drugs, especially “shabu”, are stashed among sundries to avoid
detection at the Indonesian checkpoint. Since August 2013, nine
from Ba’Kelalan and Lawas had been caught by Indonesian law
enforcers for drug trafficking.
What concerns the villagers even more is that some local youths
are now “shabu” addicts. A gram of it, packed in a drinking straw
of about one centimetre and sealed at both ends, is sold at
RM50.
Apart from drugs, the smuggling of sundries has also affected
licensed Ba’Kelalan businessmen. Goods from Sarawak are in
high demand on the other side because they are 3 times cheaper
compared to the goods that are flown into Long Bawan from
Nunukan, where Indonesian traders have to pay freight charges
of RM8 per kg.
Our “Long” journey opened our eyes to
the challenges in discipling our future
leaders, the BM-speaking children and
youths. The majority (if not all) of our
nd
rd
th
youths are 2 , 3 , 4 generation
Christians. Many of them are no longer
interested in spiritual things. We can see
a lot of church dropouts today, simply
because their faith is not their own. They
often lack a first-hand faith and a
personal relationship with Christ.
Please continue to pray for our BMspeaking children and youths. It is a long
journey for them as Islamization and
modernization pose the biggest threats. If
we are not interested in them, Islam and
the world are!

Bengkel Penulisan
Bersama Dr Miriam Adeney
Date : 2-6 March 2015
Venue: Sabah Theological Seminary, KK
Cost : RM 150 (include accommodation,
food and lecture notes)

Prerequisite: Write-ups and notes (from interviews) on local
“heroes of faith” assignment
This 5-day writing workshop (maximum 15 participants) is
specially organized for Bahasa-speaking writers (and potential
writers) who are keen to write short stories (80-120 pages) on
local heroes of faith (Pahlawan Iman) to be published by
Wawasan Penabur under Siri Pahlawan Iman.
For more info, please write to Randy at rsingkee@gmail.com.

A Noise of Many Voices
When asked who Willfinger was, the staff of Sekolah Tinggi
Teologi Willfinger (STTW) in Kampung Baru in Krayan said,
“This man died for our people”. 98% of the people in Krayan
are Lun Dayeh Christians. Originally called Murut, this people
group was later renamed Lun Bawang in Sarawak, but
continue to be known as Lun Dayeh in Sabah and Indonesia.
To the locals, the history of the Christian
church is intertwined with a man called
John Francis Willfinger, who willingly
gave his life for the people he loved.
John Francis Willfinger (1910-1942) was
an American missionary who came to
Borneo in 1938. When Charles Hudson
Southwell, founder of the Borneo Evangelical Mission, was
ministering in Sarawak, Willfinger worked among the Murut
and other Dayak groups in Northeast Kalimantan.
He wrote in his diary of a “loud noise of many voices”
resounding through the Borneo wilds when he first arrive in a
remote Dayak village. It was the Easter of 1939. A throng of
Dayak was welcoming the arrival of the new missionary for
the Easter celebration in songs! Willfinger worshipped with
700 Dayak Christians in that Easter celebration, and baptised
108 new believers. He wrote that the people have “found a
place in my heart …nothing is too difficult or demanding to
bring them closer fellowship with Christ.”
A brilliant scholar and gifted linguist, he learned the Malay
and Murut language and earned the trust of the Dayaks,
enabling him to preach to large gatherings. Pouring out his
heart so that the people could know the peace and joy of
Christ, he next embarked on the hard work of translating the
Bible into the native tongue. Revival broke out, saturated
with miracles and sweeping through the longhouses and
villages of Meratang and Krayan.

Over the next few years, Willfinger served tirelessly. Even
when traversing rugged trails to reach new villages, he
carried along a typewriter to translate Scriptures and hymns
into the language of the Murut. And with a great sense of
urgency, Willfinger translated the gospel of Matthew and
was also the principal translator of Mark’s gospel. Both
Murut gospels were published later by the British and
Foreign Bible Society.
But change came on March 8, 1942.
After the Japanese conquered Borneo,
they ordered all missionaries to come out
of the interior to surrender. The order
added that “anyone who tried to help
*the missionaries+ would be punished.”
This meant that the many friends hiding
Willfinger would also be imperiled.
Hiding him would force them to lie to the
Japanese. “I did not come here to ‘drag
people into sin’ by lying,” he reasoned. He would not do that

even if it cost him his life! And, if his hiding place was discovered
by the Japanese, his friends would be cruelly put to death.
Surrendering to the Japanese, he endured the hardships of
internment for 2 months. On Christmas Eve 1942, having just
turned 32, he was escorted out of the camp and beheaded 4
days later.
Even tribesmen not yet converted to Christianity were moved by
this American missionary who gave up his life to save theirs,
forever stamping on their hearts an understanding of Jesus' own
sacrifice. Meratang and Krayan became Kingdom strongholds.
The story of John Willfinger's life really begins with his death.
Two years after he was executed, toward the end of the war, a
group of American airmen were shot down over the jungles of
Borneo. They bailed out into the jungles of the “headhunters”,
one of the most feared places in the world for air personnel to
be shot down. But a strange thing happened. Discovered quickly
in the jungle, the Dayaks recognized the American flag sewn on
the airmen's uniforms and knew that these men were from the
same country as the missionary (Willfinger) who had given his
life in the not so distant past. You can read the story from Judith
Heimann's book, The Airmen and the Headhunters, or watch the
documentary on (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSvGzOHolcU).

1. Sowing BM Christian Resources
German missionary activities in Kudat, Sabah, began in the
early 20th century which led to the founding of the
Protestant Church in Sabah (PCS) in 1952 by the Basel
Mission, which worked among the Rungus people. PCS has a
Bible seminary in Bavangazo, known as Pusat Pendidikan
Teologi (PPT), offering a 4-year training course for pastors
and a shorter 2-year certificate level course.
Wawasan Penabur recently raised RM 6,330.00 to help PPT
purchase theological and reference books for their library.
More than 600 books from Indonesia have been purchased
for their library in the last 2 months, just in time for the
school to be reopened this January. There is also an increase
in the intake this year. We are targeting RM 10,000 in
sowing Christian resources for PPT Library. Please write to us
if you feel led to sponsor some books for the school.

After WWII, the church continued to grow for many years in both
Kalimantan and Sarawak, with little to no influence from western
missionaries. As the church grew, national Christian believers
began to do the preaching, teaching and missionary work that
had once been done by foreigners. An interior Bible School
sprang up in the village of Kampung Baru, dedicated to teaching
and training young people from all over the island as pastors,
national church leaders and evangelists, so that they can take the
Gospel to fellow citizens living in remote areas of Indonesia. The
Bible School is named after John Francis Willfinger. It also serves
as a high school and has several students receiving a Christian
education.
Administrative Office cum library building, Lecturers’ quarters, Classroom.

2. Bridging Christian Communities

To this day, many strong Christians in the community and
throughout the area point back to Willfinger's ultimate example
of faith as the beginning of the Christian church in that part of
Kalimantan. They are eager to talk about the significant impact
that Willfinger's life and death had and continues to have in their
community to this very day.
Seventy two years later, this tale is not anywhere near
completion. It is written in the “visible ink” of lives saved and the
“invisible ink” of tens of thousands of souls redeemed. Though
John Willfinger’s voice was silenced, “a loud sound of many
voices” still resounds through the Borneo wilds—his translated
hymns are still sung joyfully, touching many lives in continuing
revival. He is remembered by the Lun Dayeh/ Lun Bawang even
as they worship, singing the hymns he translated.

There are many needs among the Bible School students
(majority of them are interior pastors who take a few years
off to be trained in Bible School). In most cases, they are
sent by their kampung/parish with the commitment to go
back and serve the community upon graduation.
Wawasan Penabur has encouraged a cell group in an Englishspeaking church in PJ to sponsor a student (who is a pastor)
and his family since March 2014 for his theological studies in
PPT. There are many more like him who need our help.

We are Hiring!!
Wawasan Penabur is looking for born-again Christians desiring to serve God in a full-time capacity to join the team in our
Subang Jaya office:
1.

Administration and Accounts Executive
He/she will take and process orders and run the office. Besides book keeping, he/she must maintain accurate
records of financial transactions and produce financial reports. Part-time capacity will also be considered.

2.

Interns for Research and Training
Preferably East Malaysian fresh graduates (any field), able to work independently, skillful in working with people
with different personalities and cultural backgrounds, able to conduct research, good biblical foundation with
basic exposure in church and mission.

3.

Digital Leader
He/she will own the overall digital media strategy for Wawasan Penabur, including web-presence, digital e-books,
TV and social media elements. Part of the role will entail website enhancements and improvements, ensuring
digital e-book preparation, production and distribution. Additionally, the role will entail working with different
organisations and individuals to develop various content for different media streams including videos and social
media. Part-time capacity will also be considered.

To Apply:
Kindly submit your application – including a comprehensive resume, a recent passport-sized photograph, scanned copies
of relevant certificates and documents and contact information – by email to wawasan.penabur@gmail.com

How Can We Work Together?
There are many ways for us to partner together in God’s ministry of sowing, growing and spreading the best resources to
the Bahasa-speaking Church.
Help raise awareness and funds. I believe this
ministry has long-term potential. I desire to play an active
role in engaging hearts and minds, so that others will also
commit to strengthening the BM Church – through
energy, funds and prayer.
Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu Anak
Satu Alkitab Campaign” for Orang Asli, Sabah and
Sarawak. I believe my giving will bless the Bahasa-speaking
Christians in this nation.

Get involved in writing/translation projects. I
would like to join and contribute to a network of
Christian writers, translators and publishers focused
on developing BM resources.
Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the
house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the
Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan
Penabur team accountable to the Lord through
faithful intercession and action.

Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Inisiatif TITUS 2:7” for Orang Asli, Sabah and Sarawak BM-speaking
pastors, leaders and Bible School students. I believe my giving will bless the Bahasa-speaking Christians in this nation.
I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd.
Here is my/our gift _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.*
Name : _________________________________________ Email: _____________________________
Name (or___________________________________________________________________________
Company Name)
Address:
Contact Person

Contact
AddressNumber(s): ____________________(hse) ______________________ (off)
____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax)
Cheque: issue to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd”
Bank-in : Public Bank account: 3127674507
CIMB Bank account: 800 2648457
Maybank account: 5623 6663 2813
* Please fax/send/email the bank-in-slip to us.
Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd, P.O.Box No: 8327, Kelana Jaya Post Office, 46787 Petaling Jaya, SELANGOR
Tel/Fax: +603-5888 4987 Email: wawasan.penabur@gmail.com

