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Seedtime, Harvest & Laborers
The durian season is just over. When we were in Lawas last month, durian was on
the lunch menu for the 250 participants of the BEM Pastors Conference! It is said
that the best durians in the country come from Bentong, which is also known as
"durian country".
As the harvest is plentiful, a durian farmer will tell you that if workers are short, they will
be facing some serious problems: either the „good neighbors‟ will harvest for them
without any permission, or the wild animals will have a feast. And many fruits will be
left to rot simply because there are not enough hands to do the harvesting.
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Such is the picture of the harvest field in East Malaysia. It is both seedtime and
harvest in East Malaysia. Sowing and harvesting includes more than just helping
people become Christians; it includes helping them to grow as God‟s disciples.
Ripening, but someone else is doing the harvest. We are either losing our young to
Islam, or to the world. It is like the parable of the sower in Matthew 13. Some hear
the Word but do not understand it, and the evil one snatches away what has been
sown in their hearts. Some hear the Word, receive it with joy, and yet have no root.
They fall away when tribulation or persecution arises. And many are led astray
because of the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches.
Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly
to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." (Matt. 9:37-38 ESV).
All of us are called to be God‟s co-laborers. Whether it is across the South China Sea
or from East to West Malaysia, we encounter brothers and sisters-in-Christ who have
a heart for God and His work, but lack the necessary resources to be effective
soldiers of Christ. Many aspire to be evangelists, pastors and God‟s field workers.
In God‟s field (1 Cor 3:6-9), Paul talks about helping a person become a Christian
and then helping them to grow. Some of us sow, some plant, some water the seed.
This takes many forms be it teaching or preaching, sharing the truth about Jesus or
helping the laborers financially. But the one who really does the planting and
watering is God because it is the Holy Spirit Who helps us to see our need for Jesus
and Who helps us grow spiritually.
“Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'? Look, I tell you,
lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest.” (John 4:35 ESV) Jesus'
point is simple. People are spiritually ready to have their sins forgiven by Him. Verses
36-38 have an important point that some Christians miss. Some may "sow spiritual
seed" but not harvest while others may harvest but not sow. It is exciting for
harvesters to see people discover their spiritual need and respond to God. But we
often forget about the sower. Jesus says the harvester enters into the work of the
sower. There will be many sowers who will be surprised when they reach heaven and
God reveals the wonderful results of their faithful sowing.
It is seedtime and harvest time in Malaysia. God wants to use us as a channel to
spread the gospel. God seeks men and women who desire to be involved in
sowing, watering, and harvesting. There are no special qualifications - only that you
believe Him and depend on Him with all your soul, mind, and will.

Sowing BM Christian Resources
Children’s Book: Jesus Loves Me This I Know
Can young children understand the gospel and come to a saving
knowledge of Christ? How do we explain the gospel to young
children in simple terms, including the concepts of sin,
repentance, salvation by faith and grace?
“Jesus Loves Me This I Know” is a little book that seeks to
explain the need to love and obey God right from the beginning,
letting the children know that Jesus is their friend. The book is
available in 3 languages – English, Bahasa Malaysia and Chinese.
The author of the book, Larry
Siah, says salvation is a process
for most children. Initially, a
child’s profession of faith may
just be a belief of the facts. He
may or may not be truly
convicted enough to be able to
make an independent decision
or resolve to change his heart
or behavior. As he grows in the
knowledge of the Lord,
however, his affection for Christ
increases, his sense of what is
right and wrong becomes
sharper, and his desire to obey
and do what is right grows.

BEM Sarawak Sunday School teachers & WP Book Table in Conferences

The Lord also opened new doors for us to bring in Christian
books to the various Christian hostels in Sabah. Hostels were
set up as part of the Church’s response for the needy students,
and to disciple them so that they are well grounded in the
Word. It is also part of the strategies to combat the Islamization
efforts among students staying in Government schools’ asrama.

Satu Anak Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign
Alkitab Kanak-Kanak is still very much in demand. We have
heard testimonies on how the book has blessed children. A
Sunday School teacher testified that she has to really study the
Word as children are now ‘checking’ on the Bible stories that
she tells in class! Alkitab Kanak-Kanak is also being used in the
ISCF meetings in Sarawak.

These books are published by Wawasan Penabur, and are
available at RM 4/copy. It can be an excellent gift this Christmas.

Inisiatif TITUS 2:7
We finally covered all the theological schools in East Malaysia,
the final one being MTS Malangkap in Kota Belud. We also
revisited PPT PCS in July 2015. A total of 544 lecturers and
students from 11 Bible Schools in Sabah and Sarawak have
received the Alkitab Edisi Studi since we started visiting all the
theological schools (mostly situated in the interior) last April
2014. Books were also brought in and made available to them at
very low price.

As always, we do not know where the books will land and who
will read them. Photos of children receiving Alkitab KanakKanak will be sent to us by various churches or individuals
through our “Satu Anak Kristian Satu Alkitab” Campaign. We
had a pleasant surprise when we went to the hinterland of
Lahad Datu last month. Pictures of the children of a Baptist
Church in the interior are in our video clip, having been sent to
us 2 years ago. Lo and behold, the children, now teenagers,
appeared before us!
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Maktab Teologi Sabah, Malangkap

Pusat Pendidikan Teologi (PPT), Kudat

In August and September, we spent 5 weeks in Sabah &
Sarawak for the SIB Sabah Leaders Conference in Kota Kinabalu;
and BEM Sarawak Pastors Conferences in Sarikei, Lawas and
Marudi. We praise and thank God for those who have
contributed to the Inisiatif TITUS 2:7, making the Alkitab Edisi
Studi available at RM 50 to Bahasa-speaking pastors, leaders
and Bible School students.
A total of 413 copies have been distributed to SIB Sabah, and
433 copies to BEM Sarawak pastors/leaders and 386 copies to
BEM Sarawak Sunday School teachers.

“This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed
27
on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up,
the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how.
28
All by itself the soil produces grain— first the stalk, then the head,
29
then the full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts
the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.” (Mark 4:26-29)

Bridging Christian Communities
Sikhem Initiative
There is a saying in Malay, "Berat mata memandang, lebih
berat bahu yang memikul." It translates, "It is hard for the eyes
to see, harder still for the shoulders carrying the load." And
these are the two realities we see in Wawasan Penabur. One
reality is that our Bahasa- speaking brothers and sisters need
help - lots of help. The other reality is that many non-Bahasa
churches want to help, but they do not know how to. They see
the heavy load on the shoulders of their Bahasa-speaking
brethren. They want to lend their shoulders to them. How can
these two realities be connected? Through the Sikhem
th
Initiative launched on 24 September 2015, Wawasan Penabur
hopes to bridge these two realities.
Sikhem as in Alkitab or Shechem in the English
Bible comes from the Hebrew word shékém,
which means "shoulder”, “back” or “saddle".
Thus, Sikhem is an apt name for this initiative.
Wawasan Penabur therefore hopes to lend our
shoulders to the much needed area on
discipleship - to help the discipler and those
being discipled, especially amongst the
youths.
Over in East Malaysia and in the Orang Asli
Church, a growing number of brothers and
sisters have the heart for God and His work,
but lack the necessary financial resources that
will make them effective soldiers of Christ. While we rejoice
that various ones respond to God’s call and enroll as students in
a Bible School, making ends meet is a daily challenge due to
their rural background. Many of them are hard-pressed to meet
school fees and their equally poor interior churches are unable
to provide them with any financial support.

Some of the guests at Wawasan Penabur’s Thanksgiving Dinner
(24-September 2015)

Some statistics on the dire needs of pastoral workers in a few
selected denominations (pastoral workers include pastors and
evangelists):
Denomination
SIB Sabah
BEM Sarawak
BCCM BM2
PCS3
1

Membership
120,000
130,0001
22,000
52,520

Congregations
550
703
90
327

Pastoral Workers
380
403
46
144

Children not included
Source: http: //www.bccm.org.my (Updated 2009)
3
Source: http://protestantchurchinsabah.org/ (2015 Synod Report).
Only 52 are salaried. The rest serve on a voluntary basis.
2

Young people, especially school, college and university
students, are the largest harvest field and Christian discipleship
is urgently needed. The harvest is ripe, but someone else is
doing the harvesting. We are either losing our children to the
aggressive Islamization efforts in schools, colleges, universities,
or to the world.
PEKDIS
(Pertubuhan
Kegiatan Dakwah Islamiah
Sekolah) is an NGO that
was started in 2005 with
the mission to encourage
their
members
to
propagate Islamic dakwah
activities in schools. As of
2010, the number of
Islamic Studies (Pendidikan
Islam) teachers (who are
members of PEKDIS) in the
entire country has touched
the 43,000 mark, and they predict it will reach 60,000 when all
available vacancies are filled in 2015.
Based on the 2014 statistics provided by the Ministry of
Education (http://www.moe.gov.my/en/home), there are a
total of 10,154 schools (7,760 primary and 2,395 secondary) in
Malaysia, with a student enrolment of 2,704,046 in primary and
2,220,679 in secondary schools. The total student population is
5,120,802.
Taking
the
pessimistic
estimate of 60,000 Islamic
Studies teachers deployed
nationwide as of this year, we
are looking at 6 teachers per
school throughout the country that are placed there specifically
to advance the cause of Islam. Now, how many Christian
teachers do we actually have stationed in our schools
nationwide? Will we be able to stem the tide that is coming if
our very own children and young people are not rooted in
God’s Word?
There are many who want to respond to the call from Lord of
the Harvest, but taking the step to be a full-time worker in any
ministry often calls for a huge leap of faith, as bread and butter
issues tend to be on top of the minds of many. In fact, many
workers discipling secondary and varsity students require extra
resources to release them to do their work more effectively.
We can help shoulder some of these needs. Sikhem Initiative
opens up the door for you and me to be part of God’s laborers
in His field – as sowers, planters, and harvesters. We pray that
this strategic move will ensure that the next generation of
Christians in Malaysia will have strong grounding in God’s Word
and His ways, so that they may be His instruments in bringing
life-giving water to a world of thirsty souls.

Wawasan Penabur’s Governance Model
“I stop supporting God’s workers because they only write to me
when they need support. There is no news of how and what
are they doing for the whole year. And I am not sure if they are
using the money for a good purpose”. “For years we didn’t
receive any news from them, but we still faithfully support and
believe in what they are doing.” We hear comments like these
many times. And we recognize that both givers and receivers
have to communicate with one another.
Through Wawasan Penabur’s Sikhem Initiative, we hope to
serve as a bridge between the sponsors and recipients across
denominations and languages. In our accountability and
governance model, we attempt to ensure that everyone (the
sending community, the school, organization or church,
sponsors and recipients) play their role in maintaining
communication and relationship.
You Need to Plant a Seed to Have a Harvest
The model should go beyond just giving and
receiving money.
Take Bible School
students for example: a 70-30% support
arrangement with the sending community
or church seems a workable plan. Whilst it
is a fact that the sending community or
church cannot afford to raise a full scholarship for the student,
they should at least aim to raise 30% of the support, thus
encourage a sense of ownership for the community towards
their future pastor.
Sponsor(s) will support up to 70% of
the cost, and they are encouraged to
pray, send messages, and even visit
those under their sponsorship. The
school plays an important role in
student selection and recommendation. They are to submit the student’s
academic report at the end of every
semester.
On the other hand, the recipients are to report to the sponsors
at least once in every quarter, and pray for their sponsors.
Wawasan Penabur will work closely with all parties involved in
the selection of students, the linking up of sponsors and
recipients, and the disbursing of scholarship payments to the
Bible School. We will ensure that communication is ongoing,
and the reports are submitted to the sponsors.

You Get What You Plant
You cannot have a garden without planting even a single seed.
And you cannot expect a crop without planting seeds. We have
to educate the recipients to be accountable for whatever they
receive from the donors. They cannot expect a continuous
support if they do not learn to be thankful and express their
gratitude to their donors. Their mindsets need to be changed.
It is not their “right” to receive support from the sowers
without a sense of thankfulness.
At the same time, donors must be
Word-minded people. In the
Kingdom of God, the seed that we
are planting is the Word. It is their
right to receive reports and stop
their funding if the recipient shows
no sign of communicating. But it is also their duty to pray for
the seed to fall on good soil, so that those who hear the Word
will understand it, and they bear fruit and yield - some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Seeds do grow, mature
and multiply.
10

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food
will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge
11
the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in
every way so that you can be generous on every occasion,
and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
12
This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs
of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions
13
of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have
proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that
accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your
generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.
14
And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you,
because of the surpassing grace God has given you.
(2 Cor 9:10-14)

The Sower & The Laborer
(1) Minggol Bin Lobok
Prior to my enrolment in Pusat
PendidikanTeologi (PPT) PCS, I was
serving as a part- time pastor in
Luntuk and Gailun, Pitas. A part- time
pastor draws no salary and works
solely on a voluntarily basis. I sensed
the need to be theologically trained
due to the many needs faced by the
congregation, and I personally want to
know the Lord more.
In the
beginning, I had to work part-time
outside of the School in order to
support my family’s daily expenses as well as my children’s
schooling needs.
From the odd jobs, I was earning
RM200/month, barely enough for my family. But we have
learned to be thrifty.
Now I am getting a scholarship of RM400/month, in which part
of it is for the tuition fees, and the rest would be for my family’s
daily expenses. More often than not, I have to supplement our
income by working outside, but I am thankful for our sponsors
through Wawasan Penabur who have helped lighten our
burden. I am graduating this year, and open to serve wherever
the PCS HQ posts me to.

(2) Charles Pius
I am the eldest among five children, and
grew up in a Christian family. Both my
parents are full-time servants of the
Lord, as evangelist and leader in my
home church. Personally, it has never
crossed my mind to be a pastor or to
attend Bible school, but in 2011, the
Lord moved my heart to enroll in Pusat
Latihan Pemuridan Asas, Tagaroh (PLPA),
a short term discipleship school under a
Kawasan in SIB Sabah. Three months in
the School, I received an offer letter to pursue my tertiary
education in a University in Sarawak. After a week of wrestling,
I realised that I would regret it for the rest of my life if I left
PLPA, especially, after seeing how the Lord had kept me close to
Him all this while. Hence, I decided to further my studies at
Maktab Teologi Sabah (MTS) instead.
I walked in faith believing that the Lord will provide all my
needs if He has called me. For the first 2 years, I survived on
one meal a day, and did a lot of odd jobs in order to save and
pay my tuition fees. One day I came across an address and
phone number on a box full of Wawasan Penabur publications.
I decided to write and share my concern. They responded and
praise the Lord that through them, I received a scholarship from
a Cell Group in PJEFC in 2014, which gave me a renewed sense
of encouragement and thankfulness to Him. I keep the channel
of communication open with my sponsors, though my emails
need to be translated to English and their emails to Bahasa by
Wawasan Penabur. I am thankful to God and to my sponsors.
I am now in my final year, and will graduate in a few months. As
I have committed myself to be used by God wherever He wants
me to be, I covet your prayers so I can be a faithful servant of
God.

REJOICE & GIVE THANKS with us for:
1. God’s favor in opening doors and for opportunities to
partner with different churches, groups and denominations
in various places.
2. God’s provisions and enabling in Wawasan Penabur’s
ministry.
3. You… our ministry partners and Rakan Penabur.
PRAY with us for:
1.
2.
3.
4.

God’s covering over the ministry.
Divine protection over us and our families
Journey mercies in all our travelling.
Wisdom and God’s clear direction in making decisions
about ministry opportunities.
5. Forthcoming trips/speaking engagements:
October

November

December

17-18

Living Waters Presbyterian Church,
Muar

24-25

Gereja El-Shaddai, Butterworth

6-7

SIB Semenanjung Leaders Meeting

15

Varsity Gospel Centre, PJ

18-20

Wawasan Penabur Board Planning

Please contact us if your church would like us to share
about opportunities and challenges faced by BM-speaking
churches. God bless you.

How Can We Work Together?
Help raise awareness and funds. I believe this
ministry has long-term potential. I desire to play an active
role in engaging hearts and minds, so that others will also
commit to strengthening the BM Church – through
energy, funds and prayer.
Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu Anak
Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign” for Orang Asli, Sabah
and Sarawak children.
Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Inisiatif
TITUS 2:7” for Orang Asli, Sabah and Sarawak BM-speaking
pastors, leaders and Bible School students.

Get involved in writing/translation projects. I
would like to join and contribute to a network of
Christian writers, translators and publishers focused
on developing BM resources.
Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the
house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the
Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan
Penabur team accountable to the Lord through
faithful intercession and action.
Sponsor and support Interior Bible School students or
Full-time workers through “Sikhem Initiative”

I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd.
Here is my/our gift _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.*
Name : _________________________________________ Email: _____________________________
Name (or___________________________________________________________________________
Company Name)
Contact Person
Address:
Contact
AddressNumber(s): ____________________(hse) ______________________ (off)
____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax)

Cheque: issue to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd”
Bank-in : Public Bank account: 3127674507 or Maybank account: 5623 6663 2813
* Please fax/send/email the bank-in-slip to us.

