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Teaching Our Children
As a family, we were watching a 1995 movie, “Mr. Holland’s Opus”, last
weekend. Mr. Holland, a high school music teacher, attempted to make
music meaningful and relevant to his students. Nearing his retirement, the
school suddenly curtailed its budget for its music program. This was a real
blow to the dedicated music teacher who had constantly encouraged his
students to participate in the school orchestra and in musicals. While packing
up with great sadness, he began to wonder if all he had done over the years
was of any worth.
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Suddenly he heard sounds from the auditorium. He found the place packed
with students he had taught over the years and who had gone on to make
something of their lives. A young woman went to the podium and said that
she owed her achievements to the encouragement that Mr. Holland had
given her while she was at high school as while teaching her music, he had
built up her confidence and she changed from a timid and shy girl to a
confident politician who eventually became the governor of the state.
We have a powerful impact on the lives of young people. Like Mr. Holland, we
may not realise how we are affecting the lives of others, and in most cases,
we will never know; but make no mistake about it, we are influencing others,
especially the young.
This year, Wawasan Penabur is focusing on the young in Sunday schools,
secondary schools and colleges. Lapan Permata and Yesus Mesias are our
new projects this year.
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We need to ask ourselves some piercing questions. What kind of an influence
are we on the younger generation? How can we help the Bahasa-speaking
children and youths? Are we helping them grow in their personal walk with
God? These are questions that parents, teachers, Sunday School leaders,
youth leaders and helpers, actually anyone who has anything to do with
children, should ask.
We want our children to grow into strong, wise, confident, capable, mature
adults. But we want more than that. We want them to grow in their faith and
follow Jesus all the days of their lives. We want children to see in us the love of
Jesus and the ways our Christian faith shapes our lives.
May the Lord challenge all of us to look at the harvest field that is ripening.
Don’t let “others” do the harvesting simply because we fail to invest into the
lives of our next generation of leaders.
God bless you.

Sunday School

A Teacher Comes from God

I asked my 6 year old son what he thought of his Sunday
School teachers. He answered, “A good teacher comes from
God.” That speaks volumes. We need Christ-like educators,
both in schools and churches. Nicodemus said to Jesus,
“Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from
God.” (John 3:2) The use of the plural “we” indicates that
Nicodemus was speaking for a group of persons, probably
fellow members of the prestigious Sanhedrin.
In East Malaysia, where two-thirds of the Malaysian
Christian population is found, Sunday School teachers play a
very important role in discipling the next generation,
especially in the interior. In many cases, Sunday School
teachers are the only source of spiritual education for
children of ages 4 to 12. Many a time they have to undo the
Islamic influence which the children receive throughout the
week from the schools and Kemas Kindergartens.

Sadly, the two hours that children spend in Sunday School
are usually spent on just games, singing and colouring
activities. A good Sunday School session requires a great
deal of prayerful preparation and creativity. The rewards are
priceless, though, as the investment spent on each child is
definitely worth every moment.
Children Ministry goes beyond just keeping the children
quiet and occupied while the adults attend the Sunday
service. It is really about serving the Lord by evangelizing
our children and then taking them beyond the gospel of
salvation into a life-transforming knowledge of our Saviour.
Evangelizing
We serve our children by
evangelizing them. Sunday
School teachers must share
the Gospel with the children.
The threat to the Church in Sabah and Sarawak is not just
the aggressive Islamization dakwah, but also the nominalism
that sets in among the 2nd, 3rd and 4th generation of
Christians. They do not even know what they are supposed
to believe or why they believe. So when the dakwah team
comes and poses a few basic but hard questions, or when
they meet someone from the other faith, it does not take
much for them to deny Christ and embrace the new faith.

Christian parents should do everything in their power to
ensure that their children are exposed to the Gospel. Just
bringing them to church and Sunday School is not enough;
parents need to pray for them and with them and read the
Bible with them at home. When children hear the Gospel
preached, taught and lived out, they are far more likely to
come to Jesus at an early age.
According to a recent Gallup Survey, nineteen out of twenty
people who became Christians did so before the age of
twenty-five. At age twenty-five, one in 10,000 will become
believers; at thirty-five, one in 50,000; at forty-five, one in
200,000; at fifty-five, one in 300,000; at seventy-five, one in
700,000.
Beyond the Gospel of Salvation
How precious when a child confesses faith in Jesus! How
much more precious when a child decides to live his whole
life for Jesus!

D. L. Moody once returned from a meeting and reported
two and a half conversions. “Two adults and a child, I
suppose?” asked his host. “No,” said Moody, “two children
and an adult. The children gave their whole lives. The adult
had only half of his left to give.”
After our children receive salvation, we must expose them
to the Word of God. Like the parents of yesteryear,
believers today have the responsibility of modeling their
faith in Jesus so that the younger generation can see that
He is worth knowing. If our faith does not change our lives
and cause us to become better persons, our children will
pick that up. Children are quick to discern hypocrisy in
adults. If we magnify Jesus in front of our children, they will
be far more likely to come to Him at an early age and
remain faithful to Him as they mature.

Sunday School teachers, too, need to know Jesus personally
and grow in His Word. Only then they can impact the
children under their care.
A good Sunday School teacher is thus, a teacher who
“comes from God”; to evangelize the children and lead
them beyond just a gospel of salvation into a lifelong walk
with God.

Sowing BM Christian Resources
Lapan Permata – Sunday School Materials
“For wisdom is more precious than rubies, and nothing
you desire can compare with her.” (Prov 8:11)
Lapan Permata has a long history. It was
originally written in Indonesia in the early
1960s by two German missionaries, Ruth
Laufer and Anni Dyck. Hence, churches in
East Malaysia have been using the
Indonesian version, Suara Sekolah Minggu
Anni Dyck
(SSM) since the 1980s, right up to today.
But SSM is not easily available. On 15
August 2007, three boxes of Christian
educational publications (namely SSM)
from Indonesia belonging to SIB Sabah
were seized at LCCT Sepang on the Ruth Laufer
grounds they contain the word “Allah”.
Thus began the long court battle between SIB Sabah and
Home Ministry.
Since then, churches have to depend on the photocopies
of SSM that are sold at RM 38/copy. The Indonesian
edition costs Rp. 90,000 per copy but the postage is about
the same price as the book and there was the risk of
confiscation. Because of the high costs, most churches
have only a set (or a selection) of the materials to be
shared by the Sunday School teachers.
Seeing the urgent need in Malaysia, Wawasan Penabur
was approached by Sun Focus Foundation (the publisher
for Creative Bible Lessons) to translate the materials (18
volumes, including 2 volumes of Teacher Training
Handbooks) into Bahasa Malaysia, to be printed and
distributed in Malaysia. The aim of the project is to
empower Sunday School teachers and Children Ministry
workers (Kindergartens included) so they are equipped to
impact the children spiritually. It is Wawasan Penabur’s
mission to sow good Bahasa Christian resources to build
and strengthen the faith of the Bahasa-speaking
Christians in Malaysia.

“For wisdom is more precious than rubies.” Hence, the
name Lapan Permata (8 rubies). The unique book covers
feature ornaments of the various Christian tribes of East
Malaysia. For East Malaysians, ornaments are precious
and some beads are so valuable that they are equivalent
to the price of a whole long house! Yet, wisdom is more
precious than that. And it is our prayer that parents and
churches will see the importance of discipling our young.

Lapan Permata is an eight-year curriculum for 5-12 year
olds with a focus on sound biblical teaching from the Old
and New Testament. It also has a variety of visual aids
and activities to help the children in the learning process.
Lapan Permata has a curriculum that covers 95% of the
Bible.
Each Permata consists of 52
lessons in 2 volumes, to be
covered within a year. This
is a partnership with Sun
Focus Malaysia whereby
they will conduct seminars
and training to help
churches and Children
Ministry leaders understand
and use Lapan Permata
effectively.
The Lapan Permata project involves 11 translators and 3
editors, and it is hoped that the complete series will be
available by September 2016. The books will be retailed
at near cost price (RM 20/book or RM 360/set) to enable
every Sunday School teacher to have a set of Lapan
Permata materials. It costs RM 285,000 to translate and
print 1,000 sets of the 18 volumes Lapan Permata.

Alkitab Versi Borneo
Finally, the much awaited
Alkitab Versi Borneo is out.
A concerted effort by LAB
Network that began 15 years
ago to produce a Bible
translation in Malay has
finally birthed the Alkitab
Versi Borneo (AVB).
AVB is available at Pustaka SUFES in Petaling Jaya and
Pustaka SU in Kota Kinabalu.

Satu Panduan Asas untuk Mentafsir
Alkitab Mengikut Peraturan-Peraturan
If you're interested in learning the basics of proper
hermeneutics, this is the book for you. Satu Panduan
Asas untuk Mentafsir Alkitab (A Basic Guide to
Interpreting the Bible) is a readable guide to interpreting
the various kinds of literature found in the Bible; be it
poetry, narratives, prophecies, proverbs, or epistles. It is
written by Robert H. Stein (Ph.D., Princeton Theological
Seminary), a scholar of the synoptic gospels who was the
Senior Professor of New Testament interpretation at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Among his
books are, “ An Introduction to
the Parables of Jesus”, “The
Method and Message of Jesus'
Teachings”, “Difficult Passages
in the New Testament”,
“Studying
the
Synoptic
Gospels”, “Luke”, and “Jesus
the Messiah.”
The book is divided into two
sections. The first section,
consisting of the first four chapters, deals with the
general rules of interpretation; while the second section
deals with the interpretation of proverbs, prophecies,
poetry, idioms, hyperboles, parables, narratives, epistles,
covenants, laws, and songs . The book caters to the lay
person and beginners in seminaries. It is a tool to assist
believers toward a better understanding of the Bible.

Bridging Christian Communities
A Letter from Our Alkitab Kanak-Kanak Reader
My name is Yapem Jositin from Kampung Mangin, Kota
Marudu. I am 13 years old. I have been reading Alkitab
Kanak-Kanak since I was 11. Initially I thought Alkitab
Kanak-Kanak was like any other storybook that I had read
before. But one night, I found a verse in it, “For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life.” (John 3:16). Suddenly I felt there was something
new that I had never seen before.
I go to Sunday School every week but that didn’t help me
as I was a quiet girl, and liked to keep to myself. I spent
most of my time in my room reading books, as I thought I
was different from others because of my physical
appearance. I lacked self-confidence. But I have gained
strength from a line that I found in the Alkitab KanakKanak “…that whoever believes in him…” And I believe!
All this while, I thought I was imperfect. I did not fear
God, and I did not read His Word. But now I have
changed. I am reading God’s Word every day. I realize the
Word of God is the perfect blessing. I have been reading
Alkitab Kanak-Kanak over and over again, and I learn new
things each time I read a passage again.
There is another verse from a story
entitled “Jesus Loves the Children.”
Jesus said, “Let the little children come
to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these.”(Matthew 19:13-15). Jesus told
us that children are special in God’s
eyes. I am so proud to be a child because
Jesus loves children.

Published by Wawasan Penabur, it is retailed at RM 12 a
copy.

We would like to thank Mr. Christopher Chew for helping
Wawasan Penabur set up an accounting system. This
enables us to ensure that every single cent from donors is
accounted for. Chris is a member of Petaling Jaya
Evangelical Free Church (PJEFC).

The Alkitab Kanak-Kanak helps me to
know God. I thank God because He loves
me and He take cares of me. I thank God because He
changed my life and He has given me courage and
confidence despite my appearance.
My dear friends, I want to encourage all of you to
continue reading the Alkitab Kanak-Kanak. It is pointless
to go to Sunday School if we don’t even read the Bible. I
want to let you know that every time I read it, God helps
me to understand the stories, to know Him and I feel very
blessed. Thank you for reading my story.
Yours truly,

Yapem

Bridging Christian Communities
Sikhem Initiative
Alliah’s final year in the Bible School was
sponsored by a Cell Group in PJ through
our Sikhem Initiative. She comes from a
Christian peasant family. Her parents
have always encouraged their children to
attend church services on Sundays
faithfully, as well as to participate in other
activities organised by the church. She
was baptized when she was only one year old. But when
she was 12 years old, she grappled with questions such
as "Why do we celebrate Christmas?" and started
searching for answers. Bullying by her peers drove her to
seek solace in the spiritual. Against all odds, she began to
lead a group of youth at the youth meetings in church by
sharing reflections on the Word of God. In 2011, at the
age of 15, she accepted Jesus Christ as her personal
Saviour and Lord.
She decided to enroll at the PPT (Pusat
Pendidikan Teologi) after SPM, much
to the surprise of her friends, as they
knew that she always wanted to be a
lawyer. Her family supported her
decision to be a theological student
and eventually to enter full-time
ministry. She is now pastoring a church in Suangpai,
Kudat.
She attended a “Lapan Permata” training last month and
began to realize that Sunday School is not just about
teaching the children. “How can we teach when we
don’t have a curriculum, and if we ourselves are just
nominal Christians?” And soon she realized that Lapan
Permata is about empowering and equipping the
teachers so that they themselves grow spiritually, before
they teach God’s Word to the children. Lapan Permata
requires the teachers to study God’s Word, soaking in
His Word throughout the week before they teach the
children on Sundays. Most Sunday School teachers
prepare their lessons only on Saturday night as the
material is prepared for them. But Lapan Permata
demands commitment from the teachers to study and
prepare the lessons. The few hours with the children are
really to teach them His Word. Alliah pointed out that a
sower who is not spiritually awakened himself will not be
able to sow on good soil.

Wawasan Penabur is turning 8! We thank God for His
faithfulness since January 2009. We acknowledge that
Wawasan Penabur exist because of His guidance,
provision and faithfulness; and the support of our Rakan
Penabur. Thank you for your partnership in this ministry
of “Sowing BM Christian Ministry, Bridging Christian
Communities”.
This year, we have 5 major initiatives:
(1) To distribute another 50,000 Alkitab
Kanak-Kanak through “Satu Anak
Kristian Satu Alkitab” (SAKSA)
Campaign
(2) To distribute another 2,000 Alkitab Edisi
Studi (Study Bibles) to pastors, church
leaders and Bible school students through
“Inisiatif TITUS 2:7”
(3) To sponsor another 20 Bible school
students and youth ministry workers,
and to support 2 mission trips
through our “Sikhem Initiative”
(4) To empower 1,000 Sunday schools
teachers and Children Ministry
(Kindergartens included) workers
through our “Lapan Permata” project,
and
(5) To launch and distribute 10,000
Gospel and Apologetics Comics to
youths through our “Yesus Mesias”
Project.
PRAY with us for:
1. God’s covering over the ministry.
2. Divine protection over us and our families
3. Journey mercies in all our travelling.
4. Wisdom and God’s clear direction in making decisions
about ministry opportunities.
5. Forthcoming trips/speaking engagements.
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A week after the training, Alliah put it to good use by
training the Children Ministry workers in her church.

Pantai Baptist Church

We are Hiring!!
Wawasan Penabur is looking for born-again Christians
desiring to serve God in a full-time capacity to join the team
in our Subang Jaya office:
1.

2.

Training Personnel
Degree in a relevant field preferably Theology or
Social Studies, at least 3 years’ experience in
training, good communication skills (both verbal and
written), proficient in Bahasa Malaysia and English,
able to work independently, good people skills,
skillful in teaching, facilitating, communication and
network building, and a team player.
Interns for Research and Training
Preferably East Malaysian fresh graduates (any field).
Able to work independently, skillful in working with
people with different personalities and cultural
backgrounds, able to conduct research, good biblical
foundation with basic exposure in church and
mission.

Board of Advisers
 Rev Wong Fong Yang  Rev Danil Raut
 Lim Heng Seng
 Rev Datuk Jerry Dusing

Board of Directors (Penabur)
 Chow Chee Yan
 Alfred R. Tais

 Roshan Thiran
 Randy Singkee

Wawasan Penabur Staff
 Randy Singkee
 Rasminah Oyok

 Mactayren Jupiter

We are pleased to introduce Wawasan Penabur’s new staff.
Mactayren Jupiter, our Editor, is an Iban
from Saratok, Sarawak. He worked as a
medical operations executive at an
international medical disaster and
security assistance company, before he
joined Wawasan Penabur. He wishes to
make use of his talents to enrich the
media resources for the Bahasa Malaysia
speaking churches. He attends SIB KL
Sentral.

To Apply:
Kindly submit your application – including a comprehensive
resume, a recent passport-sized photograph, scanned copies
of relevant certificates and documents, and contact
information – by email to wawasan.penabur@gmail.com

How Can We Work Together?
Help raise awareness and funds. I believe this
ministry has long-term potential. I desire to play an active
role in engaging hearts and minds, so that others will also
commit to strengthening the BM Church – through
energy, funds and prayer.
Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Satu Anak
Kristian Satu Alkitab Campaign” for Orang Asli, Sabah
and Sarawak children.
Sponsor and support Wawasan Penabur’s “Inisiatif
TITUS 2:7” for Orang Asli, Sabah and Sarawak BM-speaking
pastors, leaders and Bible School students.
Support Wawasan Penabur’s “Lapan Permata Project”
in providing teaching materials for the Children ministry
workers, Sunday School and Kindergarten teachers.

Get involved in writing/translation projects. I
would like to join and contribute to a network of
Christian writers, translators and publishers focused
on developing BM resources.
Pray intentionally. “Unless the LORD builds the
house, we labor in vain”. I would like to pray for the
Bahasa-speaking churches, and keep the Wawasan
Penabur team accountable to the Lord through
faithful intercession and action.
Sponsor and support Bible School students or Full-time
youth workers through “Sikhem Initiative”
Support Wawasan Penabur’s “Yesus Mesias Project”
to print and distribute Gospel & Apologetics Comics to
the youths

I / My Organisation/Company would want to contribute to Wawasan Penabur Sdn. Bhd.
Here is my/our gift _______________ for Wawasan Penabur.*
Name : _________________________________________ Email: _____________________________
Name (or___________________________________________________________________________
Company Name)
Contact Person
Address:
Contact
AddressNumber(s): ____________________(hse) ______________________ (off)
____________________ (mobile) ___________________ (fax)

Cheque: issue to “Wawasan Penabur Sdn Bhd”
Bank-in : Public Bank account: 3127674507 or Maybank account: 5623 6663 2813
* Please fax/send/email the bank-in-slip to us.

