
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

 
Does a decade make a difference?  In January 2009 Wawasan Penabur was birthed in 
response to the dire need for Christian materials in Bahasa Malaysia.  We started our 
journey when the “Allah” word was a big issue.  Almost all the publishers then were trying 
to avoid using the word.  Some ministries deliberately changed it to “Tuhan” even when 
Alkitab verses were quoted. 
 
Our first few years saw some of our books confiscated, and some titles blacklisted by the 
government.  And we had two visits from KDN.  All because we continued to use the 
word. We had our storeroom flooded twice in PJ and once in KK, destroying a lot of our 
stock.  Yet, we see His hand upon us, guiding us and protecting us. We marveled at His 
faithfulness through all the seasons. God spoke to us through nature even as we were 
traveling in different parts of Sabah and Sarawak. 
 
Today, after a decade, we can only stand amazed at how God has seen us through, 
how He has been good and faithful to us. The hymn “Great is Thy Faithfulness” is most 
meaningful as Wawasan Penabur celebrates her 10th Anniversary. The hymn was written 
by Thomas Obadiah Chisolm (1866-1960), based on Lamentations 3:22-23, 
“Through the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. 
They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.”  So, what can we learn from this 
hymn? 
 
In every season, He is faithful to complete the work He has started. “Thou changest 
not, Thy compassions they fail not; As Thou hast been Thou forever will be”. God finishes 
what He starts.  He didn’t go halfway in creation and then gave up. Jesus didn’t go 
halfway to Calvary and then stopped. God will finish the work that He starts in each of us. 
He will complete the work.  
 
In every season, He is faithful to provide for our needs.  “All I have needed Thy hand 
hath provided; Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!” A lot of our projects started with a 
vision and a small amount of seed money.  But He provides when we learn to make His 
name at the center of the project.  
 
In every season, He is faithful to go with us every step of the way.  “His own presence 
to cheer and to guide; Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow”.   He was 
cheering us on, leading and guiding even during the mundane moments. He is telling us 
by His Spirit, “I Am with you! You will make it to the end.”  He will give us strength no matter 
what the circumstances.  And He gives us the hope of heaven so we know we do not 
labor in vain. 
 
God will be faithful to walk with you every step of the way! Great is His faithfulness! 
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He Walks With Us 
By Chow Chee Yan 

 
“My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish  

all My purpose.”  (Isaiah 46:10) 
 
Our LORD is sovereign. This we can be sure of. No matter 
how we plan it, it is the LORD's purpose that will stand. It is 
God's purpose to increase the disciples of Christ amongst 
the Bahasa-speaking community. It is His purpose to 
multiply discipleship resources for this community. 
 
The journey of Wawasan Penabur is a testimony to the 
outworking of God's purpose. God walks with us. Each one 
of our books and projects tells a unique story of God's 
intervention. You can read about them in our book 
celebrating 10 years of God's faithfulness.  
 

 
 
It was God's design that the few of us got together in 2008. 
We did not know one another but we were like-minded in 
our common desire for more BM resources. Our giftings 
complemented one another, be it in fund raising, in 
knowledge of technology or in networking with BM 
Christian leaders.  Our advisers were nationally well-known 
Christian leaders with expertise in diverse areas. 
 
In 2009, God purposed that Randy Singkee joined us as our 
full-time executive director. Randy, a native Sabahan, is 
conversant in English, Bahasa and Mandarin and blessed 
with boundless energy. An effective mobiliser and executer, 
Randy labors tirelessly, availing himself to the power of 
Christ which He “powerfully works within" him (Colossians 
1:29). The projects and materials, numbering more than 100 
titles, are executed through his leadership.   
    

 

“This is My project. I Am in it. And My Name shall be 
glorified through it”. These were Bishop Hwa Yung's 
prophetic words in 2011, at the launch of our Children's 
Bible, the Alkitab Kanak-Kanak (AKK). Those prophetic 
words were a game changer. It deeply humbled us and 
drove us back to our drawing board. Up to that time, we 
had envisioned a “not-for-profit" business model. We had 
planned no more than 20,000 copies - an intimidating 
number requiring us to source for RM200,000. 
 

 
 

It thrusted us to step out in faith in Jehovah Jireh.  So the 
“Satu Anak Satu Alkitab” (SASA) project was birthed. The 
goal was to place one copy of the AKK into the hands of 
each of the 400,000 Bahasa-speaking believing children in 
our nation. No child of God should be deprived of owning 
a copy. We priced it at RM5 per copy. It is heavily 
subsidized and requires millions of ringgit. And God does 
not disappoint. SASA became our flagship project. As of 
June 2019, God has enabled us to distribute 320,000 AKK.  
 
In late 2014, Randy and I met a student at a Bible School. 
He looked downcast. In his pocket was a reminder letter 
from the school to settle his outstanding 2013 and 2014 
fees. He was a mature student with 3 little children.           
I shared his predicament at a prayer meeting in my 
church. A sister was convicted by the Holy Spirit to 
support him through her Cell Group. 
 

 
 

This experience of connecting the needy to the sponsor, 
not only in financial support but also in mutually enriching 
prayers and fellowship, was very positive. So in 2015, we 
launched the Sikhem Initiative to provide a governance 
platform to bridge the two communities. The student is 
now pastoring a church in the interior of Sabah.  
 
As of June 2019, individuals, CGs and churches have or 
are supporting 60 Bible School students and 22 youth 
workers. Sikhem also helped fund a library, 4 mission trips 
for university students, 2 Iban evangelists and one trainer. 



  
 

Look out for our stories on the Titus 2:7 project of 2014 
where pastors, Bible School students and church leaders 
get the Study Bible (Alkitab Edisi Studi), or the Lapan 
Permata (8-year Sunday School curriculum) project of 
2016, or the digital platform (www.sabdaharian.com) of 
2017 or the Emmaus Initiative for final year Bible School 
students of 2018. 
 
He walks with us. And we look 
forward to more stories and 
adventures to tell in the 
future.  
 
To God be the glory! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sowing BM Christian Resources 
 

Satu Anak Kristian Satu Alkitab 
 

 
 

Back in 2011, based on the 2010 Population Census, we 
estimated that there were 470,000 Bahasa-speaking 
Christian children in Malaysia with no access to Bibles. 
While they were raised in Christian families and attended 
church regularly, many of them might not even have seen, 
held or read a Bible!   
 
This is where the Alkitab Kanak-Kanak plays a critical role. 
No Alkitab means no discipleship. Without discipleship, 
how can they stand firm in their faith? The challenge is 
especially acute in the wake of aggressive Islamisation, 
modernisation and massive demographic changes affecting 
indigenous Christians in profound ways. 
 
Launched in 2011, the “Satu Anak Satu Alkitab” (later 
renamed “Satu Anak Kristian Satu Alkitab”) Campaign has 
but one aim: to print and distribute thousands of Alkitab 
Kanak-Kanak to the interiors of Sabah and Sarawak. As of 
2018, Wawasan Penabur has printed 370,600 copies of 
Alkitab Kanak-Kanak, bringing God’s Word into the most 
remote places in East Malaysia. 
 

 
 
The harvest is plentiful and ripe. There is a great hunger for 
the Word of God among the Bahasa-speaking children and 
youths. We cannot let the famine of the Word persist 
because of our failure to make the Word of God available 
to the Bahasa-speaking population, especially the children.   
 

 
 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

AKK 15,105 54,895 59,023 51,206 41,953 32,890 41,778 26,190 6,324
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Bridging Christian Communities 
 

Long Busang Church Library Update 
 
The story of setting up a Church Library for Long Busang 
has moved a number of people to donate books and 
money for the project.  A total of RM 7,600 was collected 
enabling us to buy and send almost 2,000 books to Long 
Busang. 
 

   
 

The church library is also ready to receive the books and 
currently they are making some bookshelves to furnish 
the library.   
 

    
 

The extension room that will be used as community/church library 
 

   
Continue to pray for Long Busang. The dakwah groups are 
still very active in that area, but at least we know the 
children can access to Christian books in Bahasa (and 
English) from the church. 

 

 

http://www.sabdaharian.com/


   

Sowing BM Christian Resources 
 

Inisiatif TITUS 2:7 
 
TITUS is an acronym for “Tekuni Iman dan menjadi 
Teladan Untuk  Setia”, that is, being diligent in faith and 
setting a good example by being faithful. Based on Titus 
2:7, the purpose of this initiative is to import Alkitab Edisi 
Studi (AES) from Lembaga Alkitab Indonesia and make 
them available to Bahasa-speaking pastors, leaders and 
Bible School students, at a subsidised rate of RM50 (retail 
price is RM 250-300).  
 
The Alkitab Edisi Studi (Lembaga Alkitab Indonesia, 2010) 
is a full-colour Study Bible that has helpful study and 
devotional guides. It contains 2,120 pages and was 
designed to equip Bible students with background 
information, thought-provoking questions, cross 
references, and charts that summarize key information. 
There are more than 100 snippets on important people, 
places, religious concepts, and customs. The text 
commentary contains over 10,000 additional notes that 
will definitely help the Bahasa-speaking pastors in their 
role as teachers of God’s people.  
 

 

 
To date, we have distributed 
6,800 copies of the Study 
Bibles. It is our prayer that 
the Alkitab Edisi Studi will 
help our BM-speaking 
leaders and future leaders to 
grow, empowering them to 
shepherd those whom God 
has entrusted under their 
care (2 Tim. 3:16-17).  
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Bridging Christian Communities 
 

Emmaus Initiative 
 
Emmaus Initiative was launched in September 2018 to 
provide teaching and preaching materials for final year-
Bible School students.  This package includes Lapan 
Permata Sunday School materials, a set of OBOR Belia for 
Youth Ministry, a set of 18 Basic Christian Doctrines, a set 
of 29 Christian Counselling booklets, Eksposisi Khutbah 
(Expositional Preaching) and Pembacaan Alkitab Satu-
Dengan-Satu. Our sponsors made the RM 420 package 
available to the students at just RM50.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
As of January 2019, 152 final year students from 11 Bible 
Schools benefited from this initiative.  It has allowed 
them to be more effective pastors upon graduation. 
 

    
 
The Obor Belia books are particularly helpful for me to 
disciple the young people in my church.  The Basic 
Doctrine books are helpful in planning a systematic 
follow-up for young Christians.  Thank you for making the 
resources available to us.  

~ Nasnie Gumbali 
 

     
 

I am in my final year now and in a few months’ time 
(January 2020), I will be pastoring a church in the interior.  
The resource pack will help me in the Sunday School 
preparation, and I can foresee myself using the Obor Belia 
books to disciple the young people in my church.  We 
can’t thank you enough for making the resource pack at 
such low prices.  God bless. 

~ Kerlinah Malansin 
 
 

 
 

 

 2018 2019 

MIM, Lawas 27 32 

STP Buduk Aru 12 12 

STP Belaga 7 19 

STP Long Lama - 3 

MEC, Miri 22 19 

STS - 19 

PPT 23 22 

BTS 30 14 

MTS - 28 

BISOM 15 - 

STM 16 - 

TOTAL 152 168 

TOTAL 152 168 

 

 



 
 

Sowing BM Christian Resources 
 

Sabda Harian 
 

While Malaysia enjoys a reasonably high literacy rate.  
However, most youths spend their ‘reading time’ in a 
virtual environment. Rising household incomes, cheaper 
smartphones and a deluge of data plans for consumers to 
choose from result in a trifecta of factors that make it all 
too easy for a young person to pick up the smartphone 
and start reading off it as opposed to reading a book. 
Instagram, Twitter, and to a certain extent Facebook, 
keep the young people glued to their screens all day long. 
Most of them are also part of the Malaysian digital 
consumer landscape, spending an average of almost 14 
hours a day1 on digital devices, where 87 per cent of them 
are on the Internet. 
 
Deep in the interior, you will find that the indigenous 
youth have also jumped on the smartphone bandwagon. 
While the adults know all the optimal spots for hunting 
wild boar and other game, these youths are well versed 
with various pockets in the jungle that happen to receive 
a network signal from where they can get in touch with 
their friends via social media and binge on YouTube 
videos.  

 
 

At Wawasan Penabur, we see this as an opportunity to 
engage with the digital natives of today by launching 
Sabda Harian in December 2017. We have made our 
publications available in e-book format on 
sabdaharian.com.  In March 2018, we also conducted a 
Media Workshop to encourage and grow organic content 
creation in BM for Christians. Having fresh, home-grown 
content is essential in keeping the momentum going.  
 
Sabda Harian aims to be a central repository for articles, 
devotionals, e-books, apologetics, testimonies, 
discipleship materials and videos for BM-speaking 
Christians. It is our prayer that we continue to engage the 
young generation via a medium that is relevant to the 
times.  
 

 

 

Bridging Christian Communities 
 

Sikhem Initiative 
 

 
 

There is a saying in Malay, "Berat mata memandang, 
lebih berat bahu yang memikul." It translates, "Hard for 
the eyes that behold, harder still for the shoulders 
bearing the load." And these are the two realities we see 
in the Malaysian Church. One reality is that our Bahasa-
speaking brothers and sisters need help - lots of help. 
The other reality is that many non-Bahasa churches 
want to help, but they do not know how to. They see the 
heavy load on the shoulders of their Bahasa-speaking 
brethren and they want to lend their shoulders. Through 
the Sikhem Initiative that was launched on 24th 
September 2015, Wawasan Penabur hopes to bridge 
these two realities.  
 
Sikhem in the Alkitab (or Shechem in the English Bible) 
comes from the Hebrew word shékém, meaning 
"shoulder”, “back” or “saddle". Thus, Sikhem is an apt 
name for this initiative.  
 
In East Malaysia and in the Orang Asli Church, a growing 
number of brothers and sisters have the heart for God 
and His work but lack the necessary financial resources 
that will make them effective soldiers of Christ. Students 
in Bible Schools are hard-pressed to make ends meet 
and school fees, and their equally poor interior churches 
are unable to provide them with any financial support.  
 
Sikhem Initiative opens the door for you and I to be a 
part of God’s laborers in His field – as sowers, planters, 
and harvesters. We can help shoulder some of these 
needs. 
 
Since 2015, we have helped bridge donors with various 
needs, investing in the lives of 60 Bible School students, 
22 youth ministry workers, a couple of Iban evangelists, 
4 interior mission trips for university students, ad-hoc 
projects (such as the Shoes Project and School Bags 
Project) and helped fund 2 libraries (books for a Bible 
School library in Sabah, and a community library in the 
interior of Sarawak).  
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Board of Directors (Penabur): 
• Chow Chee Yan (Petaling Jaya Evangelical Free Church) 

• Roshan Thiran (Pusat Injil Kelana Jaya) 

• Randy Singkee (Sungai Way-Subang Methodist Church) 

• Rev Danil Raut (BEM Sarawak, Legacy Builder Ministry) 

 
Board of Advisors: 

• Rev Wong Fong Yang (Senior Pastor of City Discipleship 

Presbyterian Church) 
• Rev Datuk Jerry Dusing (President, SIB Sabah) 

• Lim Heng Seng (Lawyer, SIB KL) 

• Rev Jasme Dairis (President, SIB Semenanjung) 
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Sowing BM Christian Resources 
 

Singa Yehuda 
 

Singa Yehuda is a 130 page full-
coloured comic book based on 
the Gospel of Mark.  Through 
this illustrated Gospel of Mark, 
we want to draw the attention 
of the readers to believe and 
be sure that God’s Word is 
alive and working (Hebrews 
4:12) and that the Word of the 
Lord will live forever (1 Peter 
1:25).  God’s Word has the 
power to change the lives of 
children and adults alike! 

 
To distribute the books among the schools, colleges and 
universities, we have launched a campaign “Setiap Murid 
Kristian Adalah Murid Kristus” (Every Christian Student 
is Christ’s Disciple).   Since the Campaign was started in 
Dec 2017, we have distributed 98,106 copies to date. 
 

 
  

It is our prayers that this book will help us understand, 
remember and put into practice the teachings of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in our lives. Just as Jesus prayed to the 
Father, “Sanctify them through Your truth. Your Word is 
truth.” (John 17:17)   
 

 

23,123 

66,806 

8,177 

1

 -

 20,000

 40,000

 60,000

 80,000

2017 (Dec) 2018 2019 (Jan -Jun)

Distribution of Singa Yehuda (2017-2019)

How Can We Work Together? 

Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu Anak 

Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign”  
Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the 

house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the 

Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan 

Penabur team accountable to the Lord through 

faithful intercession and action. 

Make cheque payable to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd” 

Deposit cash/cheque into Maybank account: 5623 6663 2813 

* Please fax/send/email the bank-in-slip to us. 

Support “Sabda Harian Digital Project”  

Sponsor and support Bible School students or Full-      

time youth workers through “Sikhem Initiative”  
 

 

 

Address 

Name (or Company Name) Contact Person 

Here is my/our gift  _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.* 

I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd. 

Name : _________________________________________   Email: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Number(s):   ____________________(hse) ______________________ (off)  

                                 ____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax) 
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