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Selamat Hari Malaysia
“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people”
(Proverbs 14:34, NRSV)
Last week, an exchange of arguments happened in our whatsapp group
concerning school children (as young as Primary School) knowing more about
the negative current state of affairs of this country than her positive glorious
past. And now we have the Sabah Water Department making headlines with
MACC’s biggest graft seizure– RM 114 million in cash and kind!
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A friend lamented, “Where is righteousness in the land?” Has it fallen by the
wayside in our judicial system? Surely not! There are those in our judiciary who
heed God’s rule and desires for this blessed nation. But, based on some of the
liberties that have been taken in moral and spiritual matters, it would seem
that righteousness has indeed fallen by the wayside
As we celebrated our 43rd Malaysia Day with a 40-Day Fast and Prayer that
ended on 16th September 2016, we know that God hears us when we pray,
and when we seek His will on earth as it is in heaven. Heaven clearly calls for
righteousness in the land. Whenever there is a conflict of what man wants and
what God’s intention is, we must beseech God on behalf of our nation. We
must know that the heavenly court is in session and that nothing takes God by
surprise. He sees all and knows all.
We have seen God’s divine intervention time and again. His timing is perfect,
and so we must not let down our guard; we are the watchmen on the wall.
Every Christian needs to become a prayer warrior for our beloved country in
this time and season. How can we in our lack of watchfulness allow the
enemy to come in and take over our nation? And so we must fight; we know
that we are on the battlefield - we are soldiers in God’s army. We are also like
lawyers pleading the case before the Great Judge in heaven, saying, “Hear
our cry, O Lord. Let there be righteousness in all the seven mountains of
societal influence - religion, family, education, government, media, arts and
entertainment, and business.”
God holds believers in a nation responsible for the wellbeing of a nation!
Notice the oft- quoted verse from 2 Chronicles 7:14, “If My people who are
called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin and heal their land.” As is the Church, so is the Nation!
The real battles that we face are spiritual battles with spiritual forces. And the
only way to win is on our knees. God bless our beautiful Malaysia!

Bridging Christian Communities
A Light in a Squatter Area

Doris sees the need of having a church and hence, she
opens up the Sunday Service not only for the children but
for the parents as well.

The Alkitab Kanak Kanak (AKK) made its way not only deep
into the interior of Sarawak but also to a squatter area in
Samalajau, an emerging industrial town located only a few
kilometers away from Bintulu, Sarawak.

With help from the Shalom Baptist Church, Doris now has
a team of 2 Sunday School teachers to assist her at
Kampung Pisang. Teachers from the Anglican Church also
come in every other week to assist.

With an escalating concern for the welfare of the children at
a squatter area called Kampung Pisang, Doris Umbat kickstarted the efforts of reaching out to the community. When
she hit a wall, she transplanted herself among the squatters
in order to run a Sunday School. Doris earns her living as a
school van driver and has a deep love for the children at
Kampung Pisang.

Be it squatters or rural villages, AKK has been a significant
source of knowledge of God for both adults and children.
As most of the older generation is illiterate, they come to
know the Bible through their children who can read for
them.

The children at Kampung Pisang have never had any
experience attending Sunday School, let alone attending
church services, as the vast majority of the squatters at
Kampung Pisang are pagan. Doris’ first Sunday School class
was held on 9th April 2016 at pondok Ibu Timothy, a
generous Iban lady who let her little hut be utilized as a
classroom. Twenty seven children attended that very first
class.
Cornelius, Doris’ friend from
Shalom Baptist Church, had in his
possession a few copies of
Alkitab Kanak Kanak. All copies
were given to the first 27
students, the first Bible they ever
held in their hands.
God’s wonderful work at
Kampung Pisang is advancing.
Doris witnesses an increasing
number of students every
Sunday. As of today, she has 49
children coming regularly to Ibu
Timothy’s hut. Sadly, not all of
them have the copy of AKK in
hand and they have to share.

Doris in her
traditional outfit

The parents started to develop a
keen interest. Some of them
come to Ibu Timothy’s hut on
Sundays to accompany their
children and also to get
themselves involved in the
simple Sunday Service.

Doris is still actively getting all the children together and
she knows that she is going to need a larger classroom as
Ibu Timothy’s hut is too small. She hopes that each
student can have his very own copy of AKK and that her
team of Sunday School teachers can be equipped with
appropriate skillsets and knowledge.
He called a little child to him, and placed the child among
them. And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change
and become like little children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly
position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven. And whoever welcomes one such child in my
name welcomes me” (Matthew 18:2-5. NIV)
But a few weeks ago, a
thunderstorm destroyed a
major part of Ibu Timothy’s hut.
Sunday school was interrupted
for a while, and repairing work
is in progress.
If you or your church would like
to lend Doris a hand or
encourage her, she can be
reached at +60198778195

Bridging Christian Communities
Empowering the Sunday School Teachers
“For wisdom is more precious than rubies, and nothing
you desire can compare with her.” (Prov 8:11)
Our Sunday School material, Lapan Permata, has been
published in stages. In most rural churches where the
numbers of children are few, classes are generally divided
into 3 age groups : Kindergarten (age 4-6), Junior (Primary
1-3) and Senior (Primary 4-6). Hence, we started with the
First Year curriculum beginning with Permata 1 for
Kindergarten Classes, Permata 3 for Junior Classes (Primary
1-3), and Permata 6 for Senior Classes (Primary 4-6).
By the end of this year, the Second Year curriculum
(Permata 2, 4 and 7), together with 2 Teachers’ Handbooks
will be ready. And by February 2017, the Third Year
curriculum (Permata 5 and 8) will complete the whole Lapan
Permata Curriculum.
Wawasan Penabur is partnering with Sun Focus Foundation
to train Children Ministry workers and Sunday School
teachers in the Bahasa-speaking churches, with Sun Focus
Malaysia handling the training.
The Protestant Church in Sabah (PCS) was the first church
that conducted this training. Sixty teachers enrolled in the
Children Ministry Foundation Course (Kursus Dasar
Pelengkapan PKK) on 11th-13th March 2016.

It is interesting to know that the PCS Sunday School
teachers have been holding in-house courses upon
returning to their respective districts. Reports received
through group-chat indicate that this in-house training
has produced about 120 new Sunday School teachers. It is
very uplifting to see the enthusiasm of the teachers and
their zeal to immediately impart what they have learned
to raise up more teachers. As a follow-up to this new
development, teaching notes are being printed for the
participants to aid them in their training of new teachers.
We are also considering fund raising to provide these new
teachers with a set of Lapan Permata.

Kursus Dasar Pelengkapan PKK, PCS

A second training took place from 13th-15th May and the
third was held on 3rd-5th September. Consisting of three
modules, the training calls for a one-year commitment by
the teachers. The sixty participants were representatives of
the nineteen “parokhi” or parishes. Each parokhi may
consist of twenty to forty churches. The training modules
aim to impart skills in teaching Bible stories to children.
Children workers & Sunday School teachers @ Limbuak Darat,
Pulau Banggi, Sabah

The second Lapan Permata training was held on 15th –
17th April for the churches in Pulau Banggi, Sabah. Twelve
young teachers from different parts of the island
attended the training. The training focuses on providing
resources and preparing the teachers to be able to teach
Sunday School lessons to children confidently when they
go back to their respective villages. The teachers who
have previously been using the Bahasa Indonesia version
(Suara Sekolah Minggu) find the Bahasa Malaysia version
(Lapan Permata) easier to follow.

SIB Semenanjung conducted the Sijil Pelayanan KanakKanak training on 22nd-23rd April and 17th-18th June. A
total of eighty two teachers from twenty six SIB Bahasaspeaking churches attended the course, coming from as
far as Alor Setar in the north to Johor Bahru in the south.

Lapan Permata also found its way to Tawaiyari, Lahad
Datu. 15 teachers attended the Sijil Pelayanan KanakKanak which was held on 24th-25th June 2016. In Lahad
Datu, the training was assisted by some teachers who
have attended the training before.

Participants from the various training sessions provided
very encouraging feedback. The material is easy to
understand as the context and language are closer to the
people. The teachers especially appreciated the visual
aids as they help in captivating the children’s attention. It
is noteworthy that Lapan Permata in providing the
biblical background of the lessons, help in the spiritual
growth of the teachers themselves. As part of the
learning process, teachers are required to record their
development of the lessons as well as journal their
personal reflections.
For more information on Lapan Permata training,
please contact Pr. Wong Kim Ting at 012-5422413 or
unclekimting@yahoo.com

Inisiatif TITUS 2:7
Alkitab Edisi Studi
Whether you are a pastor, a Bible School student, a cell
group leader, a school teacher, or a university student,
if you have a longing to study God’s Word, Wawasan
Penabur is offering you the Alkitab Edisi Studi at a
special price of RM 60. This is inclusive of postage
within Malaysia, on a first-come-first-serve basis for the
current stock of 300 copies.

Sowing BM Christian Resources

Sowing BM Christian Resources

Siri Kupasan Alkitab

Siri Menjelajah Alkitab

"Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace,
which can build you up and give you an inheritance
among all those who are sanctified." (Acts 20:32, NIV)
For many, to say "it is God who builds the church" is
probably merely to state the obvious. Perhaps, less
obvious is how God has chosen to build his church through "the word of his grace."
Our Lord can and has employed many means to build his
church: visionary leaders, caring communities, inspiring
praise and worship, vibrant children programs,
intentional social outreach ... just to name a few. But the
Lord has made one thing clear- the word of his grace will
always remain central and foundational in his church. To
replace it with something else is to build a house on sand
(Matthew 7:26)!
In line with this conviction, Wawasan Penabur is
partnering with KVBC Trust and TGC International to
introduce a new series of resources in Bahasa Malaysia
entitled "Siri Kupasan Alkitab". The various titles in this
series aim to do one or more of the following: 1)
encouraging confidence and dependence on the Word 2)
enabling a clearer grasp on how all Scripture bears
witness to Jesus Christ 3) enabling fellow-workers to be
better equipped in rightly handling the Word of truth.

Wawasan Penabur published the
third book in the Siri Menjelajah
Alkitab, Roma. The other 2 books
published earlier are Lukas and
Kisah Rasul-Rasul. This is our
“Commentaries Made Simple”
series with verse by verse
exposition of the text, followed by
some questions for personal
reflection. The author of the book
(and series) is Ms Goh Kim Guat.
The book of Romans is regarded by most scholars as one
of the greatest Christian writings. It has impacted many
key figures throughout the history of the Christian church.
Augustine of Hippo, one of the greatest theologians and
early church fathers of the fifth century, was converted
through reading a passage from this letter. Eleven
centuries later, Martin Luther, the main figure responsible
for the Protestant Reformation, had his life changed
when he encountered what Paul wrote in Romans.
Similarly, the turning point in the life of John Wesley, the
founder of Methodism, came when he heard the reading
of Luther’s preface to the book of Romans.
This book is highly recommended for both personal
devotion and small group Bible Study material.

Two books have been published and launched last 25th of
July in conjunction with KVBC Bible Conference at PJEFC:

Cerita Alkitab dalam 16 Ayat
In order to understand our Bible, we
need to understand the big story of
God’s redemptive plan. This book
focuses on sixteen key texts to provide
a clear outline of this big story. It is
ideal for one-on-one discipleship, as
well as for more formal teaching.

Mengenal Allah Melalui Firman-Nya
The Bible stands at the heart of the
Christian faith, but what do we really
believe about it? Can we trust the
Bible completely? Is it sufficient for
our complicated lives? Can we really
know what it teaches, or are we just
caught up in our own interpretation
of it? Mengenali Allah Melalui
Firman-Nya is a translation of Kevin
DeYoung’s new book Taking God at His Word. It is
consider as one of the best books on the doctrine of
Scripture that virtually any church member can read and
understand it.

Also available - the other 2 books in this series:
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Pray for one of our 2017 Projects:
Yesus Mesias
Our Lord Jesus' action packed ministry on earth is
presented in comic form for wide distribution amongst the
youth. It will include some apologetics material and
modern day application for some of Jesus’ parables. We
plan to distribute 20,000 copies. Please pray for this
publication to materialize.

How Can We Work Together?
Help raise awareness and funds. I believe this
ministry has long-term potential. I desire to play an active
role in engaging hearts and minds, so that others will also
commit to strengthening the BM Church – through
energy, funds and prayer.
Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu Anak
Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign” for Orang Asli, Sabah
and Sarawak children.
Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Inisiatif
TITUS 2:7” for Orang Asli, Sabah and Sarawak BM-speaking
pastors, leaders and Bible School students.
Support Wawasan Penabur’s “Lapan Permata Project”
in providing teaching materials for the Children Ministry
workers, Sunday School and Kindergarten teachers.

Get involved in writing/translation projects. I
would like to join and contribute to a network of
Christian writers, translators and publishers focused
on developing BM resources.
Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the
house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the
Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan
Penabur team accountable to the Lord through
faithful intercession and action.
Sponsor and support Bible School students or Full-time
youth workers through “Sikhem Initiative”
Support Wawasan Penabur’s “Yesus Mesias Project”
to print and distribute Gospel & Apologetics Comics to
the youths

I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd.
Here is my/our gift _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.*
Name : _________________________________________ Email: _____________________________
Name (or___________________________________________________________________________
Company Name)
Contact Person
Address:
Contact
AddressNumber(s): ____________________(hse) ______________________ (off)
____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax)

Cheque: issue to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd”
Bank-in : Public Bank account: 3127674507 or Maybank account: 5623 6663 2813
* Please fax/send/email the bank-in-slip to us.

