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From Lenten to Pascha 
 
We are half way through Lent (old English: Lenten), moving nearer to Easter 
(Greek: Pascha).  However, Lent is not observed by all Christian denominations.  
But when I was in Sabah last week, I discovered that Lent is a big thing, a time of 
fasting and of reflection on the way of the cross, and the sacrifice and 
steadfastness of Jesus in His forty-day wilderness temptation by Satan.  I also met 
two nuns in Ranau who asked me to join them to say a prayer for this nation, and 
for the safe return of the pastor abducted almost two months ago. 
 
Easter is the beginning of spring — lush with rebirth, new beginnings, and new 
growth.  But before we get to see the flowers, there are the seeds buried in the 
ground for a few long months of winter.  Yet too often, we want to race to the 
Easter Resurrection without fully embracing the Lenten process that leads us there.  
Lent does provide us with an opportunity to deepen our spirituality by engaging in 
regular disciplines from Ash Wednesday right through Easter Sunday. The 
wilderness — the desert days of Lent — is a path toward spiritual transformation. 
 
There is a compelling metaphor that helps us embrace the wilderness and 
prevents us from racing to Easter. It is the metaphor of the seed - the parable of 
the penabur in Matthew 13.  To see the metaphor of Christian growth and spiritual 
development contained in a seed is to learn valuable lessons about change and 
transformation. We are all sowing seeds in our personal spiritual life, service and 
ministry. It can be just helping some poor Bible School student, or spiritually hungry 
school children, or even our own selves that need to be refreshed and renewed 
by the Lord once again. 
 
A seed that lacks appropriate soil may sprout, but will quickly wither and die. Even 
in the best soil, without water and nutrients, growth will be limited. Without sun and 
cultivation, plants will decay and spoil. Seeds require a rich, healthy environment 
in which to grow.  
 
Seeds require a designated amount of time as allotted in God’s perfect timing.  
People, however, tend to get impatient. Our culture puts pressure on us to rush 
through everything. We live in an age of instant gratification. Seeds teach us that 
we need to learn to wait, to develop patience. Christian formation is a process of 
seedlike growth. Patience is the key ingredient to transformational growth. 
 
Growth is a means to an end. Unless seeds give rise to new seeds, they fail to fulfill 
their purpose. Transformation never happens for transformation sake but to lead 
us to a new place. Growth occurs not so that we may just increase in knowledge, 
but that we may bear more fruit. Ultimately seeds are judged by the fruit that they 
bear. Christians should never contend themselves with merely growing in their 
knowledge of God. Growth that fails to lead to a change in behavior is not 
healthy growth. We grow for a reason, and that reason is something much larger 
than any individual's own needs. 
 
The lesson of the seed should help us see Lent, not just as a time of sacrifice and 
denial, but as a time of preparation and anticipation — preparation for the work 
to which God calls us and anticipation of the fullness of life that God promises. 

Happy Easter! Blessed Pascha! 
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Sowing BM Christian Resources 

 

Are We Planting Seed Today? 
 

A study done by Pew Research Centre in December 2016* 
shows that Muslims have more formal schooling in 
Malaysia, compared to other faiths.  The data collected 
for this survey is from the 2010 national census to 
measure the level of education of three cohorts: the 
“oldest” (born 1936-1955), “middle” (born 1956-1975) 
and “youngest” (born 1976-1985).  The national average 
amount of years for formal education was 9.9 years. The 
survey explains that ‘education in religious schools that 
conform to state or government educational standards 
and requirements and teach both secular and religious 
subjects generally is categorised as formal schooling.’ 

 

           Table 1: Average Years for Formal Education 

 Male Female 

Muslims 10.6 9.8 

Buddhists 10.4 9.2 

Hindus 10.3 9.1 

Christians 9.6 8.4 

Unaffiliated 8.2 8.2 

 
While it must be noted that the quality of education is not 
taken into account, it is still significant that education in 
religious schools is taken into account, Islam being the 
majority religion in Malaysia (67%).   The low average for 
Christians is of serious concern as the majority of 
Christians are Bahasa-speaking with two out of three 
Christians found in Sabah and Sarawak, not forgetting the 
Orang Asli of Semenanjung.  
 

      
 
Muslims in Malaysia start their Islamic education in school 
from as early as age three.  In some parts of Indonesia 
children as young as 3 start learning to read their holy 
book through the “Iqra” (Read/Recite) program, before 
they even learn ABCs.  They study 1 hour a day, 5 times a 
week, and a full 4 hours daily during school holidays!  

 

      
 
*See(https://www.malaysiakini.com/columns/366903#ixzz4

anQym8jn). 

What about us?  When is the 
earliest year our children learn to 
read the Bible?  And how often 
do they read, or are exposed to 
the Bible? Is it only an hour a 
week in Sunday Schools?   Are we 
planting seeds in their lives and 
nurturing them to grow and bear 
fruits?  

 
By the end of April 2017, the complete set of Lapan 
Permata Sunday School materials will be available at 
Wawasan Penabur.  This consists of 18 books, with visual 
teaching aids, and is suitable for Kindergarten right up to 
Standard 6.  
 

 
 

Regardless of the curriculum being used, the one hour 
or so that we have with the children every Sunday 
must be seen as a time of investing something eternal 
into their lives.  We must move from milk (such as 
colouring activities), to giving them some solid food.  
You will be surprised how their faith grows as after all, 
faith grows by hearing the Word of God. 

 
The Lapan Permata had a 
good start last year with a 
number of trainings 
conducted in Sabah and 
West Malaysia. The teaching 
and visual aids that come 
along with the teacher’s 
guide will make a Sunday 
School class more lively. 
 

 A total of 52 PCS Sunday School teachers graduated 
from the program in September 2016, producing the 
first layer of committed and dedicated teachers. These 
teachers can be seen leading teams into the interior 
villages, conducting trainings for new teachers and 
encouraging Sunday School ministry in churches. With 
Lapan Permata as their teaching material, they are 
able to reach out and teach God’s Word to the children 
and the community who have yet to hear the Good 
News.  
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Bridging Christian Communities 
 

Penabur Benih – Sowing Christian 
Influence into our Next Generation 

 
Just like other children of her age in the longhouse, Rina 
spend most of her days playing and running around the 
long ruai (unpartitioned gallery that runs the entire length 
of the longhouse). When the weather permits, they will 
try catching dragonflies in the open field, or some guppies 
from the nearest pond.  Her brother, Rian, is in Primary 3. 
The older folks will gather around in front of the bilik 
(family apartment), weaving some pua kumbu, or just 
sipping coffee talking about the current issues in the 
kampung. Inside the biik, Astro TV or some dangdut 
karaoke music constantly fill the air. Once in a while, a 
miring will be performed to appease some spirits. 
 

  
A group of kids in an almost empty ruai in Kapit 

 

But something is missing from the longhouses these days.  
Despite the six to forty bilik in a typical longhouse, the 
young people are a missing element in the traditional 
three-generation bilik-family. The increasing urban 
migration has left most longhouses with just primary 
school children, and grandparents age 50 and above. 
 
Out of the 1.276 million Dayaks, 761,100 are Ibans 
(Sarawak State Planning Unit Report, 2015). They are 
holding one of the keys to the great renewal and revival 
in Malaysia, yet majority of them are still unreached. 
Dayaks (Iban, Bidayuh, Orang Ulu and Melanau) 
constitute of 46% of the total Sarawak population, yet not 
many Dayaks hold positions in civil service.   
 

 
 

But they are not forgotten.  Nelson Mandela once said, 
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can 
use to change the world.”  A group of Dayak professionals 
started a movement with the vision to set up a library in 
every longhouse, so that children like Rina can learn to 
read and write from a very young age. The Aspirasi 
Sarawak is doing a great job in challenging the successful 
Dayak professionals to help their own people. 
 

 
 

 

 

One of the participants, Pastor Aliah, while using Lapan 
Permata in Sunday School, has also trained the second 
tier of Sunday School teachers in her church in Suangpai, 
Kudat.  Another group is using the material in the weekly 
ladies’ meeting, targeting the woman folks in the 
kampung. Lapan Permata is also part of the 
Kindergarten curriculum for SIB Sabah and PCS.  
 

       
 

      
 

And in some longhouses and schools in Sarawak, the 
seed was planted among the children. Cikgu Mary (not 
her real name) works tirelessly as she reflects on what 
Jesus said, “As long as it is day, we must do the work of 
Him who sends us. Night is coming when no one can 
work” (John 9:6). She is coordinating the distribution of 
Alkitab Kanak-Kanak among the primary schools, and 
teaching Bible stories in longhouses.   
 

       
 

       
 
Jesus said, “This is eternal life: that they know You, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have sent.”  
She believes the children will grow through hearing and 
reading the Word of God. Each Bible story and Bible 
passage that they study or learn by heart helps them to 
grow, especially when they learn to apply it in daily life, 
by doing what it teaches. 
 
Are you sowing any seed today? 

 
 

 



  
   

      
A little girl reading at the Ruai Ilmu 

 

But just setting up a small library is not enough.  We need 
to invest in something eternal.  “Train up a child in the 
way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from it.” (Proverbs 22:6, NKJV).  Hence, a group of 
committed Dayak Christians named themselves Penabur 
Benih Sarawak, adopted a vision of distributing and 
teaching the Word of God in Iban longhouses and primary 
schools. Mobilizing Christian teachers and volunteers,  
they are actively distributing Alkitab Kanak-Kanak in the 
interior Sarawak. 
 

     
 
It is through some dedicated teachers who visit the 
longhouse once a week, that children like Rina can now 
feed on spiritual food through the one-hour Bible story 
session.  The cikgu and her team will teach them how to 
turn the Alkitab Kanak-Kanak, read and understand some 
spiritual truth, and pray.  
 

   
 

    
 
Even Rian now has an Alkitab Kanak-Kanak (AKK).  Cikgu 
Margaret leads them in their ISCF meeting once a week.   
Cikgu Margaret writes, “Today is Wednesday, a Witness-
day in my school. We have our ISCF first thing in the 
morning. As the children have received their AKK last 
week, we began with Genesis this morning.  In the midst 
of my sharing, suddenly the light went off! Blackout.  
Since it is early in the morning and it was pouring outside, 
the hall was totally dark. We couldn't see each other.  The 
kids began to agitate.”    

“Amazingly, the Wonderful Counselor inspired me to 
continue and I found myself saying, ‘Aha… it was this dark 
in the beginning. And guess how the LORD made a 
difference? He just spoke and there was light!’ In that 
split second, the light came back!! It's like a playback of 
what happened then. The kids were astounded! Seeing 
that, I couldn't contain my joy, ‘Did you see that, 
children? That was a miniscule of what happened in the 
beginning! God is so powerful that just by His word, 
creation came into being.’” 
 

  
 
Some children were just so hungry for God’s Word that 
they finished reading the Alkitab Kanak-Kanak, cover to 
cover, in just one week! 
 
The Lord is doing mighty things among the Dayak 
children. The faithful Christian teachers are not just 
planting seeds, they provide a rich environment for the 
seeds to grow.  Without such an environment, the 
spiritual growth is stunted, stagnant, or even dead. And 
they don’t rush the seeds to grow. A great amount of 
time and patience is required as seeds grow at different 
rates. Some sprout almost immediately and grow steadily. 
Late sprouters often become early bloomers. And some 
who seems to be growing well initially, ended up stunted 
and sickly.  So, the cikgu-cikgu really pour out their heart 
to nature their children individually.  
 

     
 

One day, many will come to this group of dedicated 
Christian teachers and say, “Thank you for giving to the 
Lord. I am alive because you gave your time to plant the 
seed of faith in me, water it and watch it grow.”  God 
bless you, cikgu-cikgu! 
 

If you want to be part of the 
Penabur Benih initiative, you can 
bank your gift into Wawasan 
Penabur’s Maybank account, 
specifying that it is for Penabur 
Benih Initiative.  Every RM 10 you 
give, we will place a copy of Alkitab 
Kanak-Kanak in the hand of a child in 
Sarawak.  
 

                                                            

 



  

Bridging Christian Communities 
 

A Tale of 4 Siblings 
 

It started 2 years ago when a father from Kampung 
Pangalat, Tenom, in Sabah came home with a copy of 
Alkitab Kanak-Kanak for his children.  Catherina was 11 
years old when she first received the Bible. Attracted by 
the colourful pages, she started reading it again and 
again.  The Word of God helps her when she is lonely or in 
trouble. “I want to be like Jesus, to be humble just like 
Christ has humbled Himself.  The Alkitab teaches me to 
understand and love others above myself, and to comfort 
those who are sad.  I want to thank the people who have 
made this beautiful Alkitab for children, and it has helped 
me to know what is good and what is bad.” 
 

Catherina has 3 younger 
siblings.  After sharing the 
Alkitab for a year or so, they 
finally have their own copy 
when the local church gave 
out Alkitab Kanak-Kanak as 
Christmas gifts.  

 
Annerine (10) did not get excited immediately.  It took 
her a while to appreciate the Alkitab. As she faithfully 
reading it ‘page by page as my Sunday School teacher 
encourages us to do,’ the crucifixion story hit her and 
suddenly she felt ‘something drop from my eyes.’ She 
then remembered when God said to the serpent in the 
Garden of Eden, that Eve’s descendant will crushed its 
head!  She suddenly realized that she has the power to 
defeat temptations and say ‘No’ to bad things. 
 
Emerintiana (8) stated reading the Alkitab Kanak-Kanak 
since she was 7.  It became her favorite book as it was a 
gift from ‘the Sister in my church.’ Maxmillan (6) says he 
is still in kindergarten but he loves the book. “I love 
colouring,” he added. 
 
They decided to write to Wawasan Penabur when they 
saw the notes in the introductory page of the Alkitab, 
“Please write to us to let others know how this Alkitab 
Kanak-Kanak has blessed you.” 
 

 

 An Easter Reflection 
The Joy of Giving (Katherine Hepburn) 

 

Once when I was a teenager, my father and I were standing 
in line to buy tickets for the circus. Finally, there was only 
one other family between us and the ticket counter. This 
family made a big impression on me. There were eight 
children, all probably under the age of 12. The way they 
were dressed, you could tell they didn't have a lot of money, 
but their clothes were neat and clean. The children were 
well-behaved, all of them standing in line, two-by-two 
behind their parents, holding hands. They were excitedly 
jabbering about the clowns, animals, and all the acts they 
would be seeing that night. By their excitement you could 
sense they had never been to the circus before. It would be 
a highlight of their lives. The father and mother were at the 
head of the pack standing proud as could be. The mother 
was holding her husband's hand, looking up at him as if to 
say, "You're my knight in shining armor." He was smiling and 
enjoying seeing his family happy. 
 
The ticket lady asked the man how many tickets he wanted. 
He proudly responded, "I'd like to buy eight children's tickets 
and two adult tickets, so I can take my family to the circus." 
The ticket lady stated the price.  The man's wife let go of his 
hand, her head dropped, the man's lip began to quiver. Then 
he leaned a little closer and asked, "How much did you say?" 
The ticket lady again stated the price. The man didn't have 
enough money. How was he supposed to turn and tell his 
eight kids that he didn't have enough money to take them to 
the circus? 
 
Seeing what was going on, my dad reached into his pocket, 
pulled out a $20 bill, and then dropped it on the ground. 
(We were not wealthy in any sense of the word!) My father 
bent down, picked up the $20 bill, tapped the man on the 
shoulder and said, "Excuse me, sir, this fell out of your 
pocket." 
 
The man understood what was going on. He wasn't begging 
for a handout but certainly appreciated the help in a 
desperate, heartbreaking and embarrassing situation. He 
looked straight into my dad's eyes, took my dad's hand in 
both of his, squeezed tightly onto the $20 bill, and with his 
lip quivering and a tear streaming down his cheek, he 
replied; "Thank you, thank you, sir. This really means a lot to 
me and my family." 
 
My father and I went back to our car and drove home. The 
$20 that my dad gave away is what we were going to buy 
our own tickets with. Although we didn't get to see the 
circus that night, we both felt a joy inside us that was far 
greater than seeing the circus could ever provide. 
 
That day I learnt the value to give. The giver is bigger than 
the receiver. If you want to be large, larger than the life, 
learn to give. Only if you give can you receive more. The 
givers heart becomes the ocean, in tune with the Almighty. 
Love has nothing to do with what you are expecting to get - 
only with what you are expecting to give - which is 
everything. 

 



 

How Can We Work Together? 

Help raise awareness and funds. I believe this 

ministry has long-term potential. I desire to play an active 

role in engaging hearts and minds, so that others will also 

commit to strengthening the BM Church – through 

energy, funds and prayer. 

Get involved in writing/translation projects. I 

would like to join and contribute to a network of 

Christian writers, translators and publishers focused 

on developing BM resources. 

Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu Anak 

Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign” for Orang Asli, Sabah 

and Sarawak children.  

Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the 

house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the 

Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan 

Penabur team accountable to the Lord through 

faithful intercession and action. 
Sponsor and support  “Penabur Benih Initiative” to 

put Alkitab Kanak-Kanak in the hands of the children in 

Sarawak longhouses and schools.   

Sponsor and support Bible School students or Full-time 

youth workers through “Sikhem Initiative”  
 

Address 

Name (or Company Name) Contact Person 

Here is my/our gift  _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.* 

I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd. 

Name : _________________________________________   Email: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Number(s):   ____________________(hse) ______________________ (off)  

____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax) 

                                                             Cheque: issue to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd” 

Bank-in : Maybank account: 5623 6663 2813 

* Please fax/send/email the bank-in-slip to us. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Pray for one of our 2017 Projects: 
Singa Yehuda 
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              Board of Directors (Penabur) 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 Rev Danil Raut 

 Rev Datuk Jerry Dusing 

 Rev Wong Fong Yang   

 Lim Heng Seng 

 

Support Wawasan Penabur’s “Lapan Permata Project” 

in providing teaching materials for the Children Ministry 

workers, Sunday School and Kindergarten teachers. 

Support Wawasan Penabur’s “Singa Yehuda Project” 

to print and distribute Gospel & Apologetics Comics to 

the youths   

 Chow Chee Yan  

 Alfred R. Tais 

 

 Roshan Thiran 

 Randy Singkee 

 

Our Lord Jesus' action-packed ministry on earth is 
presented in comic form for wider distribution amongst 
the youth. Based on the Gospel of Mark, it will also include 
some apologetics material and modern-day application of 
some of Jesus’ parables. We plan to print and distribute 
25,000 copies in the first edition. Please pray for wisdom 
in the distribution strategies, partners and channels. 
 


