
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

                          Memento Mori, Memento Christi 

 
Life is short and uncertain. “What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little 
while and then vanishes” (James 4:14b NIV). Moses said to the Lord in Psalm 90:5-6, 
“You sweep men away in the sleep of death; they are like the new grass of the 
morning - though in the morning it springs up new, by evening it is dry and withered.” 
It is sometimes said that nothing is certain in life except death and taxes.  As George 
Bernard Shaw remarked, “The statistics on death have not changed. One out of one 
person dies."  
 
Memento mori. “Remember death.” “Remember you must die.” Imagine for a 
moment how different life would be if we take each and every moment seriously. 
Imagine that each time we embrace a family member or a friend, it may be our last 
opportunity. This may cause us to live each and every moment in grace, love, and 
virtue.  
 
Memento Christi. “Remember Christ.” Death is not the end of the story for those who 
know the Lord. Death will not have the last word as Jesus has conquered the grave. 
Because He rose, we too shall rise. In that faith we take courage to live for Christ, to 
serve Him and others as His ambassadors, because death is not the end of our story.  
Just as Moses said in Psalms 90:12, we too must ask the Lord to “teach us to number 
our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”  
 
Let us reflect on the great message of St. Alphonsus Ligourion the value of time:  
 

“We are told in Holy Scripture to be careful of time, which is the most precious 
thing and the greatest gift that God bestows upon living man. Time is a treasure 
which can be found in this life alone; it is to be found neither in heaven nor in 
hell. And you, my brother (and sister), how are you spending the time? And for 
what reason do you put off until tomorrow that which you can do today? 
Remember that the time which is already past away is no longer yours: the 
future is not in your power; the present time alone you have for doing good.”  

 
The point is, even pagans understand memento mori. It is the how that makes the 
difference. You can remember Death as unstoppable, as a debt, as a fearful sting. 
Or in Christ you can remember Death as paid off, defeated, and without the sting of 
your sins. 
 
So as often as you memento mori, memento Christi. Amen 
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Remembering Alfred 
 

 
“Well done, good and faithful servant!” (Matt. 25:21a) 

 
Time. A priceless commodity that cannot be purchased or 
exchanged, regardless of how deep our pockets are or the 
number of titles that go with our name.   

 
On January 11 2019, our good 
friend, co-founder and co-
labourer of Wawasan Penabur, 
Alfred Tais, went to be with the 
Lord at the age of 55. He was 
diagnosed with lung cancer the 
previous year and news of his 
passing came as a shock to 
many. 

 

Alfred was a spiritual lion who made significant 
contributions to the Bahasa Malaysia (BM) ministry during 
his lifetime.  The Lord called him to serve in his late teens, 
where he was a full-time evangelist with Malaysian 
Campus Crusade for Christ (MCCC). Having been seconded 
by MCCC, he then faithfully served as Executive Secretary 
for BM Commission in NECF from April 1, 1996 for 23 
years.  On March 15, 2011, he joined Wawasan Penabur as 
one of the Directors. 
 

   
        Early days with MCCC                               With NECF Malaysia 
 

As a catalyst, he encouraged the birth of many Kebaktian 
BM among the English-speaking churches. He is fondly 
remembered as one of the pioneers of Pusat Injil Kelana 
Jaya some 18 years ago in 2001, a BM church that is still 
going strong today. A Wednesday night service was started 
to cater for the spiritual needs of the East Malaysians who 
work in Petaling Jaya, as Sundays are working days for them 
in supermarkets and factories. 
 

   
             Early days with PIKJ                A good husband and caring father 

 
As a defender of the faith, Alfred and team fought tirelessly 
for the “Allah” issue which till today remains far from over.  
To him it was “never give up and never let your guard 
down.”  He was concerned about the nominalism of the 
faith in the younger generation of Bumiputera believers.  
This group was easily preyed upon and taken advantage of 
and many were enticed to leave their faith.    Through NECF 

and Wawasan Penabur, he ensured that there was a 
growing supply of BM Bibles, including the Children’s 
Bibles and Discipleship resources in BM. 
 

   
           The “Allah issue” Team                       With the OA leaders 
 

As a mobiliser, Alfred was fully aware of the need to 
assimilate the BM-speaking Orang Asal (East Malaysian 
natives) and Orang Asli churches. He actively walked 
alongside these churches to enable them to stand firm in 
their faith. During Wawasan Penabur’s early years, the 
annual East Malaysia Awareness and Awake East Malaysia 
Seminars (2010-2013) were the platforms where he spoke 
passionately about the plight of the BM church. 
 

     
Speaking at various Wawasan Penabur events 

 

As a watchman for BM-speaking churches, Alfred warned 
them continuously of this threat and encouraged them to 
fight, persevere and grow in their faith.  He wanted 
believers to take a strong, unequivocal stand against 
authorities who crossed the line and pushed them into a 
corner.  For the Orang Asli believers in particular, he 
contributed in no small way to empower them by making 
them aware of their right to worship God and build 
churches on their native lands. 
 

    
Serving together as Penabur (2011-2018) 

 

Through Alfred’s contribution to the agenda of the 
Malaysian Church across thirty five years of his life, we 
can only conclude that he has finished the race well (2 
Timothy 4:7-8) and the Lord has embraced him with the 
commendation that we all long to hear for ourselves, 
“Well done, My faithful servant. Now you can rest 
eternally in My bosom.”  
 
Till we meet again, rest well in Him, our friend. 
 

      
           Last WP Family pix (18/12/18)                  Till we meet again…. 

 



  
 

Sowing BM Christian Resources 
 

Feed My Lambs 
 

Rachel, the hostel supervisor at S.K. San Semanju, Lubuk 
Antu, had longed for a child since she married 8 years 
ago. The sense of hope continued to diminish with each 
passing month, and each time she looked at another’s 
baby, her heart ached as her motherly instincts surfaced. 
Still, she remembered the story of Hannah in the Bible 
and continued to look to the LORD as her source of 
strength and unfailing hope. 
 
As the hostel supervisor, she faithfully gathered the 
children once a week to pray with them and share a Bible 
story. Of course, not having the right material proved to 
be quite a challenge initially, but three years ago, her 
cousin blessed her with several boxes of Alkitab Kanak-
Kanak (AKK). She promptly used the AKK each week since 
then, finding the colourful illustrations and simple 
sentences helpful in sending home the Bible message 
clearly to young, inquisitive minds. The AKK also made it 
easier to teach children about how the books of the Bible 
are divided, and the 10 Commandments.  And in teaching 
the children, her faith became strengthened by some of 
the Bible stories, too.  
 

    
 
Her faithful service and walk with the LORD was 
eventually rewarded. Despite being barren for 8 years, 
she did not give up on God and continued to seek Him 
while serving His little ones in school, encouraging them 
to always keep their eyes focused on Jesus. Rachel is now 
expecting her first child who will be born this July.  
 
All the AKK copies at S.K. San 
Semanju show signs of being 
well used, with dog-eared and 
creased pages. However, going 
through the hands of so many 
students over the course of 
three years, none of the pages 
are torn. May this be a sign that 
the faith of those who use the 
AKK will remain strong in the 
days to come. 
 
“…Do you love Me?  … Feed My 
lambs… Tend My sheep... Feed 
My sheep.”   (John 21:15-17) 

 

 

 

Sowing BM Christian Resources 
 

New Books from Wawasan Penabur 
 
“Pelepasan daripada Roh-Roh 
Jahat” (Deliverance from Evil Spirits) 
is Wawasan Penabur’s first 
translation project with Seminary 
Theoloji Malaysia (STM) in providing 
Bahasa Malaysia resources for all 
the Bahasa-speaking Bible Schools 
in Malaysia. This 320-page book is 
not a science textbook.  Christians 
seeking    pastoral    guidance     and  
psychological insight in the battle against the forces of 
darkness will find this book a treasure house of 
knowledge and a testimony of hope.   
 

“Berdoalah Sentiasa” gives us an 
overview on prayer – from personal 
to corporate prayer, from teachings 
to application. It includes 12 sample 
prayers for our nation.  The Lord will 
hear the prayers of the righteous and 
those who want to be used by God to 
bring nations (beginning with 
ourselves, our family,  our church and 

our country) to Him.  We have seen how revivals started 
in Sabah and Sarawak because His people prayed. 
 
“Apa itu Injil?” (What is the Gospel?) is a powerful book 
that answers that question with a clear and concise 
presentation, helping one to better understand, treasure, 
and share the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 

    
 

“DNA Injil” (Gospel DNA) is a good resource to assist 
church leaders re-evaluate their vision, programme and 
ministries. Based on Acts 20:17-38, it identifies 21 
ministry values for growing churches.  Leadership teams 
will find the book helpful for training purposes. 
 
“Kasih Kurnia Tuhan dalam Penderitaanmu” (God’s 
Grace in Your Suffering) is a short book that is long on 
biblical wisdom for living out our Christian life. Writing 
from the perspective of both a fellow sufferer and a wise 
counselor, the author gently leads the reader to find 
God’s goodness, grace, and comforting presence in our 
pain.  
 

 
 

 

 

 



  

Bridging Christian Communities 
 

Samuel’s Story 
 

My name is Samuel. I was born into a Christian family. 
My parents converted to Christianity when the Basel 
missionaries came to our village many years ago.  I was 
active in church and was elected as the Chairman of my 
church’s Youth Fellowship at the age of 16. I held that 
post until I finished Form Six and migrated to 
Semenanjung in 2000. 
 
When I was in Shah Alam, I found that many of my 
denomination members were either unchurched, or just 
Christian by name. It was then I felt called to be a full 
time servant of God. I decided to quit my job and return 
to Sabah to study at PPT (PLA at that time). A few 
months into the School, an offer to study at the 
university came. I was then advised to pursue a 
university degree instead. While studying at the 
university I continue to actively serve in a church.  
Eventually I got a job and got married.  
 
But worldly temptations came, 
and I stopped going to church. I 
was so into the world that I 
neglected my wife and children’s 
spiritual needs. Despite a 
comfortable life, a career and a 
steady income, my family was 
always in need. I had a lot of 
debts and my family was 
disoriented.  
 
One day, my elder daughter asked me, “Are we 
Christian? If we are Christians, what kind of Christians 
are we?” That question struck me, and I began to realize 
that how empty my life was.  I repented and came back 
to God. I realized that the Lord was calling me to remain 
faithful to Him, through a simple question by my 
daughter. From that moment on, I did not turn back, 
and I fixed my eyes only on Christ.  
 
I started attending church, engaging in ministry, and led 
my family to know Him, walk with Him and stay faithful 
to Him. I also seriously considered serving Him full time. 
So, I decided to quit my job and enrolled for theological 
studies at Luther Seminary.  There were so many 
concerns and anxieties as it was never easy to commit 
three years to full time study when I had three growing 
children.  But I trusted the Holy Spirit to guide me, and 
the Lord to provide. 
 
I thank God for a group of working adults from Petaling 
Jaya, who decided to support my three years of 
theological training via Wawawasn Penabur’s Sikhem 
Initiative.  Pray with me so that I will be fully equipped 
to preach the Word of God and to bring more people to 
come to know the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
 
 

Bridging Christian Communities 
 

Church Library for Long Busang 
 
Did you know that in the Bible, there was a unique group 
of people who always knew what to do and when to do 
it?  They were the sons of Issachar who understood not 
just chronological time, but also spiritual and political 
time.  In April 2019, while en route to Long Unai, we 
visited Long Busang for two days. 
 

    
 

Long Busang is a remote settlement located in the Belaga 
District.  In order to get there, one would have to 
traverse through a river and a rugged logging road for 
almost 10 hours from Kapit. The village made it to the 
local newspapers when on the eve of Hari Raya this year, 
it was submerged by five meters of floodwaters after a 
continuous downpour.  
 

    
 

   
 
There are 121 families who have made Long Busang their 
home, with a total population of 1,250 people from the 
Kenyah Badeng tribe.   The Gunung Doa (as the locals call  
it) standing as the backdrop 
of the village was the witness 
when the church experienced 
revival in the 1980s. But since 
then, Long Busang has been 
targeted as a dakwah field. 
 
As a result, there are now 30 Muslim families 
(approximately 315 people or 25% of the population) 
while the rest remain as Christians under SIB. Different 
Muslim dakwah teams will make their way there once 
every couple of months.  The Ketua Kampung, 46-year-
old En. Yusuf Zawawi is a Muslim. “Even though the 
Muslim community here is few in number, it continues to 
grow through marriage,” says En. Yusuf who took over 
the reins as Ketua Kampung when his father passed away 
in 2012. His father converted to Islam in 1973.  
 
 

 

 



 
Just last month, Sarawak 
Chief Minister Datuk 
Patinggi Abang Johari 
Tun Openg through JAIS 
(Jabatan Agama Islam 
Sarawak) promised RM1 
million to construct a 
bigger mosque in Long 
Busang. To be fair, he 
promised RM1 million to 
the church, too. Other 
Islamic NGOs like 
Yayasan Ikhlas have 
raised funds to repair 
the mosque’s wiring 
system and solar panel 
power control box, 
repaint the mosque, and 
restore the guest house 
nearby. 

 
The Ketua Kampung’s longhouse holds a small library but 
there is not a single Christian book there. As the children 
in Long Busang love to read, the only available materials 
that they have gorged themselves on are children’s story 
books placed by the various dakwah teams on their 
frequent visits.  
 
Deacon Kellen from the local church whom we first met 
at the Sarawak BEM Pastors’ Conference in Sibu last year, 
has asked Wawasan Penabur to supply Christian books.  
By God’s providence, He opened a door for us to finally 
visit Long Busang through a Christian teacher at S.K. Long 
Busang. The church has set up a small room to function as 
a church library to provide a safe space for the next 
generation of Christians to read and learn (but the recent 
flood has also damaged the room).  
 

 
The Christian children from the primary school 

 

   
A short training of Lapan Permata to the Sunday School teachers 

 

   
                A visit to the school               Pastor Ringga & Deacon Kellen 

 
 

Do you feel a tug in your heart to contribute to making 
the Long Busang Church Library project a reality?  Let us 
redeem the time at Long Busang by investing in the future 
through the following areas:  
 

1. Contribution of children’s books in Bahasa Malaysia 
and in simple English (Peter & Jane, Dr. Seuss, etc.) 

2. Contribution of Christian books in Bahasa Malaysia 
or Bahasa Indonesia 

3. Donations toward the purchase of appropriate 
reading materials 

 

  
 

We pray that “…now at this time your abundance may 
supply their lack...” (2 Cor. 8:14 NKJV) 
 
Kindly refrain from giving away your old revision books, 
textbooks, encyclopedias, other unsuitatble reading 
material (fashion magazines, entertainment magazines, 
etc.), or unwanted reading material. Alternatively, you 
can always purchase new books and donate them to Long 
Busang by getting in touch with us. 
 
“Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 
also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the 

harvest of your righteousness.” (2 Cor. 9:10 NIV) 
 

 

 
 

Kami Sepuloh! 
Wawasan Penabur is celebrating 10 years  

of God’s faithfulness (2009 – 2019) 

Scope of Yayasan Ikhlas’s Medical and 
Humanitarian Missions in Sarawak 

(from their 2017 Annual Report) 
 

 
 

 



   
 

 

 

 
 

Our New Board of Directors & Board of Advisers 
 

Board of Directors (Penabur): 
• Chow Chee Yan (Petaling Jaya Evangelical Free Church) 

• Roshan Thiran (Pusat Injil Kelana Jaya) 

• Randy Singkee (Sungai Way-Subang Methodist Church) 

• Rev Danil Raut (BEM Sarawak, Legacy Builder Ministry) 
 

Board of Advisors: 
• Rev Wong Fong Yang (Senior Pastor of City Discipleship 

Presbyterian Church) 
• Rev Datuk Jerry Dusing (President, SIB Sabah) 

• Lim Heng Seng (Lawyer, SIB KL) 

• Rev Jasme Dairis (President, SIB Semenanjung) 
 

 
 
 

        
          http://sabdaharian.com/  

 

Emmaus Initiative & TITUS 2:7 
 
 

 

Borneo International School of Ministry (BISOM), KK, 
received 14 sets of Emmaus Initiative pack (for 
graduating students) and 39 Alkitab Edisi Studi for 
their students. 
 

 

 

Satu Anak Kristian Satu Alkitab 
 

 
 

Thanking God for the donors that made Alkitab 
Kanak-Kanak and Singa Yehuda available to 880 
students in Lutong, Miri.  

 
 

How Can We Work Together? 

Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu Anak 

Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign”  
Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the 

house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the 

Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan 

Penabur team accountable to the Lord through 

faithful intercession and action. 

Address 

Name (or Company Name) Contact Person 

Here is my/our gift  _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.* 

I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd. 

Name : _________________________________________   Email: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Number(s):   ____________________(hse) ______________________ (off)  

                                 ____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax) 

Make cheque payable to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd” 

Deposit cash/cheque into Maybank account: 5623 6663 2813 

* Please fax/send/email the bank-in-slip to us. 

Support “Long Busang Church Library Project”  

Sponsor and support Bible School students or Full-      

time youth workers through “Sikhem Initiative”  
 

 

http://sabdaharian.com/

