
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Selamat Hari Malaysia 2020 
 

 
“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.” 

 (Proverbs 14:34, ESV) 
  
It is Hari Merdeka and Hari Malaysia in the new normal. No parade, no huge gatherings, 
and yet with a heart of gratitude, we celebrate the diversity of our beloved Malaysia -- a 
multi-ethnic, multi-cultural and multi-religious country.    
 
But how “merdeka” are we?  We are thankful for the relative peace and harmony in the 
midst of a dramatic change of government, and the economic challenges of a 
pandemic-caused MCO. And yet, just before Hari Merdeka, an East Coast MP makes a 
stir and refuses to apologize to Christians after claiming that the Christian Bible has been 
“manipulated” or “corrupted.”  He was quoted saying, “Christians should not, and have 
no right to be offended. What I said was not an accusation, but a fact.”  
 
It was also at the beginning of the MCO that we became familiar with the word “tabligh”.  
Jemaat Tablighi is an Islamic dakwah movement which has been mushrooming, looking 
especially at Sabah and Sarawak as their mission field since the last decade. Churches 
in East Malaysia are now very aware of their dakwah activities.  That should spur the 
Church to see the urgency to educate and disciple their young people to deepen and 
to defend their faith.  Disputing the claims of the Trinity, the infallibility of the Bible, and the 
deity of Christ are part of the training in the study of comparative religions in tabligh 
schools.   
 
How should we respond? When others make false allegations against us for whatever 
motives (fear, hatred, intimidation), let us not react negatively. Through our actions, we 
can instead be the beacon of light for others to see Christ in us. As Christians, we are 
called to build bridges, not walls. Our faith is not confined to just praying and doing good 
deeds. We are challenged to be peacemakers -- be it in politics, race relations, 
economic crises, or other social challenges. We want to contribute to nation-building 
and the common good of society.  The decisions and choices we make as Christians 
every day must reflect our continuous commitment towards Malaysia. We want to be a 
blessing to our country.   
 
We are all in the same boat, journeying with Malaysians of every race and religion, 
facing common challenges. Let us cast our oars in the same direction and continue to 
plant the seeds of unity, peace, and reconciliation and build our nation and its people. 
This is how we bring real meaning to “merdeka” and what it means to be Malaysians. 
“So, if the Son sets you free, you will be “merdeka” indeed.” (John 8:36, ESV) 

A Newsletter Linking Bahasa Churches and Ministry Workers in Malaysia 

 



  

Bridging Christian Communities 
 

Census, Census, Census… 
 

The Malaysian Population and Housing Census 2020 
has been collecting data online since July. The second 
phase (October 7-14) will be conducted from house to 
house, and Census 2020 will then be ready for the 
public by June 2021. What do we expect to see from 
the latest census?  The current live Malaysia Population 
Clock (https://countrymeters.info/en/Malaysia) shows 
that we have a population of 32,814,888  as of 15 
September 2020, and this is projected to increase by 
491,541 and reach 32,957,948 in the beginning of 
2021. 
 

 
 

The Christian population is expected to rise from 9.2% 
(2.61 million) to 9.4% (3.08 million). In the 2010 
Census, out of the  2,617,159 professing to be 
Christians, 1,549,193 were Bumiputera, 706,479 were 
Chinese, 114,281 were Indians, 22,871 were “others” 
and 224,336 were non-citizens. In the 2020 Census, we 
can expect more Bumiputera Christians than other 
races, due to their higher birth rate.  More than 75% of 
the total Christian population (Bumiputera and non-
Bumiputera) are found in East Malaysia. Notably, 
Bahasa-speaking Christians are the majority (estimated 
70%) and growing in both East and West Malaysia.  The 
Bahasa-speaking churches in Semenanjung have grown 
tremendously in the last few years as more and more 
East Malaysian Christians are working, studying and 
residing in West Malaysia.  
 

Table 1: Religion in Malaysia, 2020 
 

Religion Number of followers 
% of total 

population 

Islam 20,902,424 63.7 % 

Buddhism 5,808,052 17.7 % 

Christianity 3,084,502 9.4 % 

Hinduism 1,968,831 6.0 % 

Folk or traditional 
religions 

754,719 2.3 % 

Religiously Unaffiliated 229,697 0.7 % 

Others 65,628 0.2 % 
 

Source: “The Global Religious Landscape” by Pew Research Center 
Number of followers estimated by Countrymeters  
(Wednesday, 16 September 2020) 

 

 
   

 

As of the beginning of 2020, it is estimated that the 
Malaysian population has the following age 
distribution, with 65.4% from the 15-64 of age: 
 

Diagram 1: Malaysian Age Structure 

29.6% 65.4% 5% 

  9,613,303 under 15 (4,943,660 M / 4,669,643 F) 

  21,238,874 between 15-64 (10,781,120 M/ 10,457,430 F) 

  1,614,554 above 64+ (760,039 M / 854,191 F) 

 

 
 

So, what is the significance of this? The reality should 
hit the Malaysian Church hard. For most church 
pastors (especially in English-speaking churches), 
retirement is just around the corner.   The late 1970s 
and the 1980s was a golden age for the Church in 
Malaysia as many university students came to know 
the Lord. Many of the leaders in our churches today 
come from this pool of students. Out of this gospel-
centered student movement came many young 
pastors who eventually became the leaders of our 
churches. However, looking at the age graphs, 
English-speaking churches are an ageing church. 
 

Diagram 2: The Overall Age Groups of the  
                     Malaysian Church (by Language) 

 
 

The future of the Malaysian Church lies in the 
Bahasa-speaking and Chinese-speaking Christians, 
where more than 60% are below 40 years old! That 
should be alarming news for the Malaysian Church, 
especially the English-speaking Church. It should be a 
wake-up call! When the average age of our church 
leaders is in their 60s, it is an urgent sign that the 
Church needs to develop young leaders. 
 

 

https://countrymeters.info/en/Malaysia


 

 

 

  

Are we investing enough in the Bahasa-speaking young 
people? A quick glance at all the Bible Schools in 
Malaysia tells us that we are producing about 120 
theologically trained students every year, most of them 
below 27 years old.  About half of them will serve as 
pastors or leaders in the local church.  But a significant 
number of these young pastors will drop out from 
service within the first few years of serving in the 
interior.  
 

  
 
In the New Testament, church leaders are those who 
exhibit the character of a Christian and are able to 
teach others (1 Tim 3 and Titus 1). The calling to be a 
leader is a calling to be a servant, a servant to Christ 
and His church.  In Titus we are told that it is not 
merely teaching or holding the attention of a 
congregation, but the ability to teach and correct with 
sound doctrine (1:9). Sadly, we have too few leaders in 
our churches who are equipped with the ability to 
teach and correct with sound doctrine. 
 

  
 

   
 
What is your church’s plan for identifying and 
equipping leaders of every generation? What is your 
church doing to develop the best pool of potential 
leaders in every age group? What is your church doing 
to produce leaders who are able to teach and correct 
with sound doctrine?  

 

Sowing BM Christian Resources 
 

Generous Giving in Difficult Times 
 
In the midst of the MCO, a lot of our East Malaysian 
brothers and sisters who are serving the Lord full-
time are affected.  Yet it is during these tough times 
that Wawasan Penabur receives a number of 
requests offering to support full-time pastors, 
ministry workers, Bible School students, and the Satu 
Anak Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign. 
 
Just like Paul’s collection for the poor in the Church 
at Jerusalem, we want to take this opportunity to 
give thanks to the Lord for all the giving that we 
received to assist our brothers and sisters in East 
Malaysia. 
 
One-Time Giving for Ministry Workers 
At the end of April, we received a gift of RM 9,500 to 
support 19 full-time ministry workers.  Another 
church gave RM 9,100 to help 7 full-time university 
students and youth workers. We also received RM 
13,800 to help 6 workers who were in dire straits 
when their supporters had to stop sending support 
as they themselves were affected by the pandemic.  
 

  
 
   

One-Time Giving for Interior Pastors 
A total of RM 18,000 was given by 3 sisters-in-Christ 
to help 25 interior pastors in July and August.  At 
least 5 of these pastors used the money to help their 
congregation who were in great need.  The pastors 
gave very encouraging reports on how the financial 
gifts had helped them to help others. 
  

   
Pr. Paul serves among the Dusun Bonggi in Banggi Island, Sabah. One of 
the most challenging places due to extreme poverty and environment. 

 

Bible School Students 
Through the Sikhem Initiative, 22 new Bible School 
students received sponsorship, bringing the total of 
sponsored students to 32. This helps the Bible 
Schools in their operational expenses, too.  We 
praise God that many of the  sponsors  see  the  need  
 



  

to help raise a new generation of Bahasa-speaking 
pastors as there is a dire need to have more pastors 
in the interior. 
 

   

     
Bible school students studying during the CMCO and RMCO 

 
Church Library in Long Busang 
The library in Long Busang, a project initiated in the 
later part of 2019, is now ready for the Kenyah and 
Penan students, numbering about 200.  We sent 
some 1,800 books last year for this project.  Many 
donated children’s books (in Bahasa and English) as 
well as cash (RM 5,900) for us to buy new books for 
this project.  
 

  

   
 

Satu Anak Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign 
A lot of the giving from churches and individuals was 
channeled towards this campaign, making it possible 
for: 
1. 10,000 copies of Alkitab Kanak-Kanak and 

10,000 copies of Singa Yehuda to be given to 
Scripture Union Sarawak to distribute to the 
ISCF in Sarawak. 

2. 8,000 copies of Alkitab Kanak-Kanak and 8,000 
copies of Singa Yehuda to be given to Kuching, 
Miri, Bintulu and Sibu for distribution in the 
interior of Sarawak via “Bless Sarawak 
Campaign”. 
 

  

3. 5,000 copies of Alkitab Kanak-Kanak and 1,500 
copies of Singa Yehuda to be given to Sarawak 
through “Lighting Sarawak with the Gospel” 
campaign. 

4. 2,500 copies of Alkitab Kanak-Kanak and 2,500 
copies of Singa Yehuda to be distributed via the 
headmasters of the interior schools in the 
northern region of Sarawak.  Some of these 
schools are situated near the border of Indonesia 
and this is the first time the children are receiving 
the Alkitab Kanak-Kanak. 
 

   
 

  
 

   
 

   
 

And so we give thanks to God for all the donors and 
supporters, for without your giving, we will never 
dream of reaching the interior of East Malaysia with 
the Gospel.  To God be the glory! 
 
As it is written, “He has distributed freely, he has given to 
the poor; his righteousness endures forever. He who 
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply 
and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest 
of your righteousness.  You will be enriched in every way to 
be generous in every way, which through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service is not 
only supplying the needs of the saints but is also 
overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. By their 
approval of this service, they will glorify God because of 
your submission flowing from your confession of the gospel 
of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them 
and for all others, while they long for you and pray for you, 
because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. Thanks 
be to God for his inexpressible gift!” (2 Cor. 9:9-15, ESV) 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Can We Work Together? 

Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu Anak 

Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign”  
Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the 

house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the 

Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan 

Penabur team accountable to the Lord through 

faithful intercession and action. 

Make cheque payable to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd” 

Deposit cash/cheque into Maybank account: 5623 6663 2813 

* Please fax/send/email the bank-in-slip to us. 

 

 

 
 

Board of Directors (Penabur): 
• Chow Chee Yan (Petaling Jaya Evangelical Free Church) 

• Roshan Thiran (Pusat Injil Kelana Jaya) 

• Randy Singkee (Sungai Way-Subang Methodist Church) 

• Rev Danil Raut (BEM Sarawak, Legacy Builder Ministry) 

 
Board of Advisors: 

• Rev Wong Fong Yang (Senior Pastor of City Discipleship 

Presbyterian Church) 
• Rev Datuk Jerry Dusing (President, SIB Sabah) 

• Lim Heng Seng (Lawyer, SIB KL) 

• Rev Jasme Dairis (President, SIB Semenanjung) 
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Support “Sabda Harian Digital Project”  

Sponsor and support Bible School students or Full-      

time youth workers through “Sikhem Initiative”  
 

 

 

Emmaus Initiative 2020 
 

 
 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, some Bible Schools 
are delaying the graduation ceremony for their final 
year students. Nonetheless, we are giving out 120 
sets of Emmaus Initiative pack to all the graduating 
students from 8 Bible Schools in Sabah and Sarawak 
as resources when they start serving next year. 
  
 

 
 

Satu Anak Kristian Satu Alkitab 
 

We thank God for the donors (individuals and 
churches) who made 25,500 Alkitab Kanak-Kanak 
and 22,000 Singa Yehuda (worth RM 316,500) 
available for distribution in Sarawak this year. The 
pandemic did not stop the Word of God to spread 
to His precious children in the interior. 

 

 

Address 

Name (or Company Name) Contact Person 

Here is my/our gift  _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.* 

I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd. 

Name : _________________________________________   Email: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Number(s):   ____________________(hse) ______________________ (off)  

                                 ____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax) 

http://sabdaharian.com/

